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ro Sebi W.. it. us cred Diſadvantages Wl 
at may have ſuffer d in my Hand, who 
have prepar d pe faſhion q it actords | 
ing to my Fancy; I pretend not to-ex- A 
A rough, and as unpeliſ d as Þþ 
it , the Jewel is entire; the interior 1 | 
Value of it is the ſame within it ſelf, - + 
and that's abundantly ſufficient to at. 
tene for all. Beſides, Contrition au“ 
| Humility affect ot the Advantage'of- 
cvs. "ha 5 in Simcerity the 
comes t * more. Ar n 
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Hen a Magdalen once comes 
with penitential Tears, to bathe her 


7 Sev-our's Feet, ſhe quite forget: her 
_ Looking-glaſs, and comes without con- 


Halen it She 2 her precious 
Din mentj with her +, hut 2 
= Jy for her Lord: They are not, 
o adorn herſelf, or pleaſe the Com 
= "The Method I have follow'd, may, 
_* perhaps, ſeem Arbitrary, and require 
2 @ Live or two to. juſtify it. I begin 
wr the Love of God. 1. Becauſe 
m i the Firſt, the Greateſt, and in- 
A4 ted the Whole Duty of Man. 2. 
Becauſe altho the Practice of Repen- 
_. Fance commonly begins with Fear, goes 
vn with Hope, and ends in Love; yet, 
begim ;; and what is laſt perform d, is 


They are not, either 
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uſe. there is no 


ground for either Hope e. Fear, le. 
= fore: we. know oe Duty. When we 
BR SB . know 
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5 | know it, and conſider v m 
1 obſerve it, then it is that we begin 


2 Livin God awakens un, 5 . 


in the ſecond Place, 1 ſbem the general 3 
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pearance at the Bar.: The Terrour f | 


—_ 
Ve > en 
fo wie ee 
5 


and makes us ſen ſihle, how Heb. 10.13 
fearful 4 Ning yer * oo 
fall into his Hands: S Renn, 


the Motives ef our e: And, p :  - 
ter all, becauſe 77 12 + — 


uu 22 55 3 1 7 et 55 bur Pride = : 


Zh 5 


3 eee Jan 710 eee, b | 
_ Sin; becauſe ae Ke ſolutions nf 
Commonly: te more. neglected of the WM 
iwo. A little Melancholly, or l © M 
5 & Hrs 15 Nau 4 with no: | 


i 
* 


"Þo 4 oa 
moro than meerly Self-Love in the 


0 aſe, - may oftentimes produce a feu- 
ſeble Concern, and even Tears, when 
we reflect zpon the 2 we are in: 
Though all this mile, our darling 
our pen 50 are eue- 
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our Crimes : They (are to _ — 4 
„ Compliments are to Our. Neigh- % 

1 j theſe are Words of courſe, 
nd hoſe: are Thoughts of courſe 4 
beth femify Jud? nothins. | 
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nue, to pretend to 82 Acguaint ance 

5 with, ſo rare a Vertue. Aid beſides, 
in ſuch a Matter, ſo extremely diſ- 

- E to our corrupted 8 

e was need EIS more. 
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2 Good Chriſtian. | Having deſeribd _ © 
bi, Heart, I thought it would it © 
be -amiſe. to finiſh the Remainder-of 
tis Character. In tis alſa, I 4d. 
- "wance not a Mord of my own. Should 
 Tpreſume to draw a iſtian to the 
5 bh ONE. be — * l . 42 
po anity, as my eaaer pre- 
tend to ſit for the Picture. I produce 
| the Scripture. chiefly, .. and. the - Fa- 
thers, nom amd then a Modern Au- 
tbor : Any helping Hand was n, 5 
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PN ehis Edition; T have alter'd - 

1 ching but the laſt Section of Hami- 
2 in which I have omitted three 
Articles. 1 was advisd to it by a 
a, and would not argue the Mat- 

ter with a Perſon, whom I have ſo. 
1 Reaſon to think wiſer than my | 
If As to my own Judgment, I am & 
il öf A corttrary Of inion-; and ſhould 
not have ſo eaſily ſub itte, had I not 
reflected, that I ought to nov ra 
n Aenne 2 
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2 Mise Who came to pen fe | 
the Old LY, who came to change the 
Law of. Fear into A Law of Love, Who 
brought down. Fire. fr ram Heaven, o 
enflame our Hearts, reply d, vert „ 
' Thogs Bal Lowe. the Lord: 22 wan ab: 4 
rhy H art, weh all thy Sou] „with ke; 
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fear, that any of us little think 
5 Great it is. We little reflect on 
the cne ſide, how: great our Obligation- 
are to love our God; and on the other 
fide, how great are the Advantages - 
which cannot fail to attend this Love, 
We little conſider, how great pur Ingra- 
tude is, if we omit our Greateſt Day; 
how great our Ns, if we negect Gar: 
e Good. L: br 


:# SEE Te rt RE 
Ther vi} pave of God is aur Greateſt Duty. 


it plainly appear, that the 
| od above all things, is 
"oh Greateft - Duty. of a Chriſtian; one 
would ebink, it wefe enough to ſhew, 
| chat tis a Duty which comprizes all our 
other Duties; that it is the total Sum 
at 8 and thar wichour the 
leaſt Hyperbole; it is the Who/sDaty of / 
Man ; becauſe, all other recepts whac. / 
| werer, 'only are fo many Branches o 
this Great Cimmandment, 
| e. e Which is the Root of alt. 
| $ " the reſt. St. Cyprian calls 
PREQLA . the Grand Epitome of 
| ligations. And were it necef. 
| fary, it were eaſie 2 2 zmonſtrace; that 
. ede e N kerterter 
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than all his Creatures, becauſe He real. 
| . contains in his own Eſſence all Per- 
fections whatſbever; fo our Ob;zation 
to love him, is incomparably greater 
than all other Obligations, becauſe it e- 
minently comprehends them altogether. 
This is enough to give us a confus d 
Idea of our Daty at a diſtance. If we 
draw the Profpe& nigher, we ſhall find 
an infinite variety of preſſing Morives 
_ which enforce our Obligatisn. Every | 
ſingle Excellency of the Object we a-- 
| dore is all Divine: No Shadow thereof # 
any Blemiſh to obfeure thaſe Charms 
which challenge our Affection: No- 
thing in our God, bur whar'is infinitely - : 
Amiable, and deferving infinitely more 
than AZ the Love that we are able to a 
return. Since therefore All and every © 
„ vn Sf his Me ene e 
unlimited and boundleſs; ſince they All 
and every ons deſervs a ſuitable Eſteem, 
ſince they command our Love as much 
as they deſerve it: Hence it follows 
clearly, chat our Duty is as boundleſs 
nas their Merit; and that, as St. Bernard 
ſays, There is no other Meaſure of our Love, 
tum loving without: Meaſure. 
3 wohnt the numberleſs Variety of 9 
_ thoſe Divine Perfections, which he Ee 
bu mit ſeen, mir tl E heard, nor 3 9 
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hg into vo the Heart 7 am 1 iCor. 2.19. 


There. is one which we. are more. ac- 

i with ; there's one, Which in 
a manner makes the reſt our own; an 

Which of all, is the moſt apt to make a 


ſeuſib! eIm aged in a generous Heat; 5: 
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1 mean, that of a True Hiend. 


read. in e fticus,. 6..15.. that there Þ Z 


{Nor bing, TN % 4 True. and Faith · 
"Fl Pg. ad that, in che Ballance 
05 the 77 He. weighs much more t hau 

1/4 the Gold and 4 in the ald. As. 
*. © Jets iS 9 9 better upon Earth than 
3 o there is nothing more 
1 tetended 10. Ang as the World de- 
=: IVES, us m , Where we. expect it 

, 10./there.1 is. hardly; any thing in 

Io, 4 mote deceive. us, than in This. . 

of all; that read theſe Lines, perha 


8 5 7 is not ,0ne, Whoa not boen al. 


; our, 1 above 15 
| | x them there, where we 
"are Tor fe to. 9 a True and Faithful, One; 


575 wh '0 Loves us gratis, always Loy d us; 


"OV. 'd us. ven when we were his Enemies:; 'P 
and wall for all Eternity, continue t 

ſame Love, unlefs we prove 97 6 | 
and 7918 e F 
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He loves us gratis: Not * any Good 
He gains by it, or any little Service we 


| . cando him. He cannot ſtandl in need 


olf any of thoſe Goods, which every Mo- 
ment He beſtows upon us. Thos art my 
Soda, ſays the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 16. 2. My 
Goodneſs extend nat to Thee... When we 
have done all we can, Late 17. 10; Me 
are unprofitable.Servants : We have done 
our ſelves the greateſt Yoon we can 
imagine; but our God is 
not a jot better for t. Yu Lib, 10. 
| Hum ain, ſays Sc. Auſtin, 4e Civ, 
is not bet ter for our drinking 
41 the Stream, nor the Sun the 3 for our + 


walking. by bis Light. If I may uſe St. 


Pauls Expreſſion, 2 Cer. 12. 14. He ſecks - 
not what is Ourt, but Ce. He ſeeks for 


nothing but; our Love, and even this 


Command He lays upon us, meerly for 


dur Good, Deut, 100 12, 13: And nom, 


ſays He, What docs thy Lord thy God re- 
quire + thes, but to Love Him with all t 
Heart which I command. thee, this Day, 
or thy Good. Behold, dear Chriſtians, 
A Trus and Faithful Friend ! And ſee how 
vou can anſwer it to your good Na- 
ture, if you do not love Him 
He always low d us, always thought | 
es not only all of us in general, but 
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O. 6. 2. 
Love eternal as Himſelf. © He ſays, in 
the Prophet Jeremy, Ch- 13. 3. I have 
bed Thee with an Laue; there. 

. fore with loving Kindneſs have I drawn 
Thee. And what more powerful At- 
tractive can there be, to draw us to Him; 
than that Loving Kindneſs which from 
all Eternity, took care of our Concerns, 
contriv'd dur future Happineſs, and 
drew a Scheme of all the neceſſary Means 


54>: bring us to it. Except himſelf, He 


hardly thought of any thing but Us; 
our firſt Creation, our Redemption, our 
_ Salvation, were always in his Eye; they 
Were the Eternal Entertainment of his 
Mind; they were the Great Deſign 
which gave-occaſion to the firſt Produ- 
Trion of this World, which we ungrate- 
fully prefer before Him, - though He 
made it for us, Ez. 9. 14. Never for. 
fake your Old Frida, your New-one will 
never be like Him: Alas! who can help 
it, if we will be ſo ungrateſul, and for- 
ſake fo ancient a Friend? We may be 
fore, it is impoſſible to find a new one 


. comparable to Him. 


Hie loyd us, even when we were bis 
Enemies. Tis true, the firſt Producti- 
oa of the Univerſe was prof enough; 
and no Man can deny, but that ſo great 
2 Gift beſtowed urch us for-our Uſe, | 
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_ abundantly ſets forth the Greatneſs of 
huis Love. But yet the whole Creation 
of the World, is nothing to the conſtant 
Cionſervation of it for our ſakes, who 
| haveſo long, ſo mach abus d it. If the 
firſt beſtow ing of a more than ordinary 
i Favour, without any previous Merit on 
; our fide, be ſuch an Argument of more 
than ordinary Love, What is the con- 
SD 
) 
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ſtant Repetition and Continuation of the 

ſame ſo long a Time; although the lon- 
D ger we enjoy it, we demerit more and 
- || more, and are as ohtinate in dur Tugrati- - 
ö _ tade, as He is canſtant in his Kindneſs ? 
5 Was there ever any true and hearty Love 
i Uke this! St. Paul expreſſes ſome Reſem- 
. blance of it in a ſecond Letter, which he 
: writes to- the Corinthians; and declares 
> his Readineſs to ſerve them, ICor. 12 15. 
. | Though (ſays he) the more abundantly 1 
„ e entre x We reai it 
; in the 1 
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tinguiſh+ Though dur God foreſaw 


how much it was'in vain ro court our 


Love, although He was not ignorant 


that his Affection for ſo baſe, and ſo un- 
worthy Creatures, would be more deſ- 
pis d, the more he labour'd to endear us 
to him; though he knew before- hand, 
the unparallell d Ingratitude of Man: 
Nevertheleſs, He ſent his only Son to 

fave us; He could not hold his Hand ; 
He could not deny himſelf the Satisfa- 
Qion of being infinitely Kind. Bꝰ aſto- 
uiſh'd, O he Heavens at'th7is ! Jer. 2. 12 
Str. John diſcourſing of this Love, 


takes notice of no other Motive of it, 
than our Gnatitude; our indiſpenſible 


Obligation to be Grateful to ſo Good a 


Friend,” We love Him, ſays he, b cauſe he 


fir# lov'd Us, 1 Jo. 4. 19. He. does not 
fay, becauſe He's infinitely Good and 


Perfect in himſelſ, but becauſe He has 


been infinitely Good and Kind 0 w. 
His Reaſon I gather from the 12th Ver. 

of the ſame Chapter, where he ſays, No 
Man has ſeen God at any time; and the 20. 
where he adds, How tan a Man Love God, 
whom he has at ſeen? f be had over 


. 2 : > «NY $- E dP THe 
feen him Face 0 Face; 1 Cor: T3, 12. as | 


all the bleſſed Spirits do in Heaven; we 


fhould then have lov'd Him here as they 
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do. there; The very Sight of Him (al- 
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. 2. Moves of Love. 17 
FF —though Henever had been Kind) would 

hae tranſported us beyond all thoughts 
of any thing but Him; it would have 
been impoſſible to entertain the leaſt 
Impreſſion of any other Love, in Com- 
petition with him. But, becauſe this 
Happineſs is not to be expected here, 
where tis impoſſible to ſee him as be is, 
Y 1 Joh. * $42 Therefore St. John the Dif- 

_ 6:plewhom JESUS loved, Jo. 21. v. 7. 
who by Experience knew, that no Im- 


8 ſinks deeper in a generous. 
Heart, than the endearing Obligation o 
returning Love for Love, pleads nothing 
elſe but Gratitude, for the fulfilling of 
this Great: Commandment ;' We Love- 
Him, ſays he, becauſe he firſt loved us, 1 
John 4: 19. „ 
There's nothing more obliging, than 
the Love of a True Friend; and nothing 
\ elſe obliges us ithout it. What ſoever 
the interior Value of a Benefit amounts 
to, when we caſt it up, the Obligation is 
not tax d by any other Weight or Mea- 
ſure, than his Love to Whom we- ſtand 
indebted for it. In this Caſe, Iugrati- 
tude, of all Crimes, is the moſt unpar. 
donable, a Crime fo baſe, which Hu- 
. man Nature ſo abhors, that even the 
worſt of Men, who are aſham'd of no- 
thing elſe, can never endure, that an) 
8 "13 7 5 Bt Man 
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18 Motiwrs of Love. b. 2 


Ungrateful. Other Sins they publiſh to 
the World, but this they always labour 
to conceal. And tho I ſcarce can think 


yet Ingratitude is ſo noma > carries ſo 
much Byſeneſs in the very Front of it, 
that Icoutd never hear of any that were 
ever proud of being thought Ungratefu!. 
Rather than a Man ſhould think they 
are ſo, they invent a Thouſand frivo- 
lous Pretences to diſowẽn the Obligati- 


deny a , Ingratitude, they hide it 
with a greater. So aſham d they are to 
own this Fault, that they had rather be 
a thouſand times Ungrateful, than be 
once eſteem d ſo. e 

This is the Crime which many of 
us are ſo guilty of, although we are as 
much unwilling to believe it, as we are 
-aſham'd to.own.it, And one of the moſt 
notorious Aggravations of our great In- 
gratitude is this; that we not only are 
ſo, but are in a manner quite inſenſible 
nitely more our Friend than any other 
can be, therefore we regard him in- 


dignat ion, 


Man ſhould either ſay or thint, they are 


4 .of any IWickedneſs ſo infamous, but ſo me 0 
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on; they quarrel with the Benefit; re- 
vile the Benefactor; and that they may 


ol being fo. © Becauſe our God is infi- 


finitely leſt. We cannot without In- 
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g. 2. Motives of Love. 19 
. dignation, obſerve one Man ungrateful - 
to another: The very Stery of an ung rate- 
ful Action, ſays Seneca, puts us out of all. 
Patience, and gives us a loathing. for the: 
Author of it. That inhuman Villain, we ery, 
to do ſo horrid a Thing! And yet, when. 
we obſerve, how horribly ungrateful a 
Poor miſerable Creature is to our Crea- 
tor, we take little notice of ir; we re- 
gard it with a cold Indifference, as if 
we were content it ſhould be fo. _- ys 
We cannot plead in our Defence, that 
we are ignorant, how much we ſtand 
indebted to him for his Love: Alas! 
we all know well enough, that there was 
never any Love like his: So True, ſo 
Ancient, and ſo Conſtant. If we plead 
Forgetfulneſs or i twill 
only make the Matter worſe, by offer=. 
ing to mend it. He is the moſt ungrate · 
ul of ad, ſays the Moral Philoſopher, 
who forgets either the RenefaFor, or t he 
Benefit, And yet; when we have made. 
the beſt we can of an ill Cauſe, tis cer-. 
rain, that the true, if not the only Rea... 
_ fon, why we are inſenſible of our Hgra. 
titude, is, becauſe we ſeldom call to- 
mind, and almoſt quite forget, how 
great our Obligation is to Love our God, 
Lance he firs loved us, 1 John 4. 19. 
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20 Motives of Love. F. 2. 
Ai ile Ends of the World, fays the Pſal. 
miſt, ſball Remember, and be Converted to 
God, Pfal: 22. 28. Bet us Remember on- 

Iy what a Friend God is; how infinite. 
Iy better than the Beſt we have beſides: 
Zet us Remember only This, and we ſball 

be Converted : We ſhall be aſham'd of 

Sur Ingratitude, and Love. him above all 

ee >, 2 vs 694 | ; III 

That the Love of God is our Greateſt Good: 


\ / Harever our Duty is, the very 
5 Word : Commandment is always: 
odious to thoſe who love their Liberty, 

and makes it ſo much harder to go down 
With them. But yet, if after ſecond 
Thoughts upon the Matter e diſcover 
that one Reaſon; why it is our Greateſt 
. Obligation, is, becauſe it is our Greate#- 
. Good; the Mee will then ſeem eaſy; and 
the Burt hen light, Matth. 11. 30 
Three Things there are, which gain 
our Hearts, command our Inclinations, 

And in a manner, govern all dur Actions; 

and theſe three Things are, Honour, Pro- 

, Pleaſure. Whatſoever we call Cod, 
falls under one of theſe three Heads; 
tis either Honourable, Profitable, or De- 
IUghiful. All theſe three accompany 
the Love of God, and none of them are 
ever to be found without it. 1. To 
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1. To begin with Honour: I take for 
anted, no Man oughr to judge, that 
or thut is Honourable, becauſe the ge- 
nerality of Mankind, by miſtake, is apt 
to value and admire it; but before he 
gives his Verdict, every Man ſhould firſt 
conſider well the Merits of the Cauſe. 
A wiſe Man, though he liv'd amongſt 
a Multitude of Infidels, and ſaw how 
much they honour and adore falſe 

Gods, he would not therefore preſently! 


conclude ſuch Idols Honourable; but 
would rather laugh at thoſe who are ſo 
Blind, as not to ſee how little They de- 
ſetve t. The Queſtion is not, what 


we (by a vulgar Error) are enelin d to 
Honeur moſt, but, v hat it is that as moſt 
worthy of it? And this upon a ſtrict 
Enquiry, will appear to be the Love'of 
God ; Honour, at all Hands, is agreed to 

be a Teftimony of ſome Excellence; and 
Nothing can be truly Honourable; if it 


be not truely Excelleut. A Man has n 0 0 


juſt Title to/his Honour (any more than 


what the common Duties ot Civility a- 


mount to,) if he have not ſomething ian 


him more then ordiaary, fome Perfegti- 
on to diſtinguiſh him, and raiſe him to 


2 height more Elavated then the low- 
eb Raab of Mu. 
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The Qualities which juſtly challenge 

Men's Eſcem, are Wiſdom, Juſtice, Power, 

and whatſoever raiſes us to the Per- 
tffection of our Nature. As 
2.23.7. for Wiſdom : S. Thomas of 
48.13. Aquine hasdemonſtrated;thar 
- _ ... * no Man can be truly #7, 
who does not love God above all things. 
nie may be, ſays he, a wiſe Merchant, or a 
wiſe Pilot, a wiſe States. Man, or a wiſe 
General; becauſe he may be Prudent in 
_ The choice of proper Means, well fitted to the 
Purpoſe and Deſign of ſuch Employ- 
ments; but tis impoſſible, to be a w/f It 
- Man, without being 1#7ſe in order to the | 

| Proper End of MAN, the great Defign of 

| his Creation, which is noching but the 
Knowledge and the Love of Ged. A Ma- 
giſtrate, who is created meerly for the 
Public Peace, whatever he may be in 
. other things, if he be not Mie in order 
to rtbat Eud, He is not a wiſe Magiſtrate. 
And ſince all Mankind was created te 
be happy in an everlaſting Union with 
God whatever a Perſon may be in other 
Affairs, if he be not Wiſe in order to 
this End, he may be a Wiſe what you 

| pleaſe, but he is not a wiſe MAN. 
As for Juſtire, I would gladly know, 
how any Man is throughly and truly 
Juſt, who is perpetually Guilty of — 


— 


. Moriver of Love. 23 
ge -moſt-notorious infuſtice e can think of. 
r, Such is che Man, hoe re he be, that 
des not doe his Maker as he ought. 
\s Tis true; He only is _ to God 3 
of he only wrongs himſelf; he never 
ac | wrong'd his Neighbour, may be all his 
ſe, Tie. Bur what could you ſay of a 
gs. | Steward who anly chents his Maſter 7 
Would you think him a juſt Man, be- 
iſe Þ <auſe * never cheats his Fellow-Ser-- 


= Great, in ſome particular reſpects, bur 
% never can be Alſelute, without the Love 
the of Ged. I may ſay the fame of Power, 
of | that St. em ſays of Wiſdom.' A Man 
he without this Love may be a Powerful 
a. Prince, a Powerful-Warriour, or the like; 
the becauſe, without it he may have a 
in Power neceſſary for the main Deſign of 
der Government, or War, Gr. Bur, fince 
=—_ without this Love, he neither can Com. 
ro and his Paſſions, nor himſelf ; tis evi- 
ith dent, he has not all the Power neceſſary 
her do attain the proper End of Man's Crea- 
to tion. In a Word, he is no Powerful 
you Man, who is not Maſter of himſelf. i 
| Thus you may plainly ſee, how theſe - MM 
ow, || three Characters of Wiſe, Ju#, Powerful, P 
-uly Which are the moſteſteem'd and honours: Ml 
the | ® the World, ate only Shadows, and 
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Maries of Love. . . 
imperfe&Semblances, if ſeparated from 
the Love of - God. > You plainly ſee, that 
it. not only is the greateſt Excellence of 
Man, moſt Honourable, moſt Deſerving our 


Eſteem; but that, without it, there is 


- * 


hardly any thing which truly is ſo... 
1. As it is our Great eſt Honour, ſo it 
15 our great i Proſit. St. Haul was ſo 
ſenſible of this, that N e Fervour 
of his Zeal appears in al 


yet he never ſpeaks with greater Em- 
phaſis, that when he has a fair occaſion 


to diſcourſe upon this Subject. Though 7 
ſpeak, ſays he, with the Tingues of Men and 


Angels, and have not Charity, 1am become 


like founding Braſs, or a tink/ing Cymbal. 
And though I have the gift of: Propheſy;and 
underſtand all Myſteries," and all Knowleage ; 
and though I have all Faith, fo that I could 
' remove Mountains,” aud have ne Charity, 1 


am nothiug. And though I beſtow all my 


Spo to feed the Poor, and though. I give 


my Body to be burn d, and haue not Charity, 
it prußts me nothing; 1 Cor. 13. He has 
reckon d up the. greateſt Gifts, and beſt 


Advantages that he could call to Mind; 


and yet he ſays, they all are Nothing 
to our Pur | On 

other ſide, the ſame Apoſtle teaches us, 
that all things elſe are profitable with 
it, though they never can be ſo without 


poſe, without Love. On the 


his Writings, 


4 
db 4 


92 . Motives of Love. 25 
255 it. We bow, ſaj she, that alt Thingi'wa E 
. e for geo o tho is Wrox 7050 ifs Go 5 
ret of ing 


Rom. 8.8. Thie Se 

Things into Gold, has in 115 ey Ache 

been ſought for; püt the Myſtery. of 

changing all meaneſt ofc our Actions into 

mote than Gola is much Po, 5 7.80 
NAN 


n 


ET 


J be found. pal ede Je do, . 
" = 4 £8 wiſh the Na wel 7155 al. or,, to. 3 | 
, and ev ry thing you do will have more + 
I Value in his Sight, chan 1 ens 1 5 
L and Silyer in the World. The. ea | De- 
7 gree of Love, the coldeſt At of ha 
4 - rity, even the giving, 4 Cup f. cola. aters 
4 for the Lodve.of God, our Saviour Vo s 
l. us, JÞ 125 71 10 w ſel 4255 2 war, 4 

16. So rrue. is that of. Sr. 4% in, 40 
i 7 Things 170 are Profi table with it 3 , nothing a 
aſe 1 1 truly ſo without it. 
a 3. As it is our Greateff Profir, ſo ĩt 
ds dur. ra wo P'eaſure ;," There is no- 
of ching {ſo Del;zh ul, even in this World, 8 
7 as to Love God with all our Heart, with all, 
N our Soul, with all our Mind. 'Tis bard e- 
V nough, 1 know, to make the World be- 
2 lieve it: Becauſe, although the Truth. 
* be in it ſelf as clear and bright as the. 
* Meridian Sun, our Paſſions raiſe a clou- 
ich dy Miſt before our Eyes, which inte 


— cepts the Sight of it. All Perſonggwho 
it. * are fix d upon the rea 
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of this World, can hardly e er be per- 


5 


ſuaded, but that che Love of God i is "che 
dulleſt, and the moſt inſipid Thing ima- 


is ſo Honourab 7, as to be a Saint; 
and that it is but a very little Profi for 
a Man ro gain the World, and loſe his Soul, 
Match. 16, ad. The Honeur and the 
Profit are agreed * -upon,. but. where's 
the Pleaſure? All that can be ſaid upon 


this Subject they are unacquainted with, 
they underſand " 
An an unn 


d it not. He preaches 
18 Who preaches the 
Love, of God to thoſe who never loy'd 
him. The Language of Love, ſays St. Ber- 


. 1 ir barbaraus to thoſe who love not. 


Don as ever they begin to turn 
rheir Backs upon theſe rotten Pleaſures, 


and beet towards Heaven ; preſently 


>. _ theſe Darlings of. their Heart 
5 begin, as it were, Th pul them 
ib. 8. 4 'Yhe Sleeve, as St. Auſtin words 


It, and whiſper in thetr Ear, Do 
you forftke 4 And from this Moment Pal 


we bave Jour Company 1 more, FOR E- 


VER Shall ve NE VER ſee you more? 


Thus they ſollicit, thus they imp rune, 


and tempt them, to defer the Lime o 
their Converſion, ..Do yo 15255 u think it poſſible 
to live wit hour the leaf, ures of this 


| Wortd?. FE ae Tis not only 
polfible; 


able. They eaſil conceive, Fi Ma no- 


4 1 # o-a 1 ww a 


rng, PI 


ans alt AH 2 


„„ K bc 


like Thoughts of Pebth: But then was 


| tfaittos to be founti int? A Mam whis 
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ofhible; it isthe Gtuteſt pleaſurè * 
orld to lire without them. 
true, the very Thoughts of ee 1 


ought to reflect; that as we feel no Pair 
when we are Dead; but ur gur Pam js 


only whilſt we are in Dy: Sh we 
the Pain of leavin My Peder, 
whilſt we are pt Doty what to Do; 


But we are Dead, we feel no Pain at all, 
when once We are Refolv'd upor't. Nu 
ite Dead, Tays St. Phul to the Coliegt; 
Col. 3. 3. and your Life ir biden 15 
Chin in Göd. f um Denn, Tay * — Ame 
Apoſtle to the Gotatfanr; Gi 
and the Life which I now Ide in Tit 5 
1 live by the Fulth of the Son of Cod; who be 
lov'd me. Yee the powerful Effekts of 
Love! It makes us as inſetiſihle to a 
the Pleaſure? of this World, as if out In- 
clinations were already Bead, 'and'quite 


Krrinzuiſe in us. Cant. 8. s. Lebe 


#5" Deu ee | 
Fes this! dero; Lor which een bo 
us from che Tyranny of all choſe Paſs 
four, which ibide the Kingdom of dür 
Heart: A Kingdom brought fo 3 5 

where Satan "taſte oy” Satan; F ; 

% Riigdont and 7 Matth. 12. 125,726; 
Hew is there any true Content and $83 


B JIN | 


* 


1 plas all bis Happineſs in 3 
isPaſſions,, can never pleaſe himſelf, 
All he has pleas d them all: And, ſince 

11 firs impoſſible to pleaſe t Maſters, 

=_ wis 5 poſſible for any Man to pleaſe 

=_ ſf many? I might here appeal to each 
1 Man's private Conſcienee, for a farther 


_ Lullen Conſcience . even, when it is up- 
on the Wrack) refuſes to confeſs, we 
have the Word of God, the. beſt and 


_ cleareſt Evidence we can deſire: The 


the troubled Sea, when it cannot re; whoſe 

— Haters cat Mire and Dirt: there is no 
3 " PEACE, 1257 mx. God, Fo the Wicked. 
VD the other Side, when once the 
Love F Ged has full Pollefiion of our 
Heart, when Chriſt Co it by Faith, 
FR the Hy, 8 by: Charity; ; when 

f rrit of 1 to move un the 
Face 17 ee en. 12. it preſently 
commands the Minds and the. Sea, Matth. 
$-26. and there ſucceeds a great Calm. 

In a word, as much as Liberty is, more 
agreeable, than Slavery, as much as Uni- 


content and Pain, ſo much che Pleaſure 
which N the Love of Cod, is Greater 


* 


Teſtimony of this Truth: But, if a 


Wicked, ſays he, . 57. 20, 21. are like 


ty is better than Diviſion, as much as 
Peace Kurer and Bas are. more De- 


' lightfultha e Diſturbance, Diſ- 


1 den; ie — f chu World. Had : 


. 1 ˙ͤʃtötf . 


ne n =>. 
* 


rr 
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love the World? They love it with 4 
their Heart, they deſire nothing elſe, but 
| 3 ; wa 5 — | : B * 5 | . | 


8. * Morives of Love. op 
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Hlad it been poſſible for our Creator 


to oblige us all to Love him gratis, we 


might then have had more colour for 


our Crime. And yet it would have been 


no more. than What he very well de- 
ſerves.” He lov'd us gratis, without a- 
ny poſſibility of Recompence: He hum- 


\ bled himſelf to repair our Honour; he 


5 Heaven to promote our Iutereſf; 
he ſuffer d Torments to procure our Eaſe; 
and it would ny yo a ſuitable Return, 
if we preferr'd his Honour, Intereſt and 
Pleaſure, far before our own. But, as 
our kind and gracious/God has order d 
it to our Advantage, we are all oblig'd 
to ſeek our own true Honour, Tatereſt, 


and Pleaſure, and deſpiſe the falls Ap: 


rances of Honourable, Profitable-and 
Delightful, which the World endea- 
yours to delude us wi tn.. 
When we have made the moſt we can 
of ſuch an Obligation, *twill amount to 
neither more nor leſs than what we dai. 
ly ſee before our Eyes. Conſider how the 
Ambitious, the Covetous, and the Vo- 
luptuous, love their Honours, Riches, 
Jeaſures ; Is it not plain, they love 


them above all Things? And why ſhould 


not we love God as well as „„ | 
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not truly Tove our ſe Ves, U le 
9 19 te Go 2 with all ty cart, with. 


to enio it; z wi th. eker Soul, they have 


wot Mind, they Wor: of 779 elſe, 
| r 
God 15 Cha 123 $ than The Worl ? Or 


no paſſion for any ch ing elſe; with 5 


15 4, bud 15 . Well known to 
e ohr 1 ny,) | ore: 11 5 
tha an th he 8 0 S, m ſt true, 


Hoſt 8 BY. maſt cor Fug who 
3” has.always lov Aus berrer than we love 
'OU 


lves? Is: pr f 
00 0 ws 1505 0 be 4 


Favourite of God? 1 AR Pro 
t 100 e cared? i | 
4 Reward hed 6 or, 85 50 Flea- 
05 "Thich are always mi with 1 in · 
terv als of! fſcon nt, I. X! ty Anc Pain, 
reater than. thoſe De igh ; Which, are 
nehan e ab d oxtal, a and vine; 
which, this Vale bf Miſery, be. 


n our Heaven upon Earth? Ah Chri- 
HORS W e haye . aaa 81 iſp ute 
ligarion, ere: 

the hole Atrios is entirely on our 
weve So great Advantage, thatwe can- 


8 we {ove 


eus S , it Hur Mind, Matth. 22. 
1 _ 5 
vr op greateſt, Godd, 


500 681 n 15 US in | 


That * F he hi Gra, 


28 Jortd;ro viſ 32 
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94. Motives of Love. 
S E C T. IV. 


the Holy Gheft. 0. 


41 dune; ſays our Sxyiour, to Fo 
Fre en the Earth, Luke 12. 22. 


RG Tdeſire, but phat it may" be kindled 2 


This he'defires ; for this he came, and 


this we Pray For, in n the * of vg £ 


22 


Gliof 0 Ginbly ar arg, 
2 prov vd 1 mas 6 the Mi racles 


he did. But yet u Spirit is not natural- 


ly ſenſible; Fr us. 6 he comes inviſi- 


bly, he eomes more like himſeif; nor 


have we any reaſon (When he dwells. 
within us) to ſuſpect, that he is leſs at 
kome, becauſe he: leſs appears abroad: 

Altho we do not ſee-the Fire deſcend; 
and reſt upon our Heads; yer, if the 


Tove of God enſſume us, ifitburnwiths 


in our Hearts, if it appear in our Devo 
tion, in dur Converſation; in our Aci. 
ons, bis enough, we then maß hope, we 


have recciv's thie- Holy Ghoſt, and that 
our Saviour verifies in us tis: 2 


iſe, | 
which he made us, when hie ſnd 


Y 
be inyou;Folinie. Ws He did note 
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and abandon their Poſterity : Our Sa- 
viour did not ſend him to us, that he 
might immediately for ſake us, but that 
he might retnain with us for ever, to 


, 5 e jk World. I wil pray my 7 


ther, Tays he,. that he may. * 10 with 
fer ever, John $6166 © 
The Spirit of God ſbat be in ut. Tis 
« ſolema Promiſe of: our Saviour him- 
we cannot doubt of it, although 
we cannot: but admire; it with progpund 
Aſtoriſhment, ike that of Solomon 


 God:awell with us on the Eat, A Kings 
3.8, 27. Will the Spirit of God not on- 


ly dwell here with us, but within us! 


Heaven, ſays he, $199 the Hearuen of Hea- 


wens cannot contain thee, how much eſs ehie 
Houſe which I have;builded 1 If we tad; 


that Solomon was thus tranſported when 
he. look'd upon his Temple, and com- 


par'd it with the Majeſty of God, to 


whom he built it; may not we: — 
much more the Living Temple of the 


Holy Ghoſt? ? . 1}. ths Heaven of Heavens 


cannot contain the Spirit of God, bow much 


Leſs this: little Houſe. of Clay? Can, We 
imagine, that this little Heart of ours, 
is more capacious than Heaven? Or, 


can our Heart contain our God, if Hea- 
ven cannot? Oh no! Our God is. In- 
finite; 


* Fan be, contain'd i in Ci. 
K ther, 


4 | Ty 


bh AMS. | hs os eta, Sir et ata 2 


JJ. ͤ Be ra th te . 


by Experience Taſte and See, Pſal. 33.9. 
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my 
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LA. Motive of Love. 33 
ther, and yet he d wells in both. Hear 
the ala fh, To thee'T Ife up my Ey2s, 0 


thou that dwelle# in the Heavens, Pſal. 122. 
1. Hear St. Faul; Da are the Temple of. 


Cod, and the Spirit of God dwells in yy. | 


1Cor: 3. 16. Compare both Teſtaments, 
the Old and New; and if you ſeriouſly. . 
believe* them both, conclude, we have 
the ſame Aſſurance that God dwells in 8 
Vertuous Souls, as that he dwells in ü 
Heaven. 7 ; ICS P. 2319 | (> Nin 8 81 Ay 4 
ide Kingdom of God is within you, Luke 
17.21. Whereſoeyet Majeſty reſides, the 
Court is there; and whereſoever the 
King governs, there his Kingdom is. If 
the Almighey govern all the Faſſions Mo- 
tions, and Aſfections of our Souls; if 
once he be the Sovereign Monarch of 
our Hearts, if the Love of God give 
Law to all our Inc linations, the Hol 
Ghoſt-is then as truly in us, as the King if 
is in his: Kingdom, and he is no ther- i 
wiſe in Heaven. This is that Heaven 
upon Earth which none can underſtand. 
but thoſe devout and pious Souls, Who 


how Sweet God's Kingdom is, where 
Chriſt governs by Faith, and the Holy 
Ghoſt by Charity; or (as St. Auſtin 4550 ; 
boſe King it Truth, whoſe Law is. Love, +. 
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A Spirit, having no Proportion Wit 
Flac (if we bslicve Philofaphors ) 1 12 
neither here, nor Where, nor auy. when, of? 
it: e buronly'by its Operation in à Bo! 
vehich ĩs in cake Place) When An-- 
. formerly. appear d Witli Airy Bo- 

ies, they. were truly and Tang or 

4 2 — Bomns, e 
"operating t fe, | 

Whatever'the Airy Body ten FM 

the Angel trag did, the Angel dee I 
the Angel wall a, the Angel Hale di- 
ecurs'd, cenvers d with Men. The Ho- 
153 Ghoſt i is likewiſe truly and ſubſtanti- 
ally preſent in the Soul of a devot and 
33 Chriſtian! He dwells in his Heart 
ating ther; his Heart * 
#Parallics on Earth: LA Lobe en 


2 


Vo planted in the agi of ir, is tho. 


Tres Life, Gen: 2.9. "The Holy G hoſt 
rofs!£.' becomes the Angel-Guardian | 
ot che Place, and like the Cherubim, de- 

ds itt with 2 Haming Sworg; Gen. 3 24. 


122 him Life, We live bythe Spirit, 


Sal. J. 2. He gives him Motion, #e 
a the Spirit; He glves him Speech, 
The ot you that Teak, fays our Saviour 
his Apoſtles, but the Spirit of Geg rhe | 
155 in von, Matth. 10! 2006. 
1 1 Jeu e "the Parailel berwixt 
ceſence.dfan Angel Telling in an 


— 


FS. 4. Meotives of Love. 35: 
1 and the Preſonce of the He- 
inhabiting in us. Only this 
Dione there is. Philofophers are 
puzzl d to explain the Arras and the O- 
peration. by which an Angel moves the 
Body it 3 but Chriſtians, by the 
Light of 3 2 this Advanta e 0. 
Ver them: They plainly read; and un 
der ſtand 3 thu the Kreer of 
| the Holy Ghoſt, by which he moves and; 
© governs us, is Charity; and; that the O. 
e which with uc, he produces iu u, 
is the Laue f God above al things.” Goat 
the Holy Chaſt i Chariey, 1 John 4. 8. | 
He is the Conſubſtantiat, Love of God 
the Father and the Son? If Charity in- 

| ſpire us, if che Lowe of God direct us, go 
Vern us, and: influence the principal 1 
Ggns and Actions oſ our Life; we then 
may reaſonahlx hope, we. have net re= 
1 i tbe Spirit uf this World; but the K. 
rit bib ia Gad, 1 Cor- a2 112 
laren which is pr ol ; 
nat} and governs all the re zuſu- 
ally call di che: Spirit of a Man: ' If this 
be. Love of Honours, Riches; Pleafures.. 
ofthis World, tis an:ambitious; a co- 
Vetous, a camab or (to ſpeak cham all 
ar onde, ) a worldly Spirit But if it 
be -Layeiof God above all' chings, 


: wichourany competition of Crearures' 5 
a3. | 5 N 1 
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tis a Virtuous, a Divine, a Holy Spirit: 


Ait 


Then it is that the array aiffus'd: 


in on Hearts,.by the Holy Ghoft, the Holy 
Spirit which is given tous, Rom: 5. . 


St. Paul, when he came to Epheſus, 
nd found certain Diſciples, demanded 
af them, Have ye;receiv'd the Hely Ghoft, 


Fee deten Ae 19 1 2. And I am 


Apt to think, it would not he amiſs to. 


Aut the Qusſtion to the Chriſtians of 
J aur Age: Lou in whoſe Minds: Chriſt 


dwells by Faith, does the Holy Ghoſt. 


dwell in your: Hearts by Charity? Is 
; * your Love ſuitable. to your Gt Po- 


you leve God, as you believe he de- 


chings? Youy: greateſt Care, is it to 


your God? Vour greateſt Grief, 
to have: diſpleasd him? In alk: 
things, which deſerve. Deliberation, do 


%ou firſt. conſult his Law, and make it 


che Rule of all your Meaſures? Bxa- 


mine well the | whole Gourſe of your 
fe; ygur Actions Humours, and De- 


guns. What is it that employs your 
Mind the moſt? What Thoughts are 


| | thoſe which cloſe your Eyes at Night, 


and open them next Morning? Are 


they fix'd upon the Only Neceſſary F; Do 


4 
* 


% 


6% 
\ 
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9.4. Motives of Love. 37 | 


compariſon of That? If To; you have 


receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, the: Spirit of 


God, wbom the World emnot receive; Joh- 


14. 17." But) if the ſovereign Inclinati- 
on of your Hearts be love of Honours, . 
Riches, . Pleaſures ; if your greateſt _ 


Grief and Trouble be your Diſappoint- 
ment of Succeſs in theſe ;-if upon all 


Occaſions you conſult your Tnclinations, 
and*rhe-Maxims- of the World You | 


then may anſfwer, as the Epheſant did: 


Alas! we are but lirtle acquainted with 
this Holy Spirit; we have ſcarce heard 


of him, we know not what he is: K 


worldly Spirit we have more acquain- | 
tance with; but, as for the Spirit of 


God, he is 4 Stranger to- us We ſay 


gur Prayers, we frequent the Sacraments, 

we are in the common Road of cuſtoma- 
ry Duties: But our ambirious Spirit; 
our impatient love of Honour, is ſuch, 


that we ate more eongetn d for an AF 
front, than fox a mortal Sin: Our aya- 


ricious Spirit; bur inſatiable Love of 


Riches is ſo violent, that: we had rather 


Hazard the loſs of all the Heaven we 
pretend to, than expoſe the Freafure we - 


poſſeſs: Our carnal Spirit, our incon-“ 
tinent Loye of Pleaſite is ſo paſſionate, 


char we had rather quit our Right to 
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wh, 8 th aiply ſay Fx 


2 1 Wo e 
ut hec 1 0 
Ler hoſe, who'abo above all: {og toys love 
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her in Heaven, they 0 time 
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i he Reaſon, v 
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40 Motives of Tobe. $4: 
' governs all m Actions, is from Hoes 
Lis nor the Spirit of this World ; tis 
the Spirit of my Father W 190 
to him. But on the other fide, Tou are, 
of this World, Tbid. You are led by the 
Spirit of this World; and We 
Whither Igo, you cannot 8 
Let us not flattef and decei 
ſelves with vain Api EAFANCES of e 
ficial iety, which float, upon the i 
ice of. our Souls; but ſound. the ver 
Bon . our 3 and be aſſur d 
that if wo find them chiefly. fixed —— 
this World, or any. Cos Fr in 15 * oh 5 
may ſtand gazing wi 
458 we FAY 8 e 5 admire | 
the Aſcenſion 0 72 Aviour, but all in 
vain; all tis" will beno, Com n us: 
Whither he goes, we cannot follow him. 
We cannot aſcend, unleſs we firſt re- 
ceive che Holy Ghoſt ; nor can we re- 
; 15 Jin. unleſs we firſt prepare Tow: 
s Recept 


| 29 = 11190? SB en T. v. Ae N 
35 Ther e to prepare our Hart . 5 
t great Grace. Ve 
TX [Hen | our Saviour was upon thy 
12 Point of leaving his Apoſtles, 

after he had been Forty Days diſcourſing 

* them ese the” "OE 

"ip 4 


y 2 a. 7 SLE; et AL; 72 31 
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1 5. Motives of Love. 41 
God:: The laſt and moſt important 
thing he recommended to their Care, 
Was, Fat they ſhould: prepare them». 
ſelves for the receiving of the Holy 
Ghoſt: He. commanded them, that they 
ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but wait 
for the Promiſe of the Fat her Acts 1. 4. 

Prepare your Hearts; ſays the Prophet; 
Prepare hour Hearts to God, and ſerve Him 
ouly,. and He mill. deliver you, 1: Sam. J. 3. 
Prepare your Hearts: to entertain the 
Holy Ghoſt, or elſe you never will re- 
ceive him. Prepare Materials for che 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 6. 19. His. 


Temple is not to be built and finiſh'd.. 
in a Day: W'̃ muſt have time to carrx 
- On the Work, and more than ordinary 


Preparations. muſt be made: ib al 
my Might, ſays the Royal Prophet, T: 
have prepar d for the Houſe of my God; bes 


cauſe, ſays he, the Mork is great; and - 


the Palace is not for Man, but God, 1 Chron. 
29. 15 2. $84 en r 
Our Heart lis been, rot ee 


Tags: Our Ambition, Avarice, and 


uſt have had their ſeveral Altars in it; 
and from Time to Time, aceordit as. 
CP ſion ſerv'd, have offer d Sacr;fice-to- 

Honours Riches; Pleaſures. Such a 
Temple, ſo-profun' d, muſt be "i Kang 
and.a New one built, aon the 


141 5 


cmhiagin this World bind us tothe Bark, 


42 Motives of Love. H. F. 
of it. Make your ſelues a nem Heart, and u 
nem Spirit, ſays the Prophet, Bek. 18. 
31. Although ie be God's Work; it is 
às lies in us, we muſt co-operate and 
labour with him: And the more diffi. 

. cult it is, the more induſtriouſſy we 
muſt: endeavour to affect it. na 
aun Might, 1 Chron. 29 2. wich all our 
Induſtry and Diligence, we muſt pre- 
pare our Heart, that it may be a Tem- 
- 0 that w had lut Wings like a Dove, 
(he Wings of that Deve. Which onee de- 
frended viſibly upon our Saviour.) then 
| ſhould we fly away, and be at reſt, Pſal. 55. 
6 Our Hearts ſhould/fy. away from all 
things in this World, and be ar reſt in 
Heaven. Tf once the Love of God enflame 
dur Hearts, with ardent and continual 
Doſires of being happy with him, we 
mall find, that hots Deſives- are Wings 
by which our Hearts aſpire and mount 
to: Heaven, But, if the Love of any 


we tllen ſhall find; that our C2/eftiol De- 
tres are eloggd with Bartbiy Paſſions; 
and although wWe now and then, with a 


fine Sigh, look up to Heaven; yet our 


ſtronger Inclina 


| tions. will \always bear 


who iswholty diſeogag'd: 


7. 9 . 


Heart be any way 
ther Love, He then has: Bird: lime in hie 
"Ts he cannot may, and he ut Raft. 
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| Y is at liberty. St. Auſtin: 4 md 
he: Wings of bus Saul are } ree 3. but iß | 
enfſnar'd With any o- 


5 


ie che themſelves were not 
he receiving of the Holy 


1 


Gt 5 as long: as Shey. were katissel 


With being Hag — ix Saviour's Com- 
| Fele an Earth. tisfaction here 
low, cou d — challenge ſo 


gence it ſelf deſcendingdown from 


1 rr had the beſt and cleareſt Title 


to their Love. And yet, as long as they 


Wer St. Peter's. Mind, and thought 
EE: : e 7 good for us tu b 
e, Mat 


957 M joke "tis good ro make aur 
Tabernacle ere; af long we find they 
ere t for the Reception of tho 
ly, . Ttell:you the Truth, ſays our 


i Reg Ts expedient far you that: Z ge 


16. 7. becauſe you love me 
ittle Reſignation, and are ſo un- 


. — Yay 3 —— a 


raiſe - 
carry tl — 127 
nor away; your L | 


will creep upon the 
„the Sharks Sfrhe.Morid en 
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44 | Motives if Lbs, 3 5. 8 
poſſeſs your Hearts, the Spirit of God 11 
will find no Habiration there; ver. 7. The 7 
Cumfurter will nor come: Bur f I. depart, | 
if I'(whom you ſo dearly love) aſcend, F 
our Minds and Hearts will follow me. 2 
Er Heaven, they will be rais'd above 
the Reach of all things in this World, 
the Spirit of the World will haye No v 
8 there; you then will be fre 
d for the Receiving of the 
Ghoſt; and — you are ſo, 1 7 will. 2 
Him to 56 ver. Ry, 
** When the Holy Ghoſt N he «1 
all the Houſe where they were ſitting, A 
wry Where ever he comes, he fills he 
Houſe, he takes it all ro himſelf: And 
tis no wonder, being Infinite, he takes 
up ſo mueh room. As God would ceaſe 
to be Immenſe, if there were any cor- 
wm of che World in which he is not 8 
Proſent; ſo the Holy Ghoſt would ceaſe. 
to be our Infinite and Sovereign Good, 
If any corner of our Heart have = 
ching Jodg'd im it, that excludes him 
we have recei vd the Ho oly } 
Shoſt, our Heart is the Kingdom of God. | 
He-is'the Abſolute: and Only Monarch 
that commands it, he cannot alienate 
the leaſt part of his Title to the Govern - 
ment; he cannot any way admit of 
RES eee Our Hear 
09 


ide » 


is the Throne of the Moſt High: And, 
if we remember what became of Luci 
fer, I hope it will ſuffice to make us ſen- 
ſible, how dangerous a thing it is, to 
place a Creature in the Throne of God, 
and make it liłe the Higbeſt, Iſa. 14. 14. 
St. Auſtin wondring at the overflow 
ing Meaſure of God's Holy Spirit in the 
Apoſtles Hearts, obſerves; char the Rea- 
ſon why they were ſo full of God, Was 
becauſe they were ſo empty of his Crea- 
tures: They were very full, ſays ne, 
becauſe they were very empty; becauſe 
they were ſo empty of the Spirit of this 
World, therefore they were ſo full of 

| the Spirit of God. 2110 ribs; : 45 20 24 pos £3 
O chat our Hearts were empty; O 
that they were purg d and cleans d like 
theirs. from all inordinate Affection to 
this World; we then ſhould be pre- 

dar d like them, and ready to receive the 

5 weste iel Ghoſt. Tisa great 
Work, and will requite ſome time; 
Why are we then ſo flow*in underta- 
king it? Why do we ſtand gazing ? Atts: 
ir; we gaxe, we lift our Eyes to Hea- 

ven, but yet we ſtand; our Feetare ſixd 

upon the Earth. We prefer Heaven be- 
A of the two we had rathen be 
there; but of the three, (if it were poſs; 
ſible) we had rather be always here. 
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Fſalmi ft, FIBA This Wocid is no- 
thingelſe but Vun): How long will you 


Jeve it? Tis Vanity am Verut jon of Spi- 


rity Bccleſ. 4+ 16. How | long will you 
delight in it? It flies before you itt = 


Sladom, Uh. 6. 12. How long will you 
rum after it? » Alas! tis but a Shavow: . 


* 


if you overkake ic. Tb Horld paſſer away; 
1 John 41, Tis an unkind ina 


a flattering Smile; and will not ſtay a 

moment with us: If it had ever been 
a trus and faithful Friend to any Man, 
we ſhould have fomePrerence'to juſtify 
our ExpeQation of its being kind: Bur, 


deus we; kao, it never was Je do its 


never will be ſo to us. The time will 


come, When we ſhall plainly ſee (al. 
tha perhaps too late) that 2 i5 V. 
nuiy; and we ſhall love no more | what! 


ve are now ſo fond of, The Love of 


all thoſe Trifles, whictroucInfangy was 
donc much pleasd withal, is now for- 


got; and we ſo much contemn rhoſe 
Childiſ Entertainments, chat unleſß we 
ſaw the ſame in other Children, We 


mould ſcarce belleve we ever Jov'd 


chem. As when we advance id Years, 
ve ſee the folly-of our Childhood; f 
1 a £ 5 


ups 


eo 


, aw ws aces” as. lit. aunt th aaa ih RE EE RE nant aps ne 


Ta 


have end: Then it is, that all o Joys 


2 of our 118 82 — pee 
that the Honours, Riches, Pleaſures of 
this World, are only ſd many ſerious 
Trifles, which are therefore more ridi- 
_—_ _—_— F pay rk dd 
once the Period of our e approaches: 
When we are upon the Borders of AY: 


nity: When we are, as it were, betwixt 


two Worlds, the End of this, and the Be- 
inning of the next, which never will 


begin td vaniſh! out of Als, 3 + 


the ſame to us as if they had been 
preſent: Then it is, Mat all our Miſe- 
ries are every one is view, 1 LMaſerien 


as never can be paſt. but will f or all E- 
rernity, be always preſent: When once 
that Hour comes, we ſhalt be wife egoug| 
to underyalue and contemn what * 
early love: But then, IL fear, we ſhall 
s Wiſe. too late 2 Our uſe 5 A 
dom will not Files in Judgment for: as; 
but againſt us O let. 1 1 now'endea-” 
vour to be Wits, and diſingage our 
1 or ol peri AW ettion ry 
t orld; we may be prepar d 
or the receiving of this Grace, Which 
is che belt and ſureſt Pledge of the Erer., 


ml-Glory;. 1 WS. ag oy in che 
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HEN. the Diſciples ask d 


Werefore, ſays he, v. 44. be ready ;" for in 
ſich an Hour ar vo think not; the Son of 
Man will tame. Heaven au Earth ſhat 
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$.1. Motives of Fear. 49 
way, ver. 35. The World ſhall have an 
End. The Son of Man ſhall come to 
Judge the World. The Hour of his Co- 
min ſhall ſurprize us, when we think 
not of it. If we knew before-hand, we 
ſhould certainly prepare. And we have 
Y. much more (Reaſon, ſince we do not 
J | know it. LS 1 4 by 32 2 "88 


But, alas! our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 

E himſelf has prophech d, ver: 38: thats | 
nin the Days that were before #he:Foad, they 
- | were eating and drinking, miarrying, and gi- 
© wving in Marriage, til the Day that Noah 
— enter d the Ark, ver. 39. and knen not, t 
the Flood came and took them al um] So 
be 4lſe, ſball be the Coming Ki tþe Son of Man. 
: -- | He told us how it would be, and erer 
\ | Day we ee how twe it is.” We mind 
kd nothing but eating and arinking, m wry 
ald £ "ing, and giving iu Marriage + We ſeek 
rg, For nothing but Diver zn, Sport, and 
ru, Paſtime: We now R. joice; but then, 
ra, when the World ends, our Joys wilt 
ere end with it; then we thall Grieve; and 
his | vor only cher, but for ever. Then all the | 
hof | Tribes of the Earth ſhall murn, Mat 24.36. 
jim. || | "Then ball all mourn. Not Hil the Juſt; 
or in | net A God's Friends; not l devour 
n of | 31 pious Chriftians; who not only os 
bat | cher Baptiſm,” bur alſo during Life,” re. 
ſea. || noune'd * and Pleaſutes of 


"a. 
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this World: A theſe will have juſt 


reaſon to abound with Joy, at the Ap- 
Proach of their ſo long deſir' d, and * 


_ verlaſting Happineſs : They e d with 


ans. but now bad reap with Joy, Pal. 
2 

22 obs Tribes of the Larch : All thoſe 
whoſe Hearts were always fix d upon 
che Earth; u the Honours, Riches, 
Pleaſures: of the Earth z They ſhalt all 
mourx, and not without ſufficient Rea- 
fon: For, 1. They ſhall ſee the fatal £n4 
of all their tranſitory Happineſs. 2. They 


Laſting ai 

SEE Tg 

Th Fo ow Day # the, e 1 
all our Tranſitory Happineſs, _ 

& dn the one ſide, Nothing can be 
truly Little, which is Infinite; ſo 


which has an End. Or God is Goes, ſays 


15 pe 25 1 het, Baruch 3. 25. and has no End. | 


had a mind to let us under- 


and, that. God himſelE: wick all his 
other Attributes, would be but lietle, if 


be had ene: That All this World is 
 therefare inconſiderable: And that the 


Next is therefore to oy valued above all 


ching e World i 


ſhall ſee the wm pages their ever. | 


on the other, Nothing can be truly Great, 


$.3. Motives of Fear. Ft 

This is the common Miſery attending 
all our Happineſs. All chat is p-#, is 
Nothing: All that we enjoy at preſent, 
is but one poor Moment: All that is 20 
come, is every Moment leſs and leſs, ap- 
proaching nigher to the final period of 
its future Being, which is Nothing. 


The very Thoughts of this, is ſo af. 
flicting, that ir puts a ſtop to all our Joys, 
Ca. 


and makes us miſerable in the ful 


'reer of our Felicity: We need no more, : | 
do damp our Spirits in the midſt af our 


Enjoyments, than the Importunity of 
this unwelcome Thought; 4 this will 


| ſhortly have an End. The Paradiſe of our 
_ firſt: Parents would have bee to them 
no Paradiſe at all, had they faveſcen the 
End of it. And witen God pleasd to in- 


terdict the eating of the fatal Fruit, he 
ſeem'd to judge, that nothing cquld be 


more effectual to contain them in theie 
Duty, than to let them know, that D 
Mould put an End to All, if ever they 
pre ſum d to eat of it. As it was then 
their chief and only Comfort, to ſurvey 
the vaſt extent and great variety of their 
Delights, and at the ſame time confident. 
Iy ſay, All this # ours for ever, if we pleaſe. 
So it had been impoſſible for any Arti- 
nee ot the malicious Serpent, to ſurpriſe 
them, or prevail upon them, if he 
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52 Moti ves of Fear. H. 2. 
not flatter d them with ſome aſſurance, 
that they ſhould not Di:; bur ſtill be 
truly happy, that is, happy without End: 
The Devil does not now pretend to 
face us down, We ſhall not die: He knows 
that ſo notorious a Cheat, would never 
paſs upon us. But yet, for fear leaſt we 
-thould undervalue all the vain Allure- 
ments ofa miſerable World, he whiſpers 
An our Ear, we ſhall not die ſo;ſcon : He 
has not the Impudence to tell us, that 
the World will never end, but that it will 
not end ſo ſoon as we imagine: Thou ha# 
mam Goods, ſaus the Rich Man in the Go- 
ipel, laid up for many Nears, Luke 12. 19. 
This is in ſhort the Sum of our Fe- 
city on Barth. The happieſt Man 
that ever liv'd, could ſay no more than 
this. He could not ſay, that he had 44 
which he deſir d; he could not but ob- 
4 ſerve, by ſad Experience, that he was 
till unſatisfied; and that his ſmall Poſ- | 
ſieſſions were nothing to his great De- 6 
ſires. Nor conld he ſay, that what he 
Had, would 'always be his own: He 
Could not but be well acquainted with 
the Truth of what Man is; he daily 
die,; he every Moment is upon his 
Journey to the Grave: He waſtes away, 
Zi ves up the Ghoſt, aud mere is he? Job 
14. 10. However, he might ſay, to com- 
-- Forthis inſatiable Soul: Although * 
| ; : | ha 
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Thou hat many Good 43 and th 0! thou can? ſt VS 


1 are laid up for many Tears; thy Palace is 
c magnificent, thy Entertainment ſplen- 
e did, thy Attendance numerous, thy Gar- 
7 dens are a Paradiſe of pleaſure and de- 

s light, thy Honour equal to thy Fortune, 
e and thy Power equal to both; the 
it World admires thee, courts thee, and al- 
ll moſt adores thee; is nos this enough? 
# Thou ha# many Goods, And why ſhould + 
- any melancholy Apprehenſions ſeize thy 
Spirits, and diſturb thy Mind with fear- 
* ful Thoughts of loſing what thou haſt * 
n There is no danger, whilſt thou liv'ſt, 
n and thou art in the flower of thy Age, 
1 © juſt ripe for pleaſure, healthy, vigorous, 
5. and like to live theſe many Nars: And, 
AS what haſt thou ro do, bur fake thy Eaſe, | 
. eat, drink, and be as merry, Luke 12. 19. 
"i as if thou wert to live for eyer?.. 


he Behold, the beſt that we can make of 
Je || the moſt happy State we hope for hefe. 
th We dare not look before us, leſt we ſee 
ily the end of all our Joys: We blindly 
his doat upon theſe Darlings of our Paſſion, 
als and endeayour to forget the Miſery HE 
ob || their Mortality and ours... We are not 
m- able to ſupport a ſerious Thought of que, 
zou | Perpetual Decay; and though we love 
att 92 our 


RS 
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our ſelves above all things, yet we hate 
the very Sight of our Condition; we 
cannot endure to look into our ſelves; 
and as an idle Sollitude is ever trouble- 
ſom, becauſe we love no Company ſo 
little as our own; ſo the great Reaſon, 


why the Company of any other Perfon 


3s ſo pleaſing, is becauſe it hinders us 


from thinking of our ſelyes. 
I be greateſt and moſt bagpy Mao, | 
whoſe Heart is fix'd upon this World, 


Would ſoon be Melancholy, if he had 


but leiſure to refle&, that every Moment 
leads him te the period of his Happi- 


neſs. The doleful Proſpe& of a ſu - 


ture Separation is ſo terrible, that he en- 


deavours all he can, to think of nothing 
farther than the preſent. All the buſy 


© Agitation of his Mind, the Exerciſes of | 


his Body, and the Paſtimes of his Con- 


_ verfation, aredelightful to him, chiefly 


upon this Account; becauſe they are 


_ Diverſions ;, that is, becauſe they fix his 


Mind upon the preſent Moment, and di- 


3 
- 


CHEF - 
ff 


vert him from the melancholy Thought, 


| that all bus Happineſ. mut have an End. 


If rhe bare Thought of our approach- 
ing Period be fo doleful. even at a di- 
ſtance, where Uncertainty gives room 

male the moſt we can of our Felici- 


. by 3, if, I ay, che very Thought of it 15 


c 6 
3 — 
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Io claſe the Eyes of any dying Friend 5 
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r trembles, and Hell it 
ſelf lies gaping under their Feet: Then 
chey ſhall 'plainly ſee the Meaning of 
that Viſion in the Revelations, Chap | 
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g with one Foot upon the raging Sea, 
45 


5 - 


 Hrots for ever; Tinie ſhall be no more. 
Foor miſerable Wretches! There was 
once 4 Time, when Honours, Digni- 

ties and Titles, recommended them to 
the admiring World, whoſe Eyes were 


| |  4a2zled wirt the Glory of their Great- 


neſs: They were ollow'd, waited: on, 


and celebrated in their Generation: 


ut, vw, alas! They ſhall be ſo No more. 


There was a Time, when they abounded 


in the over-flowing Meaſure of their 


* 


dt 


Wealth; their Palaces were ſumptuous, 


and all things ſuitable to the aſpiring 


= 


Height of their Ambition: But now, No 
more: Their great Maniſicence is bu- 
| Fiedin the Ruins of the World; their 
_ Bold and Silver melted down into the 


Earth, from whence it came; and all 
their Pride lies levell'd with the com- 
mon Duſt, ro which all Things return. 
There was # Time,” when all the finful 
Hegſures öf the World att ended them; 


when they! deny'd their Paſſions: no- 


WEE SCE; thing a 


«ro: 


5, 6: Which repreſents an Angel hand- 


Bis Hand to Heaven, and ſwearing by him that 


\ 


* 
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full Command of 47 that they deſir'd, 
and rather cloy'd, than ſatisfy'd their 


Their Henour, Riches, Pleaſures, All 
EC 
Their Time ſball be no more. 


not à total Deprivation of Al that w e 


all abandon us yet our Misfartune is 
nat univerſal : He have always ſome- 
| thing left, which we can think, upon ; 


although theſe Hopes are. vety little. 


. Manin Miſery. But, when this dread- 
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thing that they ask d, when they had. 


brutal Appetites: But now, No mere. 


heir Lime is at an End: 
When, as it happens frequently a- 
mongſt the various Accidents of Human 
Life, we are depriv'd of ſome particu- 

lar Enjoyment which we paſhonately. 
love; tho we lament and grieve, yet 
we have ſtill ſome Comfort left : *Tis-- 


# Ix 


enjoy: The Damage is ſupported: by 
ſame other Pleaſures and Conveniencies. 
IF one Friend die, our other Friends 
ſurvive. If one farſake us, we may 
find another faithful to us. Or, if they 


without Affliction, and repoſe our wea- 
ried Thonghts. He that is dangerouf- 
Jy ſick of one or two Diſeaſes; is not 


Whatever his Condition is, he always 
has ſome Lopes; of being better: And. 


SS 


they are ſtill ſome licvie-Comfart to 
C5: 


tut 3 
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bi nn come, which puts an-end.to 


= me, it puts an end to A their hopes; 
Al that they ever lov'd, or now deſire, 
abandons them; their Inclinations are 
more lively than they ever were,and all 
_ aredifappointed. Then All the Tribes of 
rh Earth ſhall mourn, to ſee the fatal End. 
AlFcheir rranſirory Happineſs. . Bur, 
alas! this is not All: They ſhall have 
much more reaſon to lament and grieve... 
when at the ſame time they behold the 
| ſad Beginning of their Ev loſting Miſery: 
u 8 E E . III. / ; 
_ e Day is the ſad Biginning of 
Fl ur Everlaſting Miſery. - 
E have ſeen the dreadful Sym . 
tms of an Agonizing Worl 
thocerridleConvatlions of orplring Na- | 
ture, and che final End of 4 that Sin- 
ners love with ſo much Paſſion: An 
End of all Ambition, Avarice, and Plea- 
fure; an Eud of all their Honours, 
- + Riches, and Amours; an End of poli- 
tiek Deſigns, of ancient Families, ot 


| nuptial Joys; an End of idle Converſa- 


tions, Balls and Plays; an End of Beau- 
5 Wit, and Courage; an End of all 
j | ir Feaſting. Drinking, and Divert- 
ing; an End of all their Mirth; Delight, 
—— A. e 


not of Years, but Ages; if we may ſup- 


3 have too m mach reaſon to lament, that for 


been ane o Laue $00, an 


End of Sin, but not an End of the Sin- 
ner; an End of Pleaſure, but not an 
End of Pain; an End of Time, but not 
an End of their Eternity, which Will 
Eternally begin, and never have an End. 
After Hundreds, Thouſands, Millions, 


poſe that Heaven and Farth, with all 
. that they contain, were chang d into nu- 
meral Figures; at the Foot of the Ac- 
ount, w ate ver it amount to, you may 
find ĩt ene Eternity begins. 
4 if you multi wr chic Number: by ic. 
ſelf, and by the fame Rule, multiply 
the Produ& of it, all is nothing to E- 
ternity; where ever this innumera- 
ble Number Ends, Eternity begin. 
II a be nothing to Eternity, what - 
Will the inconſiderable number of thoſe 
Vears which Sinners prodigally ſpend in 
Sin? What will it then appear to be? 
Will it not ſeem incomparably leſs then 
Nothing? And will not Sinners then 


ſo ſhort. + Moment, ſo much leſs than 
Nothing, they have forfeited the Eter- 
nal Joys of Heaven, and incurr'd the 
| ki Pains of Hell ? "What isa- MM 
Ec aivantag'd, ſays our Saviour, Luke 
9 25. if he gain the Fae ends IE 


8 
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vimſelf# 2Alss!' Poor Seuls, what Com- 
fort is it, to havs gain d the W rd, and 5 
| Joſt your elves? To have loſt all Hap: 
Pineſs, and gain'd (if I may cal ie” ain) 
_ all-Miſery; and ud for Nothing & 
What Palins, and by what Means 

chey ure to ſuffer, is a "queſtion fitter 
for Sur Curioſity than our Edification. 


as the A poſtle tells us of Heaven, 1 Cor. 
2.9. Neither the Eye has ſeen, nor the Ear 
Beard nor bas it entred into the Heart of a 
u hut unſpeakable Pains and Tol. 
ments the Almighty has prepar'd in 
de Life, for thoſe who have in 2% 
_ offcnded him. Tis enough, that God 
; is certainly as. Juſt as he is God, and 
| therefore infinitely Juſt. *Tis enough 
mac the Bumiiy of Sin, which he ſo 
|  pariently endures, is aggravated by the 
—_  TCGreatneſs of his Majeſty and therefore 
# _ infinitely Iußnite. It follows evidently 
£291 © I hence,that All (a) which 
„ (a) Au God's great Wiſdom can 
mot cfectual invent All that his Ju- 
aun mos pie. ſtice (5) can exact, and 
ter Menmm. All that his Omnipo- 
tb) Rete, rence (e) cap put in exe- 
| (Eternal Rule eution, will be All em 
f his Dectee. 'ploy'd to puniſh thoſe 
(e) Artirding to the r/gour of the Sentener. 
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Tis endugh, to know i as much of Hell, 
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Vb have offended him. It follows alſo 
: that it is as much impoſſible for any 
Man to comprehend the great Exceſs of 
thoſe Eternal Pains, as tis to underſtand 
God's Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Omnipa- 
rence ; all which are infinitely rais'd 
| above the reach of hamanReaſon, How- 
ever, we may eaſily conjecture ſome- 
thing, by conſidering God s Juſtice, in 
this World, and judging thence, what 


5 z * — 


it may be hereafter. _ ee 
If che Juſt themſelves are ſo ſeverely 
puniſnh d in this World, if it be true, as the 

Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſal. 34. 19. Many are the 4 
fiction of the Rightears ; if even God's 
Friends who are fo faithful to him, un- 
dergo ſuch Punifhments for little fail- _ 

ings in their Duty, what will become of 
his Enemies, who forfeit all their Title 
to his Friendſhip, by their grievous Sins? 
If iathe Doſs of.overflowing Mercy, 
which appear'd ſo eminently. abeve.all 
his Works, he gave ſuch ſignal Inſtances 
of his evenging Anger; if even when his 
Pity (in a manner) held his Hands, the 
fury of his Wrath broke looſe; and 
With an univerſal Deluge laid the World 
ſo deep in Water, that amongſt ſd many 
I Millions, not a ſingle Sinner could e- 
 . Teape.: What will become of miſerable 
Sinners at the Day of Judgment, 1 | 
e : „ A 


F ' ; 
* 


e "fog af. 6.3 


the end of Time ſhall put ut an end to all 
bis Goodneſs, all his Kindneſs, all his 
Mercy, and begin the Triumph of Eter- 
nal. Juſtice? When our God will be 10 
| 296 no longer Good,.no 5% Kind, no 
longer Merciful, but only Juſt; Eter- 
1 HY and infinitely Juſt: \ 

-  ** Our Saviour Jeſus will not Fg ap- 


pear as the Phyſician (a2). 


2 60 "Tis eos and Redeemer of our 
late to be Souls, but only as the 


Cura, or Jade of all our Actions 2 
: Redeem. And even to his Friends 


ECO) 4 Nay. at. his. right Hand, 
Judge he He will not ſhew himſelf 


"apporuts: in any other Quality: The 


them e 5 1 Sentence of their 

1 41 e will be an Act 
TC). N 

an Af 75 5 57 Our Lord, ſays the. 

Pardon. _ "Apoſtle, at that Day, will 


be a Rigbteous Fudge. "Tis * 


true, twas nothing but the merciful Af. 


ſiſtance of his Grace, which heretofore - 


enabled them to fight, and fniſb well 
rheir Courſe ; ; but nom. in the Rewarding - 


of his Friends according 
(d) N lan. to his Promiſe (4) He's no 


ger incl longer Merciful, if we 
ro Pardon. believe St. Paul, but on- 


4 Righteoms and. 74. 


of. Juſtice only, (c) not of 


[F a} 


If at that Day he would be Merciful: 
to any, he would ſurely be. ſo to his 
Friends: And ſince the beſt and Faith- 
fulleſt of all his ervants, 
find no Mercy (a) at their (a) J too: 
T al, can his Enemies ex- late to ak: 
pe it? Tis calld the or Mercy. - 

ay. of Judgmens to di- 
ſtinguiſh ir 750 all theſe other Dapsok 
Mercy: And, if in %beſe he ſhower'd. 


der, if in thoſe the Stars themſelves will 


were conſum' d, tis eaſie to believe that 
then the Earth with all of it be lad in 
Aſhes. But, alas!“ Ts Univerſal De-- 
luge of devouring. 12 together with 


roaxings of the Sea, — lings of the 
Wind and Air; All this is but a Pre- 
lude to the Miſery. of Sinners: This is 
only the Beginning of their Sorrows, Matth. 
"3 24. 8. This is nothing but their Sum- 


Judgment and Damnation, which t 
ments them with an agonizing Fear. 


mons to appear before the Bar: And, 
*tis the dreadful Apprehenſion of their” 
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down Fire from Heaven, tis no won- 


ſeem to fall.: If Sodom and. Gomorrah: 


the Darkneſs of th Moon, the 


\ 


- There was a Time when Life cha "i 


veet ; but now they yarn: hate it. 
. was once a Time; 
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now the Scene is chang di and the diſpair 
of dying is incomparably more torment - 
ing. In thoſe, Days, ſays the beloved Diſ- 


ciple, Rev. 9. 6. Men ſhall ſeek Death, and 


ſball not find it; They ſhall deſire to Die, 
and Death ſhall fly from them. There was 
a Time, when An | 

Ton and Apprehenſions of this Day ; 
but now the Time of laughing, Eccl. 3. 4. 


will be paſt; nor will it be, as Solomon 
calls it's Time to mourn : it will not be 
a Time, but an Eternity to mourn. 


o 


_ - "Then al the Tribes of the Earth ſbal 


mourn.” Not only thoſe, who whilſt they 


ivd, were thought to cary viſibly the 


heads; butalſo; ſuch as liv'd great 


= _their ſhameful Action 5 alt their focror | 
Works of Darkneſs, come to light. Then 


' 


{ 


ſtriou 


{if 
3 


Mark of Reprobation in their 'Fore- 


Saints in the eſteem of Men, and died 
great Sinners in the ſight of God; ſhall 
then deſire to die again, and ſeek for an 
Eternal Dearth, and ſbal not find it. Then 
hall their conceal'd Abominations, all 


2 be covered, nothing ſo indu- 


fly: bid,” bur what ſhalt be reveal, 


Matth. 16. 26: to all the World. Nor 


only. thoſe” who took ſuch care to hide 
their Sins from others, bur even theſe 


bo formeily were us'd to hide them 
from themſelyes, ſhall clearly fee \ i : 
8 5 of \ 5 Malic 
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ners laugh'd at all the 
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Malice of Their palliated Crimes: Then 


Matth. 24. 30 


We now are willing to live peace- 


ably and quietly within our ſelves ; we: 
do not much delight in the remorſes of 
a guilty Mind; and therefore we con · 


trive ſome kind of Conſcience for every 
thing we do. We are uneaſie at the 


thought of everlaſting Pains and there. 


fore, if we ever take our ſelves to task, 
we rake together all we can, to make a 
favourable judgement of our State. As 
the Examen rather is defign'd to pleaſe 
our ſelves; then God, tis generally 've- 
_ ry ſuperficial. We look upon our Acti- 


ons all in groſs, without enquiring muctr 
into the drift and chief deſign of them. 


We look upon the outward ſhew; The 
approbation and eſteem of Men; The 


Example of ſome, who paſs for good and 


virtuous, and yet have often done the 
fame as we. do: Our being free (as we 


ſuppaſe) from many Faults, which we 
obſerve not in our ſelves; our great ab. 


horrence of ſome certain Sins, which we 
obſerve in others: Our being punctu- 


ally and reli giouſſy preciſe in ome ſmall 
Matters, ſome exterior Mortifications, 

ſome: pe rticulari Devotions: which we 
A 14 


cy to: And thus we frame a 
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i falſe Ides of the miſerable State we ſhall 


be found in, when we come before the 
Bar. We nom are proud, and willing to 
- excuſe our ſelves: But then the Teſti- 
mony of ourclearer ſighted Conſcience, 
will confound and humble us. Our 
Paſſions blind us nom; we ſee not what 
we truely are: But then the Sun of Ju- 
Rice will ariſe, and ſcatter all the dark 


neſs which conceals us from our ſelves, 


The piereing Rays, the All-diſcovering 
Beams of Puch will break like Licks 


ning through the Clouds of our. affe- 


ted Ignorance, when once the Son of 

Man appears to judge the World. 
I there be any poſſibility of cheat- 
ing his All-ſeeing Wiſdom ; of calling 


back the Time of his Indulgent Mercy, 


or eſcaping from the hands of his Al- 


. "mighty Power: Were there any poſſi- 


bility of this, or were there any Friend 
from whom the Guilty might expect the 
leaſt aſſiſtance; it would be ſome. Iits 
tle Comfort. 


bey had once. a.true and faithful 
Friend who dearly: lov'd them; came 


from Heaven to inſtruct them, and con- 


duct them thither; liv'd a painful and 
| laborious Life amongſt them; and al- 


though r ſcorn d, and perſe- 


l 
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yet continued conſtant 
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Blood. But now their beſt and only 


is ſpent; and in the Fury of his e- 


2 — 


Advice, who. then will be our 1 5 


quite chang'd into a mortal and eter- 


Souls, and leave your honourable Titles 
all behind you; go, and ſeek the beſt. ' 


 Inſatiable Miſers; go and take poſſeſſi- 
chas'd with the loſs of your beloved 


in his Love, and to redeem them, paid 4; 
their Ranſom with the price of his own. 


Friend becomes their greateſt Enemy. 
He lov'd them once: But Love ſo long 
neglected, and ſo much abus d, is now 


nal Hatred. He invited all of them to 
come to Him, whenever they had need 
of his Aſſiſtance, Matth. 11. 28. Come to 


me all you that labour: But now, alas! it 
is too late to come: His Patience nom 
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verlaſting Indignation, he for ever ba- 
niſhes them from him, Matth. 25. 114. 
Go from me ye accurſed. Go Ambitiout 


Preferment you can find, amongſt he 
Devils and hu Augelr; Fbid. ver. 41. Ga, 


on of that Miſery which you have pur - 


Treaſure: Go, Voluptivus Wretches ; 
you, who formerly have wiſh'd your 
Flames might ever burn: Go zow, and 
burn for ever, in the everlaſting Flames. 
L727. ALS 

» Beho)d, the dreadful Sentence we 
muſt All expect, unleſs. we follow his 
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the Son of Man. Alas! Our dear Redeem- 

er takes no pleaſure in Condemning us. 

Ny Man, ſays St. Auſtin, who deſigus to ftrike 
1 bids us have a Care. Our Gy | 

ten warns us, often calls upon us, often 


Juſtice: Tis o the Hour to hearken 


d IM A 8 23. _ 13 
ein Foundaation'of the World, Amen. 
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Luke 21. 36. Warch "therefore, ſays he, 
and Pray always 5 that you may then be 
accounted wort hy to eſcaps; and ſtand before 


viour of- 


bids m have a Care. St. Paul exhorts 


us in his Name, Rom. 13. 11. Ii nom the 
Hour for us to riſe from ſleep : Tis nom the 


Hour to go with Tears of true Repen- - 


tance to the Throne of Grace; that ben 


we may appear with Confidence and 4 
Joy before the great Tribunal of his 


to him, Matth. 1 1. 28. Come to me al you » 


that labour ; that then we may be ſure 


to hear him call us to him, Matth. 25. 


. 20 Come pe bleſſed ; Come, and rep 
Fe 


Fruit of all your Labours; Come, 


and take poſteſſion of thoſe Everlaſting 
Joys, which where prepared for you from 


7 2 3 * * 1 * — 8 4 N , N 4 
5 . . 9 ? I N 1 i —_— Js 
2 . * 1 * = * n 
4 7 bs E 
1 2 8 £4 Wn * N 
wy * - * 7 , 
ab I noe a, + SS . 6 : "EW 7 
> 3- * 5 x 7 "x. © 4 6 . N g >> - . * > * * \ 
GAIL SS ˖ 5 4 x . 
41 : f LEES N 
Py » , =» ; A 
«4 : "= . « 5 * 
* * PRs * * * . A --* _— - 2 * * 
* W is ab e 43 5 1 P 3 25, Say - i N 5 O 1 
— 1 . I : 4 - £43 % r x 4 - " 8 
_< > he We . > 5 
* \ 9 w « 6 2 
"x" * e s FRY 74 „ 
[ I< 2 N 4 PLIES bp $:.& - 4 N "i EO A 
% ²p ̃ ] 221 8 £88 
£44 n >> f . 4 ö "3 fl 
; : . c 10 . 8 
* 1 1 K 1 8 1 jo ; © ICS < 7% 
mp * 2 } Ay N > . * n ö 
3 5 9 1 3 3 = 29 - "= cg 
4 F343 „ ; | 


. a Fl S 
** * a, 1 N : 
- 
8 


* 


Fa 


dere SB O fo CIO ion 
How een a Thing it is fr any Sin- 


er to Deſpair. 


H E greateſt Myſtery of Chri- | 
ſtian Morality, confiſts in the 
equal ballaneing of Hupe a 
8 Fear, betwixt God's Mercy 
ne his! Fuſtice ; ; that we may neither 
be ſecure in Sin, becauſe he is ſo Mer- 
-ciful ; nor yet Defpond, becauſe he is 
o Juſt: ' Preſumption and Deſpair are the 
two Rocks, twixt which all Chriſtians 
-ought to ſteer an even Courſe; and fo 
avoid the One, as not to daſh upon the 
Other. Tis perhaps the greateſt Secret 
of theDevir's Art. He firſt inclines us 


to Preſume ; and we no ſooner ſee the 


of it but — to Px. ; 


Thus he commences ; thus he finiſhes I « 
{ 


VW 
I muſt conſeſs, the greateſt Part of 
Mankind being ſo inſenſible, ſo ſtupid, 
ſo immerſt in wordly Cares and Plea- 4 
ſures, is enough to juſtify the pious Zeal 


ef choſe who frequently proclaim the 
Menaces of an offended Majeſty, and 
with the formidable Noiſe of Hell, Dam- . 
nation, and everlaſting Torments, la- 
bar to awake and rouze them from the ; 
. | Lethargy of Sin. But, when they are h 
awake, and looking round about them, 
. cake a Proſpect of their miſerable State; 
when every horrid Crime appears in its 
own dreadful Shape; when multitudes f 
of paſt Offences croud into their Minds, ; 
and overwhelm their heavy Thoughts 
with a deſpairing ExpeQation of no leſs 
than everlaſting Miſery : Alas! poor 
Souls, it is not now a ſeaſonable Time to 
magnify the Matives of their Fear. If 
ever Comfort and Encouragement were 
. neceſlary to allay the Pains and An- 
_  guiſhcsof a deſpairing Soul: Now is 
dhe Time. What ſhall we ſay? Tell 
8 them, they need not fear? Oh no! The 
malice of their grievous Sins is infinite; | 
the Danger of their lamentable State is 
greater than they can imagine: Let but 
their Hope be equal to their Fear, they 


- — 


0 


n * 


d. 1. Motives of Hope. 71 8 9 
es BB cannot fear too much. How then ſhall 

| we encourage their expiring Hope? I'll 
of tell don has? n 33 
d, If God were only F«#, and were not 
2. | alſo Powerful and Mercijul, a Sinner then 
al might lawfully Deſpair : But when 
le God's Power and Mercy both concur to 
id comfort the deſponding Heart of an af- 
n- Ai&ed Penitent, What can he wiſh for 
a. more? There are but two Conditions 
he requiſite to qualify. the Perſon, upon 


re whoſe Aſſiſtance we depend, that we max 
n, & ſafely Hope, and with a loving Confi- 
e; = dence aſſure ourſelves of his Protection. 


ts The firſt is, that he can relieve us, if 

es be will: The ſecond, that he wil relieye-. - 

Is, us, if we pleaſe. Will, without Power, 

rs 9 7 but little: Rower, without 
Will, ſigniſies much leſs: But, when 

or they both meet in the Perſon of a Friend, 


to to whom we always have a free Acceſs; 
If who certainly can help us, if he will; 
re and no leſs certainly will help us, if we 
n- pleaſe: Then, let our preſent Miſery be 
is never ſo great, let the approaching 

ell ger of our future Ruin every Day ſeem 
he greater, we may with trembling Hearts 


e; expect the helping Hand which can and 
is will deliver us; but all our Fear can ne- 
ut ver exclude our Hope; it cannot rob 

y | us of chat Comfort, Satisfaction, and 
„ 
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7 Motives of Hops. 


1 . can and will aſſiſt me. Wc 


Omnipotene V 


5 


Joey, with fo much Confidence i in ſuch 


| 15 Friend inſpires. 


If when a Sinner ſtruggles with his 
Chains, endeavours to break looſe; and 
more he ſtruggles, more he finds himſelf 
engag'd; (which the All-ſeeing Wiſ⸗ 


dom frequently rmits, to humble a 


proud Soul:) If then theſe two great 
Truths were ſettld in his Mind, to wit, 
that God can free hip, if he will, and 
that he wil not fail to free him, if he 
pleaſe: Ol with what Pleaſure would 
he reliſh the Aſſurance of this loving 
Confidence! With how much tranſport 


of a joyful Mind, would he recite thoſe 


Words of St. Paul, 1 Tim. 1. 12. 1 knen 
in wem I have believ a; Iknow in whom 
I put my Truſt; I know, and am per- 
i Juaded, He is able to deliver me. I am 
-affur'd, he is not only Powerful but Mer- 
elſal; and therefore, I am certain, he 


P ronny and boundleſs Power, are ſo 
much che ſame, that no Man can 
Aeay the. one, and own the other. There 
is no Pruth ſo evident, in which: the 
World ſo univerſally agrees, as uh ** 


. . 2. Motives of Hops. 73 
ch Nothing is Impoſſible to God. Tis one 
of the firſt Truths which a Philoſopher 
his demonſtrates, or a Chriſtian -belieyes. 
nd Alwighty is his Name, the Name we 
er know him by, the Name he Anſwers to 


Re whenever we call upon Him. 
a What need I then Diſcourſe upon a 
eat Truth, which every body knows? The, 
„it, Keaſon is, Becauſe altho we krow. it 


ind well enough, We very ſeldom, hardly 
he ever, think of it. a e 
uad Me all know, Nothing is impoſſible to 
ing God: and that the lamentable State of 
ort a poor Sinner cannot be ſo deſperate, 
dle but that He can retrieve him. And 
"OR yet how little do we think of this; when 
om we are tempted to deſpair? Do we not 
per- then behave our ſelves as if we doubred 
am of it,? Lam afraid, that at the beſt we 
ter. pray like him, of whom St. Mark makkbs 
he mention, Chap. 9. 22. Lord if Th 
' | © canft do any thing, have compaſſiun on us, 
; aud help us. I fear we often are Incre- 
. dulous, and have juſt reaſon to repeat 
3 with Tears his humble Prayer, ver. 23. 
e ſo Tord, I believe, help thou my unbelie f. 
can If David, that great Saint, 1. Sam. 
nere 13. 14. according to. God's Heart, whos 
the lo king back to take a view of all his 
od peſt Iniquities, faw at a diſtance only 
that | fome few Lins, which he had long finca 
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74 Motives of Hope. H. 2. 
waſh'd away with Penirential Tears; if 
He could ſcarce ſupport the terror of 
that melancholy Proſpect, as he ſays 
himſelf, Pſal. 38, 3, 4, 6, 10. and al day 
long went mourning for his Sins; if his 
Heart panted, and . fail him; 
if ie had no reſt, becauſe he was over- 

Head in his Iniquities, which liłe a heavy 
Burden were to h:avy for him; If He, I 
1 . ſay, were thus purplex d with Fear, and 
almoſt ready — of his Salvation; 
Have not I juſt cauſe to apprehend 
much more the Danger of ſuch Doubts 
in greater Sinners, who are almoſt ſur. 
| |  feited with Sin, before they ſeriouſly 
| begin to look behind them, and com- 


Fr ” 


=_ ute terrible Arrears of all their paſt ' 

_ Offences? EE 

—_— 1 muſt confeſs, the Diffizulties which 

\ occur in the Converſion of a Sinner, are 

=_ .  Inſuperable; if compar'd to the weak 
5 


Strengthof our corrupted Nature; and 
jf the poſſibility of Working our Salva- 
tion be conſider'd, only with regard to 

Humane Frailty, there appears no hope 

Jof compaſſiug ſo great a Work. Such 
is the Ignorance and Blindneſs of our 
 Unierſtanding ; ſuch is the Malice and 

Perverſneſs of our %; our Inclinati- 

ent are ſo prone to liberty; and the k e- 


e 8. drab Bate G9 
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ſenſibly uneaſie to us, that a thorough 
Reformation of our Lives is far above 
our ſingle Strength. Without the 
Grace of God, we neither have the Wiſ⸗ 
dom to contrive it, nor the Courage to 


begin it, nor the Power to perform it. 
But yet this Darkneſs, of our Reaſon, 6 
though we 3 our ſelves diſp :: ü 
| iſſipated by a lively Faith in 

Him, who enlightens every Man that comes 
into the World, John 1. 9. This deprava- 
tion and Corruption of our Md, (alrho* 

it be to us alone impoſſible) may, by the 


it, may. be d 


ſweet and forcible impulces of a power- 


ful Grace, be chang'd and rectified- 

This obſtinate Rebellion of our Appe- 

tite againſt the Rule of Reaſon, and the 
Precepts of a Chriſtian Life, (though 


we have often found our ſelves unable 


to reduce ir to the terms of juſt Obe- 
dience,) may eaſily be conquer'd by 


Omnipotence. | 
If Sin have ſo much blinded 
we can hardly fee our Danger : If the 
Noiſe of Worldly Vanities have made 


us almoſt deaf to all good Counſel: IF 
the Habit of aur Sins have lam'd us, ſo 
that we can ſcarely move a foot to 
wards Heaven: If we are ölind, deaf, 
lame, nay, even dead to God, and all 


that's good, (no Perſon can be in a 
SEAT. WS.” > N00 
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ER fre was cleans'd, 


76 Motives of Hope. H. 2. 
worſe condition then this:) All this is 
nothing to the powerful Hand of God: 
Such Niracles as theſe were his fami- 
liar Exerciſe on Earth, Matth. 11. 5. 
The Blind ſee, the Deaf hear, the Lame 
walk, the Dead art id to Life. All 
this our God can saſily perform, in fa- 
vour of us, whenſdever He pleaſes. 
Tora, if thou wilt, ſays the Leprous 

Man, thou can t make me clean, Matth. 8. 
2. Let the Diſeaſes of a ſinful Soul be 
ever ſo inyeterate, fo deeply rooted in 
the Heart, He clearly and diſtinctly 
comprehends the nature of them all: 
He knows exactly the proportion and 
virtue of his Remedies, and all of them 
obey the Word of his Command, 
Matth. 8. 3. Iwill, ſays he, Be thou clean · 
ſed; (when once God ſays the Word, 
the Work is done,) immediately his Lepro- 


TCreate in me, O my God, Create in ane 4 
clean Heart, Pſal. go. I ask not any thing 
but what is eaſie to Thee. Alas! it is 
to me impoſſible: But Thou, my Ged, 
cCanſt do it with more eaſe than I can 
ask it, Behold my Miſery with Picy 
and Compaſſion. Behold me indigent 


and naked, Ccloath'd with nothing but 


the horrid Scurf of my Uncleanneſs. 
Behold me Blind, Deaf, Lame; and 4 


1 — * 4 
— 


thing. and found I could not Cure my 


its 


8 ä 
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„ : | 
moſt dead with a contagious Leproſie of 
Sin, which covers me from head to foot, 
and has not left a ſound part in me. 
Conſcious of my unworthineſs, after fo 
long neglecting my Condition, after ſo 
long, confiding' in my , own weak 
Strength, after ſo long deſparic.gof my 
Health, becauſe ID h I could do any 


ſelf; Conſcious, I fay, of my Unwor- 
thineſs, I ſcarce pretend to ask for Mer- 
ey: I only caſt my ſelf upon my Knees 
and Face proſtrate before thy Feet ex po- 
fing and laying open all my grievous 
Diſtempers, which, every one of them 
(though Tam humbly ſilent) every ons 
ſpeaks loudly my Neceſſities, and begs, 
with all the moving Eloquence of Mile- 
ry; thy Pity and Aſſiſtance. I know my 
Sins provoke:thy Jliſtirẽ, whilft my Mi- 
ſery appeals to thy Almighty Power: 
But thy Faithful Servant David tells me, 
that the Iſraelites provok d Thee alſo; 
and nevertheleſs, not for thy fake; bur - 
for thy Name's ſake, Pſal. 106. 8. Thou 
was pleas'd to ſave them; that Thou © 
might #'make thy mighty Power known. This 
is the firſt foundation of my Hope: 1 
know the Credit of thy Power is engag ! 
: Tv theix 1 peel! „ 
fumly expect it, and depend upon it: 
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78 Motives of Hope. H. 2. 
And therefore, in this poſture, I preſent 
my ſelf with loving Confidence before 
thy Feet, reſolving there to expect with 
all Humility and Patience, when thou 
ſhalt pleaſe ro caſt an Eye upon me, and 
eithef find the Benefit of being cur'd, or 
(which appears to me impoſſible) die 
nin the Hands of an Omniporent Phyſi- 
__- cian. Ah mydearJeſus ! this is all that 
I can do: And even This, I cannot d 
without thy Grace: But when I haye 
Done T his, my comfort is, that Thou 
canſt do the reſt: Ld, if thos wilt, 
Thou canf# make me clean, Matth. 8. 2. 
Dear Chriſtians, let us pauſe a while, 
and with a ſerious Attention, behold this 
Leper at our Saviour's Fee: : Behold the 
lively Image of a Sinner, and the per- 
| fect Model of a Penirent : Behold both 
What we are, and what we ought to be: 
Isa his Diſeaſe, we ſee our Miſery ; in 
Huis Behaviour we ſee our Duty: fn his 
Diſeaſe, we ſee the ſad effects of Sin; 
we ſee the ſtrong Temptations and Af. 
15 0 of a moſt terrible Deſpair: In his 
Behaviour, we fee the Fruits of true 
KRepentance, we ſee the Victory of a 
Triumphant Hope and the great Com- 
fort w hich attends a loving Confidence 


2652 Cas: ene Sd SY 


in God's Omaipotence. __ 
__ © what a Comfort is It to an humble 
Peenitent, to be aſſur d, that as God e 


1 


* 
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him all he bas, ſo he can give him All 
he wants ! If we are almoſt quite op- 
preis'd with thoſe aridities and deſola- 
tions of Mind, which none can know 
but by Experience! St. Paul tells us, 

2 Cor. 9 8. God is able to make all Grace 

abound in us: If we labour un ler the 
perpetual violence of importune Tem- 
ptations; the ſame St. Paul aſſures us, 

. Heb. 2. 18. God is able to ſuccour thaſe that 
are tempted ; If our Temprations are fo 
ſtrong, and we ſo negligent, that after 

ſome Reſiſtance. we relaſpe into our 
Sins; if we riſe again, and yet fall; if 
we renew ourRetolutions, and when we 
think our ſelves ſecureſt; are ſurpriz d 
ans fall again; Sr. Paul aſſutes us, Rom. 
14. 4. God is able to make us ſtand: If ha- 
ving try'd all ways we can imagine, we 
are at a loſs, and · know not either what 
to think, or what to ask; the ſame Saint 
tells us, Epheſ. 3. 20. God it able te do 
_ exceeding abundantly, above all that we 
can ack or think. T 

I., any thing too hard for Cod? Gen. 18. f 

14. Can any thing be hard to him whoſe 
Pow# is infinite, and whoſe Wil is his 
Power? 1 Sam. 2. 6. Our Lord kills and. 

makes alive; brings to the grave and raiſer 
up : His Power accompanies our Souls 
as far as the Gates of Hell it ſelf, and 

5; D brings ' i 


$ __ 


by, 


806% Motives of Hope. 6.2. || 
. brings them back again. -Altho': your | 
Soul, quite over-grown with ſin, may 
be (perhaps) in the all-ſeeing Eye of 

God, a much more horrid Object than 
the fouleſt Devil in Hell; nevertheleſs, 
As confidently with the Leper to our Sa- 
Viour; croud in among the Multitudes 
chat follow him; caſt your ſelf down 

upon your knees and face; ſay, with a 

truly contrite, truly humble Heart, Match. , 

8. 2. Lord, if thou wilt, thau cont make me 

dilean: Then ſhall you hear him. graci- 

----eallyrecarn that comfortable Anſwer ; 

I wil; be thou clean. Then ſhall you be 

= n with exceſs of Joy, to ſind 

dad feel the truth of what I now ad- 

Vance; to wit, that God not only can 

believe usif he will, but alſo wi relieve ; 


＋ 


wa God. wil help u, if we pleaſe. | 
3 1 Lrho' God's Power be the firſt Foun- 1 
III dation of our Hope, his- Mercy al- 
- ways ready to aſſiſt us, is the principal, 
if not the only Mozzwe of it. This was 
the comfortable Meditation with which Þ| * 
the Royal Propher-counterballanc'd alk 
NE his Fears, P. ſal . 26.. 3. Thy Me , ſays he, | 
_ © .Thy loving Kindneſs is always * 4 my eyes. 
WVühout this Comfort, he would never. 
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| $-3: Motives of Hope. 81 
B have ſupported the remorſneſs of his 
Conſcience, Pſal. 50. 4. his Sin was ever 
before him; His continual Apprehenſi- 


ons and frightful Thoughts would cer- 


_  rainly have driven him into a deep De- 
ſpair, had not God's Mercy always been 8 


beſore him, Pfal. 26. 3. The very 


thought of God reviv'd his drooping 


js — He could not ſo much as think 
= 


-* "Gaal 


* . + 2 
$5 Ein - 
* : 


of Him, without thinking of his Mercy : 
to be Goa, and to be Merciful were to 


him one and the ſelf ſame thing,” ſal.59.- 


17. My God is my Deſence, ſays he, and the : 
f my Mercy If he lifted up his eyes 


to Heaven with enflam'd deſires of be- 


ing happy there; he ador'd that Mercy 
F which preferv'd the Angels, and eng 
ect them with Glory, Pal 36 5. Thy Mer- 
cy, O Lord, i in the Heavens, If he look'd. | 
down and took a proſpe& of this vale 
of Miſeries ; he admir'd, to ſee God's 
Mercy ſtoop ſo low, to ſee it moſt ap- 
| pear here there is moſt occaſion for it, 
to ſee it ſuperabound where Sin abounds, } 
Pſal. 3 3. 5. The Earth is full of his Mercy. 
If lie look d before him, he beheld God's 
ercy ſtarting firſt, preventing, ande 


fore running all his good Deſigns and 

__ - Efiterpriſes, Pſal. 59. 10. His merty Ww 
 —prevent-me:; If he look'd behind him, he ©} 
|, beheld che ſ#ffame"Merey Gllowing 
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82 Motives of Hope. 6. 3. 


him, promoting, carrying on, and per- 
feQ&ing his good Endeayours, Pſal. 23. 6. 


Hi Mercy ſhall follow me, all the days of my 


life. Which way ſoever hecaſt his Eye, 
he ſaw himſelf defended and ſurround- 


5 ed with God's Mercy, himſelf the Cen- 


ter, Mercy the Circumference, Pſal. 32. 


10. Him that truſts in God, Mercy ſhall com- 
'* paſs him about: Thus did this Saint, 


Who once had been a Sinner; thus did 


he comfort and encourage his afflicted 
Soul, whenever the Remembrance of his 
Sins oppreſs d his Mind: And thus may 


_ we, in imitation of him, Thus may 


we alſo anſwer all the troubleſome ſug- 


geſtions of our panick Fear 4 confront- 


nung Sin with Grace, Juſtice with Mercy, 


Bear with Hope, and loving Confidence/in 
im, whoſe Mercy ſtill is infinite, and 
opened ioingn dh ww 
All this, you'll ſay, is little Comfort 
to a Sinner, who is day and night ob- 


. 


les d with all the terrifying Spe&res of 


| © © a goiley Conſcience, Every body knows 


that God isinfinitely Merciful. But yet 


the Word of God aſſures us, and it is a | 
fundamental Truth, which every Chri- 
iſtian is acquainted. with, Marth 22.14. |. 
Ib bat few are choſen amongſt many which 
are cala; that the Gate which leads 70. 
T.̃ be, 46 firait and narrow, and that there 
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9.3. 4 Molives of Hope. 6 3 : : 
are but few who find it, Matrh. 7. 14. So. 
that all the ſplendid Appearance of 
FF God's Mercy, when 'tis well examined. 
ſieems to vaniſh out of fight, or fhrink in- 
to a little compaſs, if compar'd with the 
innumerable numbers of thoſe Repro- 
| bates, Rom. 9. 22. who are prepar'd and 
 frted for Deſtruction. Is not this enough _ 
to make a Sinner tremble ? A Sinner. 
who is conſcious to himſelf of being 
much more guilty in the fighr of God, 
than many Millions of thoſe Souls who © 
are already gone before him, and al- 
ready ſuffer the eternal Flames of Hell? 
"Theſe Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, are 
Terrible, to him whoſe Eyes are open, Wt 
by God's Grace, to ſee the malice of his al 
Sins, and ſee Death, Judgment, ank  . 
Damnation attend: Such Thoughts: ax” 1 
theſe, to ſuch a Man, are terrible be- 
pond expreſſion. But however, if a 
Man be more afraid than hurt, Where is 
the barm of his Fear? Are we nor 
All oblig'd to humble our proud Hearts 
under it he powerful Hand of God, 1 Pet. 5. 6. 
aid work out our Salvation with Fear and 
Membling ? Phil. 2. 12. Is not our obli- 
gation to Fear, conſiſtent with our grea= _ 
ter motives, greater obligations to Hope * > Wl 
Tis one of the moſt dangerous miſtaes a 
dhe we are ſubjelt to, We feemro "BY 
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cCeortainly the Death and Ruin of the O— 
RE ther. Fear. without Hope, degenerates 
into Deſpair. Hope, without Fearjsnow 
no longer Hope, but dangerous 
ſumption. If now and then our Min 
nie troubled and perplext with Fear”;:.. 
die mult. not therefore preſently con- 
clode, that we have loſt our Hope: 
No, no; we ſhould have loſt it, if We. 
If rhe Conſiderati 


—— 


TY 


* 


— 


fancy, that our Fear deſtroys our Hope; 
and that we cannot hope unleſs we ceaſe 
to fear. We take theſe two Affections 


oY * 


of the Mind for mortal Enemies, be- 
-canſe their Humours are ſo oppoſite. 


But, as that. Friendſhip is the greateſt, 


Which no difference of Humour can di- 
vide: So, if we examine well the mat- 


ter, we ſhall find, that Fer and Hope, are 


- _ - ſuch inſeparable Friends, they cannot 
poſſibly ſubſiſt without each - other's 


— 


CY 


Company.; the ſeparation of the one, is 


4 . 


* * 


” 


onof G od's Juſtice 


make a Sinner tremb'e, he may lawful-.. 


fine(s,. the pain and the anxiety, Which 


axe the troubleſome Companions of his 
Fear: But as for Han it ſelf, tis an eſ-. 

ſential Duty of a Chriſtian, which can- 
not upon any Terms, admit a Diſpenſa. 


Aileen. If che xnſer rehable Deßgns and. 


* „r 
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z. Motives of Hope. 85 
; | Secretsof God's Providence, are apt to 
I fill our Souls with apprehenfions and 
fears; this only helps us to perform the 
done half of our Duty, without prejudi- 
. cing the performance of the other; for 
1 the more we fear his Juſtice, fo much 
more we haſten to the ſhelter of his Mercy. 
This was the only Refige which the 
Royal Prophet had recourſe to, Pſal. 37. 2. 
In his Days of trouble, when his Soul refuſcd 
I be comforted, v. 9. Has God, ſays he, 
Forgotten to be gracious ? Has He ſhut up in 
Anger, all his tender Mercies? v. 8. Isbis © 
 Merey-clean gone for euer? Doth his Promiſe + 
fait for evermore?-Oh, no; His Promiſe- 
cannot fail: He can no more deceive, 
than be deceiv'd. He has ſign'd his 
Pròmiſe more then once in Scriptur es 
And with a ſolemn Oath, He has deli? 
- ver'dit. A Promiſe and an Outh, which - ma 
by Commiſſion from Himſelf, his M.! M8 

niſt ers are order d to make uſe . 
When Sinners are dejected with 
_ Temptations of Deſpair,” Exel. 33. 10. a 
When their Tranſgreſſions and their iq mal 
ye heavy upon them: When they be-.- = 
gin to pine away with Fear, and'melan- - ma 
Choly Thoughts, of never being able to' 
Tester: © What hall we ſay do com. 
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86 Motives of Hope. H. 3. 
4 FA 11, 14. If theWicked turn from his fin, 
if he repent, it he amead;v. 15. and walk, 
in the Statutes. of Life; He ſhall ſurely live 
(and what can be more ſure, ſince God 
himſelf is pleas d to ſay it f) v. 15; He Fi 
ſhall ſurely liue; He ſhall not die. V. 16. 
None of the Sins he hat committed, ſball be 
ever mention d to him; he ſhall hear of 
them no more; they ſhall not riſe in 
judgment againſt him: God himſelf 
has promis d, v. 16. He ſhall ſurely li ue; 


LF» 
LI 


_ 


—.. x wot 
Say to them again; and ſay it boldly, 
in his Name, whoſe Juſtice makes them 
. tremble; Ezek. 33. 11. 4: 1 live, ſays the 
'' - Lord God. Ihave na pleaſure in the Death of 

- r#heWickhed ; but that the Wick:d turn from 
Fus way, and Live. Return, lays He, Re- - 

turn from your evil mays: Why will you die? 
y will you Die? As who ſhould fay, 

Fou may live, if you wil; Talways am 
dat hand, -prepar'd to help you, if you 
-.- heartily repent ;. you know, you may 
recover, if you have a mind to it; you 
know, that if you die, it is, becauſe you 
wil: 4s 1 live, I have no pleaſure in your 
Death, and therefore I have reaſoa to 
complain, why. WILL. he Die? 
Dear Chriſtians, What can we wiſh 

for more? We know. that God can help. 
us, ff he wi; Whether he will or no, 

Ve need no farther pioof than pen | 


—— 


_ God himſelf is bl to 


3. Motiveg of Hope. 
Word. We have his Word: We have 
his Oath: He cannot take his own 


Great Name in vain, and he has ſworn 


by his own Life, He has no pleaſure in aur 
Death ; He does not, of 

himſelf. deſire it; but that 0 4 
we return, and live, O! we Quorum cauſs 
are happy 3 for whoſe ele, Deus jurat ! 
God ſwears ! ! But O. how O miſeras, 4 
miſerable are we ; if, when nec juranti 
Domino cre- 
ſwear, we can't believe him] dim 
If Deeds are better 


: l proof than Words, let us paſs from what 


e has ſaid, to what he has done. What 


has he date for Sinners? Or rather, 


What has he not dene? For them he 
came from Heaven ; for them he lived 
a painful Life on Earth; for them he 
died upon the Croſs, Match 9. Hp br 


come not, ſays he, to cal the Juſt, but Sin 


nere; he came becauſe 'rwas Gon a 
he ſhould come: And therefore, for 
their fakes, for whom it was molt neceſ- 


. fary, for them he principally came. He 


* 


never was ſo kind to any, as to Sinners. 


All his Converſation was in their Com- 


pany, he made it his chief buſineſs to 
oblige them; he followed them from 


place to Jace ; he thought of nothing 
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elſe but how to in their How 4. he 
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Its, 


— 


— Y 
5 


Seer Paul conludes from hence, We 
now have much more Hope than ever, 
Rom g. 10. For if when we were Enemies, we 


Hearts, he brought down fire from 
thing more, than that this fire might 
burn. His more than ordinary Kind- 
neſs was in all occaſions ſo viſibly re. 
markable, that he was talen notice of, 


and pointed at. The Phariſees were 
Tcandaliz'd to ſee t. And in thoſe days, 

it was his great Reproach, Matth. 11. 
19. He was too much @ Friend to Publi. 


cant and Sinners, All this while, alas ! 


they little underſtood bis Buſineſs up- 
on Earth. His great Compaſſion of their 


eaven with him, and wiſh'd for no- 


38 Motives of Hope. 6.3. 18 


Miſery was the occafion of his coming. 


And fince their Indigence firſt brought 


him from above, it was no wonder the 


Relieving of it, was his chief Employͤ; | 
ment here below. He came as a Phyk. 


cian to his dying Friends, whom He 


moſt dearly lov'd ; and therefore took - 
moſt care, and was the moſt concern d, 
For thoſe who were moſt dangerouſly 
ſiek. Thus did our God behave himſelf 
to Sinners. Thus did he love his Ene, 
mies, and treat them as his deareſt 
Friends. Thus did he live to ſerve them, 


till at length he died to ſave them. 


then were reconcil' to G; undoubtedly, 


we. num have mach more reaſon, being ro- 


4 7 


- 


, 


© 
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cancil'd, to hope, we ſball be ſa ved. If then 
before he ſent his only Son, God lov'd 
his Enemies fo dearly as to ſend him: 


We may well conclude, that ſince he 


came amongſt us, fince he interpos'd 
betwixt us and his Father's Anger, ſince 
he died to reconcile us to him, Rom. 8. 


34. fince he roſe again, and at the right - 

Hand of his Father, is our Advocate in 
Heaven, making In:erceſſion for us; ſurely, 
nom our. humble Supplications, join d 
with his, and offer din his Name, Jo. 14.15. 


will for his ſake, be much more eaſily re- 


Crimes of Mankind during ſeveral Ages; 


if the Malice of them altogether, could 
not-any way divert the courſe of ever- 
flowing Mercy; if it could not liinder - 

him from ſending Jeſus to redeem the 
we think,rhe'Greatnels 


World, ho can reatneſs 
of our Sins can hinder him from having 


Mercy on us, when we heartily repent? 
Let us therefore, once for all, hum- 


bly confeſs, and own our Fault. The 


Truth is, we are proud, and willing tro 
| _ excuſe our ſelves. We are willing to 

lay the blame of ourlmpenitence at our = 
Creator's 'daor, and ſay, he will nos 
FFP 


ceiv d. If then a Contrite and an humble 

Heart was always ſo agreeable, he ne- 
ver would deſpiſe it; will he nom refuſe 
it e If the total Sum of all the horrid 


0 . 
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ways ours; we will not repent, we 
will not comply with his Grace; in a 
Word, we wil not be ſaved. | 
All we can ſay, in our defence is, that 
our Sins are great, God will not look up- 
on ſuch grievous Sinners as we are. lcan- 
not ſay, they a e not great, or that we are 
not grievous Sinner: But, that therefore 
God will never look upon us, is as falſe 


as the Word of God is true. He hates the 
5 „ lc Dat 2 Sinner: 


he x Aug be hates the Leproſie, but 
Conf lib. 8. loves the Leper: And, as 


Ep. 3. a Merciful Father he rejoyces N 
more at the Repentance of .one-. 


we do not ſtand in need of it. 
Let us there fore, once again, humbly 
acknowledge, and confeſs our Fault. We 
only pretend our Leproſie is ſo inveterate, 


God will not ſuffer us to come into his 


fight, he will not cure us, he will not 
make us clean. The Truth is, we are ſo 
neeligent, ſo ſtupid, fo inſenſible of our 
condition, that tho we now and then are 


terrified to ſee the Danger of it,neverthe- 
leſs we will not make 2 lications 


to him as we oughr, we will not be 


LY 


d, we will not be i 1 
Fur d, we will not becleanſed. © © 
” x 2 $ * * op © . S 4 
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go Matives of Hope. b. 3. 
be will not ſave us: When, if we well 
examine, we ſhall find the Blame is al- 
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Hon "Y we are to defer Repentance, 
HAT we are All of u., 1 
time or other, berwixt this 


pain of Eternal Damnation, 


| to rouze aur ſleepy Souls from che be- 
1 of Sin; is an im- 


ruth, which no Man can di- 


ſpurs, We all are fully ſatisſied, that 


we live in the State of Sin, if our Af. 
fections are criminal, if f our Hearts are 
divided -betwixt Heaven and Earth; 


we muſt, before we die, Repent and 


Mend, or we are loſt for ever, Luke ** 
1 2988 we 85 we A 2 Per 7" This 


and Death, oblig d under 


92 Danger of Delay, F. 1. 8 
This we agree upon: Our difficulty 1 
lies not in the knowing, but in the per- to 
Forming of our Duty. When we diſ- thi 
courſe with our ſelves in general Terms, Jo 
mat is it we ought to do; the Debate 
ſoon comes to an Iſſue: But, as we de- I pu 
ſcend to the Particulars of when and po 
om we come not ſo „ eee Ar 
tion, about the Ln: . We ſuppoſe that cl 
We are able, at oar pleaſure, to change \ m 
our Hearts, ſubdue our Paſſions, and re- tt 
form our Lives: But our Hearts, at I 0 
| Js are otherwiſe engag'd; our | fi 
Paſſions are youthful, and yery impor- e 
tune; our way of Life, tho' none of A 
the beſt, is [ſuitable to. the common t 
_ © Maxims of the World, and what haſte, 7 
: \ ;IT pray, to do, juſt now, what may be 
dune as eaſily another time, when ever 
we pleaſe? Beſides; the preſent Cir- 
© Eumſtances are very particular: An ab- 
rupt Diſengagement would now go very 
much againſt the Hair: We had better, 
= for a time, content our Paſſions, and 
pHring them to a compoſition: When 
Mot that Buſineſs is over, that we may 
more freely attend to the Work of our 
- Salvation, when our Company changes, 
when we meet with a Conjuncture of 
more favourable Circumſtances: O! 
then well begin the New Man, bid adieu 
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d. 1. Danger of Delay. - of 
to the Follies of this World; and from 


that inſtant, date the Beginning o our 
Journey towards Heaven. 


Thus the Colour of Piety gives a a Re- 


putation to the Deluſion: We cov er the 


popular Cheat with an agreeable Diſ- 
guiſe: And, betwixt gratifying our In, 


clinations on the one Side, with a cri- 


minal Condeſcendence, and pacifying 


the Remorſes of our Conſcience, on the 


other Side, with a- plauſible Pretence of 


future Amendment, at a more conveni- 


ent Lime; wie make Vertue, in appear- 


| ance, ſubſcribe to our Vices, and coun- = 


terfeit God's Hand to one of ou worſt 


Temptations of the Devil. 


5 E C . 28 R 
How dangerons it is to defer Appin * 
ils clear, we are not Maſters and 


v. Who was the firſt Author of Time, who 
now conſerves it, and who will one Day 


1 a final Period to all Time; he, I - 


pleaſes. 


not able, by our ſelves, fo much. as to 


login fo great a Work, how then that 
We 6 beable: t9 Ham! * . our = 


Viſpoſers of our Time: Only he, - 


and only he, e of 1 it as he 


. the Changing of our Hearts 1 
is far above our ſingle Strength; we are 
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 whenſoeve 


towards us. Nay, if we 
ther back from the firſt moment of this 


* 3 a 4 
— Are = 2M Ut 
$46 cud N e » 
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t we pl 


Ho, 12. in Ev. that GOD who promiſes to 
PARDON wm, if we repent ; has never 


promis d tar the TIME of our Repentance. 5 
- *Tis true, we cannot but confeſs, (to 


the great Shame of our Ingratitude) 


that our Creator loves us far above our 


Merit. If we laok back from hence as 
far as the firſt Creation, and carry our 
ſerious Thoughts thro” all rhe Steps of 


Providence, we meet with nothing bur 


remarkable Inſtances of his po 3 
et look far- 


World into Eternity, we find him, be- 


' / fore the 2 of all Time, enter- 

5 taining his tl 

kation of our Welfare; and in the firſt 
Page of his eternal Accounts, we fiad the 


houghts with the premedi- 


great Detign of Man's Redemprion, that 
ſtupendious Myſtery of Mercy and Ju- 


_ ſice, the Incarnation of our Lord and 
3 n Jeſus Chriſt, who held nothing 
; 8 Oo 


dear, no Obligation fo important, as 
our SanQification; even to the degree 


olf laying down his Life for the Advan- 
tage of that ſacred Intereſt. See here 
the Motives which we have, to think he 
loves us! Yet give me leave to tell 
you, he is not ſo fond of us, . 

” 5 5 a 2 : ; 5 ; p D 6 0 | e 


er of Delay. F. 2. 
eaſe? St. Gregory aſ. il 
ſures us (and we know it well enough) 
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he can be angry at us, when he finds 
his Love neglected; Witneſs all thoſe 
m ſerable Chriſtian Souls, Who once 
were happy in the ſame Teſtimonies of 
his Affection: Who thought, as we do, 
to reform their Lives at a convenient 
o | Seaſon; who ſuppos'd, as we do, that 
) BY God's extraordinary Grace would never 
r fail to bear hand, whenever they pleas d 
8 
r 
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to have occaſion for ir. Alas! poor 

Souls, they now are lodg'd in the Flames i Wi 
f I of Heil for all Eternity; and know, too YT 
t I late, that tho" God never fails to beſtow 4 
his extraordinary Graces, where he finds 
u faichful Correſpondency of our En- | A 
s deavours with his merciful Aﬀiſtance; Ju 
pet he often ſhurs his Hand, if we . wm 
— withdraw ours He does not fr# de- —_ 
- Bf fert us: yer, if deſerted by us, tis no K 

wonder if he treat us upon equal Terms. 
and fo deſert us. 333 5 


t 

0 5 

Wonder not, that God, who is ſo in- 

- finitely good, can find in his Heart to 

d abandon thus a Sinner, who ſtifles the 

g Remorſes of his Conſcie ce, who reſiſts 

$ the frequent Inſpirations which invite 

e him to Repentance, Who has always 

- ſomething elſe to do when he thinks of 

e his Duty, always is fo rude, fo ſcornfully . + 

e IF uncivit io receiving all the Embaſſies 6 

1 WM Peace, which Heaven fends him; that 
a 2 E = oo. 


Wy, 


every trifling Object, which ſalutes his 
Fancy, every miſerable Creature, which 
a ſilly Paſſion recommends to him, is 
ure to have the Preference, and be the 
| -iefſt admitted. . | When's! 3 

Ho oftendoes God court us, when 
We are alone, as it were/carefully. ma- 
naging that favourable Occaſion, when 
3s may be preſum d, we are at leiſure for 


is Entertainment? But, alas! we are 


perhaps never leſs alone, than when we 


ps Danger of Delay, 6. 2. 


are alone: The common Enemy of 


Mankind, is then moſt bufy to prevent 


the Advantage of ſuch a happy Circum- 
| ance. How often he does apply him- 
| Felf to us, when any ſudden Accident has 
croſs d our Inclinations; when we have 


been diſappeinted ia our Intrigues, when 


wie begin to ſind our Labour loſt in the 


purſuit of what we hunted aſter, when 


we fit down angry, and affronted at the 


confafion of our Miſtake, almoſt ready 


to fall out with the World for having 
cheated us; then it is, that he takes hold 
of this comuncture; begins in a loving 


manner to expoſtulate with us; to ex- 
Probate to us, how treacherous a Friend 


we find the World to be; on the con- 
trary, how conſtant and faithful a Friend 
he has been to us, from all Eternity to 
this Moment; how ready he is, not with- 


= th | J 


xa wii 


with open Arms into favour again, if we 


think no more ont. Whatever God 


time Apoc. 3. 20. He ſtand hat the door and 


him ſtand and wait our leiſure; we a 
other time, yet for the preſent, we flax 


pitiful Worms we are who, thus con 
fore him; and we ſhall net wonder, if 
gat length he leave us, and deſert us, 
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ſtanding all that's paſt, to receive us 


return ſincerely to him. And how do 
we hearken to all this? Why, truly, it 
paſſes away like a little Fit of Melan- 
cholly ; we were then in an ill humour; 
we are now glad tis over; and ſo we 
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ſpeaks to our Hearts, is all out of doors: 
ur Hearts are ſhut againſt him, all the 


knocks ; and we neglect him, letting 


=o +74 * 3 
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prove the Friendſhip of the World be- 
fore his; and tho' we may have ſome 
flight thoughts of hearing him ſome 


Let us nowc 


onſider a little? What 


we affront ; what Triſles we prefer be- 


with a Reſolution, never more to offer 


and Jon ſbal Die n your Sits. INTE] 
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ners,Who:defer the entire Converſion of 
their Hearts from time to time, upon a 
yain Preſumption of chuſing their own 
time when they pleaſe; I ſuppoſe, as a 
fundamental Principle, x Pet. 5; v. 5. 
He who values himſelf upon being 
Wiſe enough in the management of his 
* Salvation; who neglects the time which 
WW God's great Mercy offers him ; Who 
=_ preſumes hecan, when e re he, pleaſes, 
= Shane ils rims of his Converſion; ſuch 
= a Perſon, if ever he approach the 
Throne of Grace, comes in a diſpoſiti- 


he carries Pride bare - fac d in the very 
Frant of him; and the Addreſs he pre- 


To  Faulc which he begs Pardon for. 

A true Convert comes trembling, 
With a Heart truly humbled under the 
Omnipotent Hand of an offended Ma- 
jeſty; and ſuch a Penitent will always 

- find Favour ; a Contrite. and Humble 
Heart God will neyer deſpiſe ; all his 
ie 


23 


3 


W 


on directly oppoſite to Reconciliation; 


ſents, is endors d with the very ſame | 


. ne, 
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* Offences. will paſs for nothing, 
Exek. I Math News of his Sinus be committed, 
ſhall be: mentioned to him: In the Day of 
his Converſion, his Impiety ſhall never 
hurt him: What time ſoever God ſhall 


pleaſe to mark out to him, if he ma- 
nage that, he is ſecure. 


But, if a Sinner careleſly reje& God's | 


 Inſpirations,andfram. time to time,neg- 
lect the opportunities he meccifully ot- 


fers him ; if he behave himſelf, as if he 


thought his time of Reconciliation were 


entirely at his own diſpoſing; god upon 
this account, when he gy Ks „ Pre- 
ſents himſelf before the Throne of 
Grace; his very Coming in this manner 


is an Ac of pride, a Pride by which 


he dangerouſly preſumes upon à more 


than ordinary Fayour, ſuch as he knows „ 


has been denied to many Thou 


who are Damn'd for ever, for Jeſs Sos - - 2 
than his, and leſs negle& of the. Almigh- _ I 


ty; a Pride. which is the greateſt pro» 


vocation that can be | imagined; in as 


much as it abuſes all his infinite Goods 


neſs, Longanimity, and Patience not on- 


ly to the utmoſt degree of contempt, but 


even to an 'impudeftit aſſurance of 


taining Mercy when we pleaſe, altho” 


| we: have 107 23 ſo often, and ſo low, 
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ſon, why God may abandon ſuch pro 


Penitents as often as he pleaſes: And 


this Reaſon is attended with a ſort of 


Obligation (if a Man may term it ſo,) 


Incumbent upon Providence, if not al. 
ways, at loaſt generally, and for the moſt 


Part, to treat them according to their 
%%% | 


This Obligation ariſes from two Ti- 


tles. God is the Creator of Man, and the 
- [Redeemer of Sinful Man. The firſt gives 


him the Perogative of being the ſy. 
preme anduniverſal Lord and Maſter of 
the Univerſe; under which Character, 
it belongs to him, to give Law to all the 
parts of it, and take ſuch methods, as 


may with a ſmooth and eaſie, yet ſtrong 
and ſteddy Influence, promote and car- 


ry on the great Deſign of the Creation. 


HFlence comes the Obligation of ſupport- 


ing the Credit, and maintaining the Au- 
thority of his Government, which ſinks 


immediately, and falls to nothing, if his 

too great Indulgnece always tolerate the 
ö open Violation of his Precepts, join'd 
With all the 3 Affi onts, and 


Inſolencies, of a haughty Subject, that 
will not be reclaim'd but when he plea- 


ſes, will nottake the ad vantage of thoſe 


favourableopportunitieswhictare ſo of- 


ten offer'd him, but defers the ox/y 1 
„ Sopot <A 


. 


— 


Nothing under Heaven 

ſion, keep up the Spirit and Vigour of 
Diſcipline amongſt us, and place the 
Fear of God before our Eyes, but a juſt 
and ſevere Puniſhment, ſuch as becomes 


when we make 


& 3+ Danger of Dela). 10x 
' Buſineſs of his Life from time to time, 


upon a proud preſumption of being re- 
ceiv'datany hour whenſve're he pleaſes. 
n can in this occa- 


the Indignationof an angry God abus'd, 
«fronted, and contemn d; which is, to 


treat us as we treat him, leave us as he 
finds us, and ae refuſe us Audience, 
u 


pplications to him. 
This Motive, which ariſes from the 


Title of Creator, is abundantly ſuffici- 
ent; but yet the Title of Redenmer is a 
far more powerful inducement to the 


5 of Juſtice.” The Creation of the 


World was but a ſmall Expence'': 
A Word ſaid, and the whole Work _ 
diene. But the Redemption of ſinful 
Man, the Extraction of him out of 
the profound Abyſs of Sin and Malice. 
| was @ more laborious Maſter- piece of 
| Mercy and Juſtice; it coſt him his de- 
ſcent from Heaven, à painful Liſe for 
many Years upon Earth, and the laſt 
drop of his moſt precious Blood upon 
che Croſs. Having redeem'd us from 
the Devil, at ſo dear a rate, and having 
paid the utmoſt price of our Salvation, - 


— 
— 


— 


1 
1 


He has a ie As. * "A 
and Reputation of his Mercy, J. $2. 8. 
He is Lord of All, and his Glory he will not 
glue te Another. He is our Lord and 
Maſter ; by Redemption all of us are his; 
he has aid the full Diſcharge of our 
Account; but he will not apply the 
value of chis Payment to thoſe Perſons 
Whole Pride will either challenge the 
Credit or ſhare it with him; he beſtows 
it only where it may be evident, if not 
to all the World, at leaſt to ever Sin- 
ners Conſcience who receives the be- 
neſit, chat nothing but the Power of 
Grace could work. ſo: wonderful a Re. 
ſurrection, and free him from the Ser- 


BY”; 13 den of Sin. 772 


le who made out Hearts, cannot | 

; N the Temper of our Inclinati- 
ons. He cannot but ſee, how partial 
and unequal we are in our Judgments. 
E any thing be amiſs with us, we pre- 
ſenidly begin tomurmur and repine with- 
| Ga our ſelves, as if God only were the 


3 Author of our Failings. But, if we ſuc- 
'  eeed-in any thing, chat ſeems Praiſe. 


Worthy, either in the Sight of God or 
Man, we preſently aſtume che Reputa- 
tion of it to dur ſelves Our Faich 
8 the EONS \ And we ſeem 


& ad rs 


we 
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. Danger 
it is, our Pride "which comes S. Bern. 
into the World with us, de ord. vit 
In Vice which is the fr we G. moi. 


1 Abt with, and th Las we ton= inſtit. 


ver, is ſo apt to work upon 
our Judgment; that if we examine. wolf; 


ve cannot but vbſerve, we always are a 


great deal more inelin d to magnifie our 
own: Endeavours, than to aàdmire the 


Power of Grace. If God ſhould never 
treat us as we merit; if he ſhould ne- 
ver abandon thoſe, who from his Gaod- 


neſs take öecaſion to abuſe it; we 
fhould grow inſenſible of our neceſſi - 
ties; we ſhould forget our Obligations 
toshe Sram of our Redeemer; we ſhould 
behave our ſelves, as if we thong ht that 


All is done by-our High Hand, an; not 6» 


the Aſſiſtance of our Lord, Deut. 32. 27. 
This is one Neaſon, and a juſt one, Wux 
ke is oblig'd (as I may ſay) in ho 
i not always, at teaſt generally; a Aber | 
the moſt purt, ro refuſe them Audience 


in a Time of rheir on chuſing; who 


2 _ Time which he thought wo DE 
or their purpofe, never wou 

3 to hear ken to him, J. S. 21 
hs re — he, Ee you 2 . wn 
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| 8 E Cc 's 5; IV. - 
That we ought to begin 9 with. 


| PAST © .,04t. Delay. . 
8 ting IZ who has promir'd PAR. 
Hom, 12. [I DON to thoſe: who Re. 


5 in Evang. peut, has neber promis d TRUE 


2.2: REPENTANCE to thoſe who 


: An: A Man muſt be a Stranger to 
the ordinary courſe of Providence, who 
does not know, that there are certain 
Times in which our God is kinder and 


| more favourable to us; when Clouds 


of Anger diſappear, when Heaven ſeems 
to ſmile upon us, and the Almighty 
ſeems to meet half way the Prayers and 
Addreſſes of his People. Tis not that 
Sol is Hable to any Shadow of Incon- 
ſtancy: He always is enclin'd to Mer. 


and nothing but our Sins can force 


aim to the Rigour of his Juſtice. Some- 
times he ſhowers down his Graces in 
plentiful abundance; viſits and inſpires 


us with good Thoughts, good Inclinationt 
to amend our Lives; ſtrongly and ſweet. 


ly moves us; frequently and impor- 
tunely preſſes and follicites us to true 


Repentance, But, if we ſlight his Fa- 
vours, he withdraws them from us: 
Mercy neglected and abus d, gives place 


to Jul ice: ** all thoſe great and ex. 


r 
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3 "refs ſell to come; T'held-out m Hand, and.” 


. But he ſays not, 4. B. 1673. 


U 


' er d them again, ot no: For that this 


3 who reading This, will c. 7. SefF. 3. 


ger of Delay. 105 
nn Which before abound- 
ed, are denied us; that we may, by 
this means, grow ſenſible of hot Ne- 
ceſliry and our Dependency, their Po W- 
er and our Weakneſss. 

wes What wiſe Man is br . 

there in the World,  re#ory. p. 2. 


© not fear the deferring of & v. 35. 
bis Converſion, tho it 150 
were but for one Day? Who knows, 
Whether this ſhall be he la# Day, or 
no, that ever God will call him? 
e ch. 1. God ſays, I call'd, and you 


" you would not look rowar#s me; and there - 
3 foe. T will FORS AKE hon in your Extre- 
. He does not ſay, how many 
times he cabed, or how long he bel, - 
"out hir Hand, God fays, 
I ftand at the Door, "and 1 1. 37.— 


* * w FF 
4 4 


_ . how often. Ach 6 5 
„od is ready and 1 ifal to knock . 
and. cal; but yet, his binds himſelf 
0 no Tme or Space, but comes and goes 

at his pleaſure. And they who take 
«bb their Times when'they are offer d, 

"are excuſcleſs before his Juſtice, and. 
bs „ dot nor know; whether ever it ſhall be - 


ww” 


UN. " 85 5 
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0 — Delay. 4 "Y 
ching i is only in the Will and Know- 
© ledge, of. God alone; who takes Mer. 
© oy where it pleaſes him beſt, and i is 

* bound to none, And when the Pre- 

<© fix Time of calling i is once paſt, woe 

pe td chat Party ; for athouſandWorlds 
bt SI WI not purchaſe i it ain. 
his Reaſon is abundagtly ſufficient, 


e us manage carefully the Work of 
Wo 


atton with}, fear and trembling ; and 
Humble of ſelves under the Pomerſul Hand 
of Ged, Phil. 2. Ta. « Pet. 5. 6. without 


erending to any objg/ute Security of 
gur A 1 5 er we pleaſe. 


e certainly \Damn'd, if we never 


ak . ardon.; it may be yet 
prababliy it may — 


time enough, if we ask it now: 


1 in concurrence.of a certain Ruin on the 
of a Safety 
Will loſe 


one ſide, with a probability. 
on the other, no wiſe Ma 
time to deliberate upon the Choice. 

"Some will ſay, perhaps, Nis a ſevere 


"Caſe, to renounce all worldly. AﬀeRi-. 
ons, and deny them what's moſt dear 


3 them; to 1 55d War againſt the 
moſt Violent, of Paſſians, and to-undergo 


ement; if we have-no Aſelute Se- 


defireat. Had we an Aſſurance of « our 


\ the hardſhip off 55 in che 


Fog of making Peace. when ever we 
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But, to renounce All, upon a hazard of 
gaining Nothing, is too cold an Invita- 
tion to encounter Painful and labo- 

| rious a Task. 


Ch. 9.2 art thou, that thus replieſt 


| abuse to Article with him, in 


lis Patience? Is it not enough to have 
| _—_ d r Objects Fe N * 
1 0 Ave Ul your © In ppo- 
ſition to all che Dictates of Duty and: 
Obedience? to have affronted the Oni 
nipotent Hand, which (had not his Mer: - 
cy held it,) had long fince funk yo 
3 miſerable Soul to the Abyſs of Hell? T 


e 


. an' your Miſery, accom in 
. giſo:rhe ns of wrt Brink N. 


Doe aſſur d beforehand ef rechiing it >: 
nd, chat God is ſo wal by * 5 8 1 2 
8 . 20 n quelt 


ina; to Fenn 4 
mation of our Lives. 


605 mm fay Se. — to che Renens; 
Con? Who are you, that = 
manner? Is it not enough, to have f 


frequently tranſgreſt his Laws, ſo 9 
conremn "4 his'Menaces, fo long abus d 


not chis enough, unleſs the ſame Pride, 


? Rey 
member, char Cos er the Proxy; 7. 
gives Grass only te the Humble, 1 Pet. 4. 
þ — that he i 16 a very proud. Be - 
gar, ho will not ask an-Alms except H 


of ſack wh 


%-4 


8 thas * re l c 0 he 
openly declares, e hater him, Esel. 26. 
My Soul, ſays ie, hates a proud 
Ak Chriſtians). we muſt (if — 
for Salvation, we muſt come in ano- 
ther Diſpoſition. We muſt not loſe 
time upon the Debate, whether or no 
we. have a certain proſpect of Succeſs, 
Phil. 2. 12. We muſt work aur Salvation 
with fear and trembling. 1 Pet. 5. 6. and 
Humbl? our ſelves. under the pawerful Hand 
of. Gad. In this Conjuncture, we have 
nothing elſe to do, bur the in all haſte 
the Throne ef Grace, Heb, 4. 16. Every 
: F | 3 9 4 is precious: Every Moment 


05 encreaſes the Danger. 
| he. Pr odigal Son, whoſe Imitation 
| aur LS Eto recommends to us, propo- 
hag him as a great Example of an hum- | 
ble Penitent, did not loſe time in ſtu- 
dying, whether his Father would re. 
_ _ ceive; him or not; he did not before- 
2 55 J ire into his Father' s Humour, : 
how he ſtood affected to him; whether 
were ready to admit hies. or deter- 
mio'd never more to leok:u 84 him; 
pep 4% 


3 | . 


c ² A . 
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ſo ſenſible of his Unworthineſs; he did 
not ſo much as offer to demand a perfect 
Reconciliation, but left himfelf entirely 
to his Father, to d iſpoſe of him, and do 
with him what he pleaſed, v. 19. Father 
Tam not worthy to be calld your Son. 
Alas! What cau we do in this Condi- 
tion? We muſt redouble our Prayers 
which We have heretofore fo often hud- 
dled over, with as much Indifference 


and Coldneſs, as if we were #fraid left 


God ſhould hear us, and aff us wirk - 


| his Grace to tale up our Croſs, deny ou 
ſelves; and ſolom him, Matth. 16. 24, 


It aſter a Month, a Year, or more, we 


find no great effect of Mercy, we muſt _ 


ſtill perſevere firm in our Endeavours: 
The more we fear God's Anger, the fa- 
ſter we muſt ** the Protection of 
his Goodneſs. We muſt not ſink under 


the Apprehenſions of our Reprobation, - 
but without diſputing our Deſtiny, we 


or die in the Demanding of t. 
If the Almighty ſeem to take no no- 
tice of us; if He ſeem, as it were, to 
command us out of his Sight, we have 
nothing elſe to ſay; John 6. v. 68. but, 
Lord, whither ſball we go? What way is 


muſt reſolve, either to obtain Pardon, 


there to fly from thine Anger, but by 


\ 
the 
* * 
: * 
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. . ger * 4. 
make to the Shokec _ * 
nes? We know, we deſerve an Eternal 
1 Banfſhment fr om thy Preſence: We 

-. know, ee have refus d Thee Au- 
dience: We know, it was our common 


oy — ES IE ney» ett pate 
o 


another time: And therefore, we know 
we have no reaſon to complain, if now 
we are forſaken and abandon d by Thee. 
But, this is only what we deſerve; tis 


= theleſs, commandeſt us to Hope o 
1 S and tis in compliance with | 


; L th Hope. We come not to diſpute 


| Not to capitulate wpan the Articles of 
1 | reason, and hope as we ought; fo that, 
Petting aside the whole Sollicicude of 
R Affair, we leave ig entirely to thy 


S 


83 1 ee full of nothing but a 
ſincere Sorrow: for all our paſt Offences, 
8 joined Wit a hearty Raſulution, ne- 
Ver to offend os any more: Except it 


We are, co 2 thy Preſence; 
Which c: 


0 2 ee thy Sword af A drawn 
e e thy 


© $38 $43 f etch d 
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| Anſwer, Prop, 3. 28. Go, aud Come again 


only what we juſtly Fear : Thou _ 


Com mand, Rom. 4. 18: that we Hope — 
t our Heaven or our Hell; we come 


Salvation ; —— eg we have 


ercy. We came with a Contrite and 


way be an Offence far Sinners, ſuch as 
ot be: Na, nos though we 


dur Converſion 10 long, 


- Converſion 3-but, admiring-the 


F 


Vece * is chy Fear, 
not quit the Place, Fob, fa e 


| Abe thou Billet u, we wil.) 
uin Thes; - 


This is * 3 Heart, . 


charms our God; 51 the Heart which he 


cannot refuſe, Þ 41. 50..Such a Contrite,. 
Humble Heart, He, never will. * 
De. This is the, only-Diſpokition that 
can "ma e amends e. Abuſe of. 
much and for the deferring 
upon A- prou 
1 of Amendment. when we 
22 — humble Heart, as this, 


1 


| gr God no reaſon to be jealous af 2 
0 * 


nour: . Hand appears manife 


in the Management and- 2 eparation. of 


it, Exod. 8. 19. The Finger 70 15 . 
Such a Convert, as try il never chal- 


lenge any Share in the Honour of is 


will. reſign a. Henopz, n 
himtelf f 080 ed 


ſence 


who made him what 04 76. "Bu God 
will always tave the Honour ofithe 


he wil be Merciful when he thi $ fir, - 


and not allow proud Man to Uifpoſe of 


his Mercy ;the.wilrakebis own Time, 
and confaund the preſamptuous Pride. 


6 Ky gs oſha (as 1 7 ocns od's Ma- 


. bh 


neakle.. 300 


ork;.. : 


=_ De ＋ E 900 $. 4 
_ . - ike ur they can chuſe a Time con- 
1 | venient, when they pleaſe. 

I: Sinners, © deceive © not your bes 
Think not that God is always equally 
diſpos d to hear us, Whenſoever we ap- 

point our time of Audience. He will not 
Rf us to pretend to the Honour of be- 

Finning our Converſion, and challeng. 

"ing his greateſt\Graces, at our leiſure. 

Tis true; he died to fade us: But tho 


Honour; and will not part with any Share 


8 Iſa. 4 2. 8. He is Lord of All; and 


"Bis Glory be will not give to another, 1 Pet. 
„ reſiſts? the Proud,” and only to the 
\ Fete " Henbte e gives” Grate” in this . 
os Ely in N prides dee 
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lie died for our Beneft, he died for God's 
"of this Honour, to humovr a proud Peni- 
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Heart, and All that is within me! I 
have ſinned, O my God; I have offend- 
( ed Thee; 1 have done ill before the 
Face of Heaven and Earth. Neither 
the Stars of Heaven, nor the Grains of 
Sand upon the Earth, are equal to the 

© boundleſs number of my grievous Sins. 


Ah my dear God! my Maker, my 
Preſerver, my Redeemer, and my Only B. 


9 * 


have So offended Thee! Iam i. 


, much more troubled at mp7 

great Ingratitude, than at the Great - 
« neſs of the Torments I deſerre. 
O that I could bewail with Tears of 


refactor, how it grieves me to 


Zlood, the baſe Unworthineſs of my Be. 
haviour to my only. moſt Obliging, moſt 
Endearing, moſt Deſerving Friend] A 
Friend who always lov'd me, even when 
I lov'd my filly Humour, and his miſera —- - 
ble Creatures more than Him, who always 


hu me, even when I was his: moſt 


FF 
It, ſtill Made me wharſoe'er Ta ſtill 


Gabe me whatſoe'er I Had, and ſtill Invis- | 


ted me, nay, even Courted me, with daily 


B Tnfſpirations of his Grace, to Love him 
above All Things. O that my Eyes were 


wy 


living Fountains: of 'continual Repen- 


tance, to bewail my baſtUnworthinoſv? 
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Sn . arePartakersof it. B/at.,40. Have Mer. 
__ F vn me, O God, according #o thy Great 


aud an bunble Heart, which (for the ſake 
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mhauld burſt out at my Eyes, my Grief 

would neer be equal to my grievous I 

| Sins 5 the Guilt of which is infinite, and I] be. 

inſinitely greater than m able tô con- Gr 

eeive. Tho I ſhould weep with Tears 
of Blood in every corner of the Earth 
where I have ſinn'd; All that would ne- 
ver waſli away the Gilt or Scundal of 
my Crimes. Fhere's nothing but the 
bleeding Sac riſice of the Unſpot ten Lamb 

e Go; there's nothing but the Blood 
of JESUS dying for my ſake upon 
the Croſs; there's nothing elſe can re- 

concile me its the Sovereign Majeſty. 
which I have /o-provok'd ;. there's no- 
thing ele can wath- out the deep Stains. 
of my. unſpeakable Trigraticude. 
Tlhis is that Mercy of my God, which 
the admiring World has reaſon to call 
Sreat: That Mercy which is truly Great, 
not only in it's ſelf, but Great to all that 


Mercy. Maſb my poor Soul from its Ini- 
di, und aleanſe it from Sins. Sprinkle 
#2 only with the Blood of J E SU'S, and 
Ifill be cleannd e Waſh me with it, and I 
| ot whiter than Snow. Caſt me not amm 
rom Thy Face, but lock wpon's contrire 
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well pleaſed, Matth. 17. re As They 
wilt not deſpiſe 51 hut, that Thou wilt 
have Mercy _ E was WIPES | to Thy 
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How often have I ſaid So, and ds of 
ten broke my Word! mY what hope 
have I Nom to keep it, more than any. 
other Time? When J renew the dolefu 
Memory of my Relapſes, how Itrembl 
at the Very Thought! To think bor 
often, in a lukewarm Fit of Piety, 1 
have imagin d, I was Nam beginning to 
amend my Life; rnb yet, how Soon, how 

Ng bath every ſudden 
22 every finſu Inclination,. every 
2 Humour overcome my beſt and fiirme - 

Reſolutions! Proud, as I was, I wn. 
der d always at my, Weakneſs,. and could 
ſcarce. Beliaue it; tho I Sow it. Proud 
as I was, ſtill went on in the ſame Road 
ſtill faney a it was eaſy to Reform, when 4 
reſoly'd upon't; and till excus d myſell 5 
by laying all the Fault upon my Neigh 
bourt, my Employme 2 e Cir. | 
898 my Life. And vet, what Place 
ſoever I have liv'd in whatſoever BU. 
noſe, 1. een . in, wh ya 

/ = 
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11 ever Cireumſtances have attended me, 
8 | At 


thro all the ſeveral Changes of my For. 
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ane Heat. Y. 2. 


tune; I have alas been the ſame Frail 
Creature, always unequally unfaithful to 
my Word. What Hope then have I now to 

keep it, more than any other Lime? 


* . xk I Deſpair? Yes, yes: Tis abſo. 
lu 


rely Neceſſary for me to Deſpair of my 


vn Strength, that may I ſeriouſly. begin 
to hope in nothing elſe but Hin, who gives 


_ Grace to the Humble, and reſiſt: the Proud, 


| 1 Per. 5.5. And may I by his Grace 


perſevere all my Life, improving each uy 


: 22 and more, in this Deſpair, whic 


is the Reaſon why, I hope more nom than 


Ochet Thad long ſince Deſpair'd on 


tirely of my own Sufficiency, and plac'd 


my Confidence in nothing but the-power- 


ful Aſſiſtance of his Grace; I ſhould not 


then have been ſo Negligent, ſo openly ex- 


doi Them. I ſhould then have pray. 
24 ag heartily, as Men do in a Storm; 
„ who every moment fear to ſink, and e- 


84 


and weeping Eyes to Heay 


or d ON every ſide, to the continual ſur. 


| Prizes of my Paſſions! I ſhould then have 
: 


fully" em 


the precious Moments 


1 denen er in ſtudying how to meer 
= ? 


ſeveral Dangers, or jo ecaſting how to 


very moment lift their trembling Hands, 
en; the ſume 
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angry Heaven, whence they juſtly appte- | 


hend their fatal Ruin, Ah my God ! 


how ſeldom have I prayed ſo ! And how + 
| often have 7 ark'd thy Grace, a. Carele/ly 


My Reſolutions, like my Prayers, hither- 
to have only been in General Terms : That 
now I would Reform my. Life; 1 would no 


as if I had no need o 


longer be a Slave to Paſſion and Humour; J 


would now Begin to be. a Saint; And, O 
how: I have. been aſham'd to Think of all my © 
Follies! Alas! This very Pride which ; 
made me thus Aſbam d, was That which 
made me Fancy, twas an Eaſy matter to 
Amend; and therefore made me Careleſs 
in obſerving the particular Occaſions of 
my Greateſt Sins, the Remedies which 
ought. to be apph d, and the Impediments 
which ought to be remov d. Bur ſince the 
ſad Experience of my Weakneſs. makes 


me wiſer, I am now reſolv'd, it ſhall be 


the chief 9 of my Life, to watch 
and fludy all the Motions of my Heart: 
What Pafions are predominant ; Whar 
Inclinations ſecond them; by What 4 
proaches They gain ground; and by what 
Means, in This or That particular Oc 
They may be reſiſted, weaks 


> N. 
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ned, and ſubdued. 


A Maſter Work- man needs but now - 
and then apply his Rule, becauſe his Ha- 


bir. 
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Jie guides his skilful Hand. But I, un. 
_ $kilful as I am, who only nom Begin the 
neceſfary Art of living well, and have fo 
many Years contracted an ill Habit of © 
-negleQing all thoſe holy Preceprs ; II 
- - muſt now, not only in my Mornig-Recol 1 
Leun, carefully foreſee each Danger Iam 
| liketo meet with in the Day; but free- 
quently Renew thoſe pious Reſolutions; 
in Al Occaſions conſuli the Eternal Truth 
Which came from Heaven to inſtruct me; 
8 and Examine ſeriouſly; if the Employment 
of my Thoughts, 'Wotds, Actions, and 
Dekres, be ſultable to fo Divine a Rule. 
All This F am Reſolv'd upon, in Pre- 
'ſence of my God, and the whole Court 
Sk Heaven. Help me, All ye Bleſſed 
- _" Spirits, Luke 15. 7. Who are joyful: Wir 
neſſes of theſe my holy Reſolutions ; aſ. 
g I 0 now to make an humble Offer. 
ing of them All, before the Throne of Grace, 
"F Hes. 4.16. and join your better Prayers 
With mine, to beg a Blaſing for Them; 
Without which, altho' Idaily waer Them 
With penitential Tears, they never will 
Fucreaſe, and bring forth Fruit. I hav: 
aid: Now I begin. Have Mercy on me, 
O God, according to Thy Great Mercy, 
fal. 76. 11. For Such a Change comes on- 
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he Neſt, and Advantages be Aung. 


4 N x of ours. But above 

Au chings, He particularly nr 

© ed to us the Example of his great Hu- 
mility: Learn of me, ſays he, becauſe 1 


: * far or” Souls, Matth. 11. 29. 
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comparable Vertue is ſo 1 5 
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L. L our Saviour's Life, S. Aug. 
and Converſation up- 7b. ” 


aon Earth, was a con- wer. 
tinual Inſtruction for the mo- rel. 


* am humble of Heart, aud you will e l 


* 
1 
5 * 
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The Neceſſity of this i in- 


great, that tis impoſſible, guez. Par. 

Na it, to make any 2: I. . 

1 8 into a Spiritual ch. 1. 
ife. Qur Pride corrupts =_ 

and ruins all our vertuous Agions, un- — = 

© leſs. Humility: begin, N and 1 


: conclude them. 1. | 


120. ” Humble ay. - E 1. 


| St. Gregory Tays, True Ver- 
RF Rib. tue never grows in any Soul, 
"2s >. 5 * bur when tis nouriſh'd by 

eh. „ * its proper Root, which is Hu- 

© mility... This plain Compa- 

. N * eſſes very well its Nature, 
and its Properties.” 1. A Flower fades 
and withers when tis parted from its 
-..-  « Roor. 2. The Root is never better than 


| = g er hidden in the Earth, and tram 


1 led under Foot. 3, A. Tree is longer 

* lived, and yields more Fruit, accord- 

# * . 2 on towns under ground. 
3 ou much our Faith Je. 
= 9 — & © pends upon Humiliry, the A. 


F- 3 by 


1 925 4 of Caſting down Imaginations, 
„ 1 cer 10. 6. ever j high thing that exhalts 
. 7 27 felf azain#t the Knowledgeof God; and 

“ captivating every Thought tothe Obedience 


and ſubject to miſtake; and therefore 
+ © a ſubmiſſive Spirit is required; the 
. 8 DS "<3 on of which, has been the firſt be- 
| „Einning of all Hereſies, and verified 
et Paul's Prediction, 2 Lm. 31, 2, 3,7. 
3 3 in the laſf Days, dangerous Times 
will come, becauſe Men will be proud; de- 
1 * ſiſer of good People; and ever learning, 

Os 3 roche Knowledge A Truth. 
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1. &. 1. An; Humble Heart, 121 
r. | The ſame Humility which guides 
al, our Faith, encourages our ite 1 2 
by Hope: Becauſe the more Roar. c. 
a- diffidein qur ounstrengt , 
e, the mate we kave recour ſe to God, in ; 
es whom we place our Confidence 2 Ant 
ts thus, 2 Cor. 42. When me art Weak, 
an ; t ſays the Apoſtle, we ans Strong, That is | 


0 


n- % fa, when once wa,rigbtiy ufd. 


er | * ſtand our ſelves, and being thoroughiy 
d- convinced of our Infirmity, we ſeriout- 

1d ly begin to hope in nothing, but the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Grace: Then tis | 
e- | © that he himſelf begins to take 10nd, - mz 
\. | © the Management of our Affairs; pro- ..- = 
ks F < vides for us in all our ſpiritual Wants * 
5, |} © ſupports, and guides us, by a ſpecial- —_ 
ts © Providence; in all our Pious Under. —_— 

d takings. Tis with us, as tis witk Beg- . 
ce gars, who expoſe their Ulcers and their - ü 


k, Miſer ies; the more they lay them o- WIE "x bi 23 
re pen in the Publick View; the more 
ie they move our Pity, and obtain more 

e | Alms of Charitable Perſons: So the 

ö more ſincerely we confeſs and witig 
7. | profound Humility acknowledge; dur 
preſence of our Cod, the more we HY ꝙ e 
£ him to compaſſionate our mifefable -.- © MY 
„ © State and to beſtow upon us more .. 
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122 : oh Humble . 6. l. 
© bundantly: tho Riches of his Grace. 


Humility, as it encourages our Hope, 


- ſo it improves our Charity. An humble 


Man perpetually conſidering his innu- 
merable Faults and Imperfe&ions, the 
more he fees his grearUnworthineſs,the 
more he wonders at God's Patience, and 
bs more inclin'd to love his Gobdneſs a. 


 bove all things. Nothing 
P. Sie. © makes me better under- 
d. Sen. ſtand how good God is, 


Ii than when I ſee with how 
much Patience he endures 
A who is not able to endure him - 
215 Tis he who is offended; I am 
12 Offender. I, all Wickedneſs; and 
all Holineſs. As wicked as i am, 
1 can t endure my ſelf: As holy as he 
, he ſuffers me With Patienes. I only 
pad Ie Part of my Faults, and ned 

If: -Heiſees them all, and y 
1 450 not ceaſo to love me. I rank fack 
© a horrout of my ſelf, when''I'confider 
how inconſtant, and how frail I am; 
and yet, I cannot perceive that God has 
0 any horrour of me. Noe the contrary, 
5 the. more I humbly own my Wicked- 
the more obkging und endearing 


4 ö e 
* 1 3 1 Fo = T: 4 SV. 1 
. 1 ; 


het * * 1 * . $ 2 * on g 6 . 
r tart > 5 \ EY $A EF LEI SH ES OP Fe 1 
£ 8 N : > £ Ke. war +5 SE : 
5 4 . * 8 : ou N * 8 - * 1 [ 
1 * 2 / 
LY F » 
3 2 s L 


—__ 4 Wants 


** 


. 2 1 * , ? . 


Ha. 443 
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whos: en an 


and guards our haſt a Raf. eb. 3. 


by 25 Bernard does not fear Gases 
chat ven he — 17 the -BUſſed 


aver been agreeable te 


—.— her 
God; Van 15 Beſides, it ae 


445 Bot only necefaryts rer orn.. a. 
* ſerve dür Chaney bur is L n . 


the beſk and moſt effect! * 2⁴ hom. 
i l har cn be, to pro- 
cure ir. | Chan: is the Puniſh n 
© Pride, 9 2 ſtity tlie Privi 
bee e 
et ick . s Chaſtity ; ali ho 
% his Dies urſes be 3 1 5 
and pretend to praffice 3 
cauſe God gives Grace only * the 
umble, and reſiſts the Fr 1 Per J. 


5, and where the re is ng. Grace, there 
but all Concupiſence. 
e common ſaying 4 


"58-60 'Chaſtit 
„Hene⸗ Ne 
* our Novelleſts, that Chaſtity 1990 

* fible ; and tis no wonder chat t | nk 


| *think fo; forit is ſo, to the Proud, and 
5 5 can ne er be truly 


©Chaſte; they .. 
„They a are gien 'u 7 4 to" 9 605 
12015 thro ti beLyft 4 vp1Heares Rom. 
* 1 1. $7 ald oy bur . F, that if: the Soul © 


"Hunible. 


due fubmiffion to God, the Bo- 


es ound, 1 eee | 


7d 
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8 . as untractable and diſobedient to ſuch 
a Souk — 4 — St. Gregory, by 
. Br de they prefer —— before. Men; 0 
on LONG" they hem become like Beaſts, b 
WH A.Man might eaſil 128 
yl wy 78 
\ * Roa, 6h.3. tg all offer W — 63 
| * Hoh ſerveſtlumility, as nece h 
VP ex Dee preſerving off 
A . zem all., But, hat has been already * 
faid, ſuffices to Convince: us, that the * « 
"4h * — compendious Merhod of aſpiring I} *: 
*ro 1 0 is to make, it our chief 
neten in be tr Hum 16. x 61 
© Ie fi "Tis enough to add, that = © 
P. Cra „5 all our Vertues and good 
7. 1. Lund. Actions, without Humili- B © 
3. 4% th, * ry,will never ſave us; and! 
BY e _ _...* thar all our Sins and Im- 
3 per fe ctions, with true Hu- f 
«ey i never damn us; for as ſoon 

as ever we are truly Humble,” all our 
'* Vices leave us, and immediately all 

*© Vertues take poſſeſſion of our Heart. 

be y Soul! why are we then diſcoura- 

7 Bed? Why do we deſpair ? Why are 

* e now and.then ſo melancholly, when 

= We think of all our ee and 

„ Faulre? If therefore we haye Reaſon to 
155 i "Deſpair, have we not therefore Reaſon 
of to be Humble? Let us be fo then, and 
we 2 ls no AO #4 Reaſon to 


| 4 ; ee" | 14 182 T. i 


cauſe you c 


0 Wb, 3 


' in preſence of our God; we ſhall ſoon 
obtain all that we have not; we ſhall: 
© be able to do all that we cannot; and 


ve ſhall ieceive all that we deſerve not. 


Vou cannot. faſt: At leaſt you can 


humble your ſelf. Vou cannot weep 


. Humble your ſelf, be- 
annot. Vou have not Time 
enough, nor Health enough, to ſay. 
much Prayers. However, you may be. 


for your Si 


as humble every jot, as if you had Doi . 
© what you can, you always Pray with 


much Diſtraction- Be content, and 


humble. Vou ae now and then fur- 
' priz'd, and fall into ſome Sin. Have 


(patience: Take more Care another 
Time: and be more Humble ever after. 


An bumble Heart God neuen willdeſpiſe, 


Pſal, 3e. And is not this enough, to 


ſhew us the Neceſſity and great 4 we 
of . How comfortable is the 
Thought o | | 
_ Health, or other Cireumſtances, wilb not 
ſuffer to make uſe of Corporal Auſteri- 
ties, in Satisfaction for their Sins! What 
Comfort is it to them, to reflect that ſtill 


it, to them whoſe want of 


whey have 4 Refuge left them in che 


Sanctuary of this Vertue is the un) 
One they have, i _we believe an Ancient 
ä 


4 


er of the Church. 
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„. 1. An Humble Heart: 14281 


Deſpair.: Let us bur humble our ſelves 
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St Jahn. 2 Body weak and: * 


CHma Re- . — ead the Foot 


_ capitul, geg In all = ou 1. => 
35% 941512 2 follow: where "the Spirit and 


11 LIT 1 Impulſe of that Vertue lead 


n "Tio rheaxlpl#/6y he har to ſawe his Soul, 


5 1 >. EET. 1 


ce Frs, Degree. ef Humility.” 


HE firſt Degree, i is to 


* * 5 „have mean Qpipion 


ek our ſelves, to hut our 


'ſevescontemptible, and j age, that we 


deſerve to be deſpis'd by all the World, 


The Knowledge of our ſelves, ou 
© Weakneſs, and our Miſery, is no 3 
„ mility ; but only is the neceſſary 


| * -Means'to come to chis Degree of it. 


Ao A Perſon: 1 


„ 1{ alyvays has before his E ves 


„ 14. 24 2 his em Defects and Imper- 
1 hy others, he conſiders chiefly 
the Perſections and Vertues which he 


© 'finds 5. and thus he always is perſua - 


i ded that his Neighbours are n bet- 
ters ahd more perſeſt than himſelf. He 
ddoves them withs reſpect and tender 


neſs Helis not angry at his being va - 
very jefs than they, but glad te ſee 


them A. preferr id hef * 


wo | L 1 His 
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2. A Humble Heart. 127 


His Sins, which ever are 
0 4 him, make him ſen- 1. » ih 30 
ſible, that he deſerves'the  - 

© worſt of Puniſhments: And bree | 
. whiarfoever happens to him, he eſteems 


it inſinitely leſs than his Thiquiry de- 
Y — He never thinks himlelf af. 


' fronted. Whatſoever wrong is done 


kim, he receives it as a Favour, in com- 


* pariſon of whar he has juſt Reaſon ro 
expect. He ſuffers all, in 1 upon 
«his Account.: And far om breaking 

out into Complaints, he only calls ro 


Mind that humble Saying of che Pro- 
6 „Phet Mic eh, 7. 9. I will bear the Indigna- 


tin of my God rer Thave 5 4 A8 
"him. 


16 The hardeſt Meafure we 1 
6 can ſuffer in this Life; the Ker 42 7. 
Sreateſt and the moſt ſe- 


© vere Humiliations we ean think off we | 
y Ray ma pmer ets leſs then what is due co 


ny ſingle Crime, which we commit. 

0 againſt the Majeſty of God.” Can we 
imagine, all the World is able to diſh 

*nour:him tte much, who has os 


© God himſelf ? And ist net juſt; that 
having ſlighted and neglected bisCrea- 
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_ * Monſter of Deformity; condemn'd to 


* everlaſting.Flames: Remember this ; 
all .the.World ; becauſe you will be 
then convinc'd, that howſoever you 
„are humbled and oppreſs'd, a Man 
who bas but once ofteaded God, de- 


ſerves to ſuffer more 
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than this Uncertainty. But yet, there's 
nothing in the World of greater uſe for 


— 


23 „ * 
a 


de will ſhcink below the Feet of 
Wal 


„ Mid. accuſe me not, Though 1 
5 £ | a of 
Luo nothing of my ſelf ſays 


'* hereby juſtified ; but he that judges me, is 


Eos. MW 


WWW 


OWE, PT OA wr om IM >". oy. 


r 


3 


12 0 i 
8 Fe ” : * 2. 5 a. © S £3 8. 
; 26 Ha 


or Deſpifng even thole *Who'feem'the - 
greateſt Sinners; than to think, that we 


were once well grounded in the Eirſt 
_ *-Degree, the Way would then be fhlorr 


© ones we truly thought our ſelves: Con- 


5 new Joy and Conſol 


— 
* 


© the acquiring and preſerving of Hu- 


millty. There's nothing can refrain 
© us more from Cenſuriug out Neighbours, 


— * 


© ourſelves are far from having any eer- 
Land chat this very Moment we way: be, 
„for ought we know in squel Dünger 


< : 


* of the everlaſting Flames of Hel? 
Nennen 1 


EKHN nne £ „ 
Sid hit S HF.. n HI. Aide 

n 12 ; ”_ «Fo 

2k £1 3 454 Second Degree of Humility. 


3 
lr 


T' HESecond Degree, is: 
Þ-:+ whe we love to be Rod 
neglected, and dere to be 


* 


5 TE 122 r ” A — ade 4 3 3 . * 
q 8 n 4 E um e FS 7 8 = 
S ky Dn TOES 1 : e & 20h ©. 4 12 V : 
e 2 a £8 pp n 4.4 3 2 3% 2 4 * ** 2 7 r 15 
C þ Jo 5 — N — » M$" DO 77 ls +4 3 „ — 
5 job 1 4 Pct; L 6 N KEE.) b — 8 4 ,4 Y * 
PR 1 * 3 een <5; TS 8 <2 2 8 6534.40 a fm P * 
4%. M2 7 P 5,5 5 * 7 7 — 3 IF - 
* 2 2 2 2 2 78 8 = 1: 2 7 — 
1 12 8 


STS 


RN FH + ee 
1 
ra 4 


- er hed nit 


and eaſie to the Second. If we had but 
once a mean Opinion of our ſelves; ir 


* 3 
_. 

- 2 
1 | 
1 
1 

* 
1 > 
+Y : 7 
OS 

—» 


SP; 


5.8 
1 

* 
1 

bed 8 


tempti ble; If once our Juug ment were 
convinced, that we deſerve to be de- 
not then be difficult to ſufer their Con- 
tempt: He then ſhould even i for r 
* ſuch Occaſions of improving our Hu- 
„ mility: They would be always ver; Wi 
velcome to us, and afford us everyday, WA 

ation. Ju nean, WY 
Vi F 5: | © 88 


- 


J © fays $ ge, ture, A je wi we, 3 
ne fte ur 2 . app a, and our 
e 7700 Reh if it be true, as 
7 2 ee, #00 52 teaches us, why are 
. 0 4 5 we ſeg aur Neighbours un- 
„ 4 ale u., Tis. 2. becauſe we 
. not, in, our ut ment,  throughly con- 
ads that *g deſer de to be deſpiad; for 


15 A, a horn ſh 9275 7855 gd. + ler aur 


51 28 itions , 
Rod. < 14. n way to this Deg ee, 


GK, Te. um as muc as 


may * al Gags l. Praiſe! 2. To 


ſuffer gatiedtiy the Humours and In- 

© ſulrs-of others. 3. To take no Picalure 
in Yup being celobrated and admir d. 
i c o4 234k: The avoiding all occa- 
111 4. tea; ſions; of Praiſe, is recom- 
10 6:1 mended to us by the great 
Ti Example of dur Saviour, and the uni- 

verſal Practice of the Saints. Our Sa- 
viour fle from thoſe Whoxlioughr to 
*chuſe him King. He ſhew'd his Glo- 


5 1 ry on Mount Wabor, to ho mOfe than 


three of his Diſciples, and immedi- 

: {Arghy.charg d them not to ſay a Word 

75 on tc. Whenſoever his great — 0 
„ appear'd: in doing Miraales, his grea 


1 „ Hurniey eppes d no bs in bis com. 


mandiag bun 100 51 2 1 f 42 


8 ec : | Baabe | 


2 


* 


Je | Humilry hi 1 
\ „She orbears e . p. 3 c. 5. 


* her 
5 4 # 9 2 


well 0 1 


{chore hear er ſa 9 That: . Kr Gele, 


| l to ſay it of ate At leaſt he 


155 lee. C 


CPP 


5 3. Au le ie: 277 


appear in her ownLikeneſs, S. y. Sher 


© which diſcover. her, 
- deſires,. not only to conceal all "other 


© Vertues, but —— to conceal 


b 4: 1 EIA LY 18 2 . 
Tis . 1 
ede 19 ſelf, — E Cet | 

if wel, tis to T. 1. Mar. 
* appear evg, if 30, tis 3. 4 1 4 
appear humble vent. 


e humble Man had ra- 


2 erab la, 7. 3. g. 


for 7 ing, 


= 8 
es bu ww 3 IST 3 . 4 
YE SIS" le EI WY STONY n 7 * . 
E ²˙ ˙—ñ ... ...7—⁵òiʃNi:!;!fẽ ]˙ LA §Ü⁰ nA 
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F and embrac'd as uſeful means of pur- 
: Chafing, preſerving, and encreaſing our 


Humil ty. The Opportunities of pra- 
« - Qiling this Vertue, are ſo frequent 
* every Day, that if we did bur carefully 

* forecaſt to profit by them, we might 
almoſt make it our cootinual Exerciſe. 
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- SA. true Diſciple of Chriſt, 195.2 
© is. dead to all things in e, t, 
„World ; he hates it, and ial >. 26. * 

uteſts it ; Me deſires not to be valiied 


Land eſteem'd in't; but embraces all 
© Humiliations with tlie ſelf-ſame Paf- 


ſion, which worldly Perſons have for 
Honour and Eſteem ; and is as glad to 
© meet. with All occaſions of appearing 
g Inconſiderable and Contemptible, as 

they cure eucnjoy dao meet withOppor- 


tunities of ſeeming Great. 95 > he 
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* certain Mark, we haye not yeracquir'd 
„ in perfection. & Maſter of an Art, 
© as Ariſtotle ſays, has ſuch a Habit of it, 
har he uſes no deliberation, but per. 
forms the Operations of it with ſuch 
eaſeʒ che ſcarce knows what he's doing, 


hen he does his Work. And Philoſo- 


©phers tell: us;* that in ſurpriſing Acci- 
_ © denrs;weautnorby-Refle&ion, but by. 
| ka Habit. For which Reaſon; tis in vain 
to examine what our Inclinations are 
” * (and whether we are truly humble, or 
no,) by what we do with preparation 
and leiſure: We muſt carefully Ex- 
amine what we ſuddenly are apt to do, 
* without delibe ration 
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ch. 15 ing our Endeavours to im- 


= prove, we frequently are im- 


rtun'd, and ſometimes overcome by 
Pride and Vanity if vr arg yet ſo br 
From taking pleaſure in the piactice of 
. Humility, that we are hardly able to 
= in ſilence the Uneaſineſs e ſuf- 
Fer in it; Let not this Diſcourage us; but 
on the contrary, the more we ſee our 
Weakneſs, let us humble us the more ; 
and: let us learn. from thence, to uſe 
ur utmoſt diligence, in lay 
firm en of Chriftian 
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to imitate his Vertue; and can we fan- 


cy, he invites us roa thing impoſſible ? 


Learn of me, ſays he, becauſe 1 am humble. 
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of common Charity that we te 
ther ſeek their Kindneſs eem, 


than their, Averſion and Contempt ? 
207 St. Gregory 0 'Tis 
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| Ach | this while, we plead, cis only Che- 


2 qualify us for the better Service 
of our Neighbours. We. 1 there - 
© fare-need of no ſmall circumſpetion to 


© diſeern the Cheat. The Way to know 


* it; lays dg. Gregory, ĩs to examine all O- 
5 8 v here oui Reputation is a thing 
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Dit races and Humiliations (incurred 


© without our Fault) may prove more 
pci to N Uf hen I 


ed 10 03 xox 


Hboy ory — Ones 8 * kim leit, 


See Ralle, 3 Charity inclin d him 
65 we to deſcend fromHeaven;and 

e ee ſacrifice'his Life for Sin- 
ners; knew ti tnat many unbelievingSouls 


. Bre loſt 8 and deſpi- 


8 He knew. that many Millions 


| : fog! em would have been converted, if 


they had admit'® and honour'd him as 


he deferv'd'and:;yer; He never ſought 


for werlaly Honour, as a means to {ave 


then; but altho their Souls were oe 


Wy Him,” his Honour, Was not. As He 
N 


2 br ene e if Four ReEpurarion 


ö ma be uſeful. to our' Neighbour ; dur 


= When ( Gs 
Won my mn N am dee | 


e ESL 210 le datt enn. 
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en, not £0 do his awn Will, 

f him $1. ent bi NN ; 

So he came to ſeek the Honour of his 9 

Fat her, not his owin, Joh. 8. 49. 50. 1 Ho-. 
nour my. Father, ſays he: I ſeek not my on Wn 
Glory. Tis enough, chat whilſt I only % 
ſeek his Hogouryhe takes care of mine 1 


1 6 


and that altho! I never ſeek my own, 
yet chere is one that always ſcets and 
Judges it, v. o. and always will be ſure 
to dome Juſtice, Let us follow the Ex- 
ample of our Saviour, let us make it 
Ithe chief Buſineſs of our Liſe, to dothe 
* Hill ef him that ſent us, not our own, Let 
us honour, our Father in Heaven. Let 
* care, and never let us mind our omn, but 
rxeſt content, that he himſelf takes care 
of it. Let na appearance of our Neigh- 
bour's Frefit, cheat us into an Ambition 
of being popular; but let us faithfully, 
in all things, do our Duty, for the Love 
and Honour of our. God; and a8 
Mens Opinion of us, let us leave it to 
his Providence. His Honour here be- 
low, is left (as I may ſay) to our Diſ- 
eretion: He cominits it to ur Care: 
He forges not our Liberty but only offers 
the ange of kis Grate, and Jets uxHe- 
near him, and ſerve himas we pleaſe: Shall 
God thus truſt his Honour in ſo bad a 
Hand as ours? And ſhall not we be fa- 
ee x „ ® 


a Fa 


DE N „ 
3 0 : * . 
Y " N - we 
ECD RAE; 2 Rag,” 45 Sans ib Di: et ed Loa a 
1 — 1 * Feng 7 # AY 2 5 SIN r "= af 5 A G - . ry 
IE de SI EN EE eee RT n 
* = - 


nc Wwr_w wow oy ” Co: WT _— Ho on” ww * 
* OY "3 
F ; - > "= * y " _ 11 
4 + dew HELL AF es.” a. $55 . I 0 To 2 
5 1 8 ö * AF e . Ion 
C ET poets nl ZE I ct 65 : N 
res l l 
3 . 


* 


a A Mane F 6 4. 
died "to truſt bur len Mar we od 
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2 Third Degree of H l., 
«P f IT "Third and Hft vu 


r Jalnts, h apes 2615 71 
_ oft” humble in the Sight of Goc 
when they are moſt eſteemed and ce. 
= _ © Jebrated by che World. 


When a Perſon full of Favlts: md 


mfelf; eſteems himfelf no better 
n he is; and is content to be repu- 
ted ſuch às lie eſteems himſelf; we 
may comment him, ſays St. Bernard ; 
but have little Reaſbn to admire Him. 
© Who adtivires to ſes a pe or Man Have a 
| Ha a Opinion of his Riches? Think 
* nd > richer than he is; and reſt 
2 Bb others think ſo too: But 
ich Min rank himſelf! amongſt 
4 Poor, and treat them with reſpect, 
if he were the leaſt Conſiderable of 
them all; this very Ra * our 
Cd mir rien, 1 wy 
"By this Deſcription the thire 
res, we On 14 the Fa 
- xy of Saints, and the Humility of Sin- 
ners, is the ſ ame in Subſtance, * 


0 ; 7 
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5341217 


JS has a mean Opinion of 


„Degree, is the Hu- ande 
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hho fate and at a th. ok bet © 


. 
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in our preſent Caſe. Humi 
of the Judgment or the Heart. The 


higher, and che difficulty 


| of Judgment and o 


2 tible, the more we judg that 
ſerve to be deſpis d by all the 


9.5. « An H. —_— ws 
1 per ttiin,* "Tis true; 7e.won- 
der not, to ſee a Man ſtand ſted, v upon 
even Ground But when we ſes the ſame 
Man ſtand as firm upon, a lofty Pinna- 
cle, we gaze, and wo der at Him. Yi 
this while, the Man' Sethe lame; 00 
admire him mote, becauſe the. Place is 
higher, and the Difficulty Aae 80 tis 
iry is either 


third Degree is comprehended in the 
firſt, and ſecond ; but however, we 24 
mire much more an humble 17 ; 
cauſe- his eminent degree * ant wy 15 
his being 
Hunible, therefore ſeems much 1 
1 fay ſeems, greater, becauſe I am not 
ape to think it ſo, upon ſecond thoughts. 
y Reaſon, in ſhort, is this; Humility 
'f Heart, are chiefly. 
ounded in the Knowledge of pl 
ves, and Love of God, . of 
duces usto have a mean Option, 5 * 5 
ſelves ; the more we know. our ſelves, 
the more we think our ſelves 3 


orld. 
The ſecond. makes us glad to be neg» 
lectedl, and deſite to be contemned and 


as the Love of God. encreaſes in our 


— the more we 25 _ ſcorn the 


— 


2 2 95 


18 


264 4 15 7 of this World; che 
follow the Example of- 


"more we love 


an humble God, the more we heartily 


\ 


2 


Miſery of their deplorable 


deſire to be 7. 5 e to none but him, 


| 5 being every Day more ſenſible of this 


ruth ; he only is approved whom 
2 Ten; 2 1375 10 18. 

' Let us only lay theſe Notions right 
together. I. The Knowledge of our 
ſelves and Love. of God, is, that which 
makes Men Saints. No Perſon ever was 
a Saint without them; no Man ever 


was a Sinner with them: And the more 


this Knowledge and this Love encreaſe, 
the greater 15 the Sanctity. " BE: 


Knowledge and this Love, is that which 


makes Men humble; Knowledge helps 
them to be humble in their Judgments; 


Love aſſiſts them to he humble in their * 


Hearts: The more they know and 
Love, the greater. js the Aſſiſtance of 


; God' 8. Grace, Which i IS the 724 means 
of making all things eake f Why. 
then may 7 we not conc fue? ? Wh 


oever 
is a Saint, the greater Saint he is, the 
eaſier tis for him to be humble. OY 
Sinners indeed, have much more mat 
ter for Humility to work upon. Their 
Wealrnefs, their Corruption, and the 
For nditiog, 

are incomparabiy worſe. , Bur, Which 
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is worſt of 14 euch are 5 10 miſcrabl 
blind, as not to know their _—_— 7 
Beggar, in his Drink, imagines he's a 
Prince, and is as proud as if he were. 
Tis true, he's miſerably poor, but ſince 
he knows it not, what ſignifies. it? He's 
as proud as if he were the richeſt Man 
alive... Tis ſo with Siuners... They are 
drunk with Self-Love, Fade. and V 

They little know, and much _ 
5 75 how Poor, how Miſerable, how 
Contemptible they are. And we may 
very well apply to them thoſe Words o 
the Apocalypſe, Chap. 3. 17, 18. * 5 
thou ſayeſt, I am rich, aud need 5 | 
thing; and lknoweft not, that 5 0 


| wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked : Therefore 1 counſel. thee, to 


—_— thy 4 por that thou my fee, This 
* c — general Reaſon, w y Humility is 
& The eng, in 8 Sinners than in 


E have more to hum- 
* t 2 3 bur tho more hey have; the 


The cond and the leſs. they know 
cond, have leſs to humble 
i the D * leſs s they: have; the more 
th ir Eyesare open-by God's Grace, and 2 

e more clearly thay: diſcover what's 
_ enough to make them fear anil tremble 
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Thus 8 E 0 T. VI. 
u ae, 8 the gien 8 See, are 
he moſt humble. . * 


I cauſeall 2 (I ſpeak of ſuch as are 
now living; are compriz'd in theſe two 
Claſſes: T ebe either ſuch as have 


* Sinners retofore, or N may 
ſo hereafter.. 


The firſt Reaſon is ſo univerſal, that 
It comprehends them both; but more 
] : icularly, thoſe who bave preſery'd 


F 5.26. tiſmal Grace, "Tis gathered 
Trom that Oracle of Serip- 


aud trembling; for it is God who works in 
o % 50. will und to do, according to hy plea- 
are, Phil. 2. 12.13. See the unfearcha- 


af bleAbyſi 0 ara ng £24 dgments! 


„here tis dangerous roo long, 
—— = Wie itcaſt us 
into àn exceſy'' 1 * af, RES 
chat none = who per- 
2 ne tothe en 95 hg: that rhe 
— whe Hs wer be aſſured 


T Shall EY addtwo Reaſons more, bo 


the Innocence of their Bap- 


re" mird out your Salvation with 71 


| "Hare ie? Job r. 23. Who can, 01 f 
© | b far the Proper d oh del 5 


50 of him W n, or — ws 


hut 'of God tha: ſhews merey; and again, 


* Eph. 2.859. H Grace you are ſaved; and 


that 10. your Selves; 5 1 is the 'Gift 
"of God; not of Works,” leſt any Man ſbonla 
beef Klas! how is it poſſible for any 
q Faint to be aſſured of his condition for 


the future, ſince he is not certain eyen 
© of his prefent State? Who can ſound 
| ' the bottom of our Hearts? Or rather, 
* who'cin found the Heart of God "and 
rell u what he thinks of our condition? 
* Who is:he, that can aſſure 


we os 
good enough to be rewarde 7 Eim 
ide be to that Life; hom innocent ſoe der 


* fays St. Auſtin, which he Judges 5 6 
4 d, fl 19. 12. Who's he, fays\Da- 


wid, that can undertand his "Failing#? 
© Cleanſe: me from my ſecret funler, O Lo, 


fal. 143. 2. and enter not into judgment © 
* with thy Ser want; for int "76 feebe Pratt mo 


e, lruing be juſtified ; f once Thom - 
geſt Himaccordin to the otmbſt ri. 
. thy Juſtice.” there that 


by Joes not — when he hears 55 5 
ſt and Holy Man, whom God him- 


IF was plea d to praiſe, confeſs,'th t hat 


«Mis Life Time, God was ſuch a IF 


© ror to him, he was hardly K ch 
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1 64. 6. Ee — ＋ ; 70 all our 
rs becous works, li hy Rags? Or hear 
# S. Hierom, in theLife of S. Hilarion, tell 
Jus, how that bleſſed Saint was terrifi- 
ved at the ap ee Death; and to 


encourage his d eparting Soul, ſaid to 


2 himſelf, G forth my Soul ; what art thou * 
© now afraid ? Thou haft ſerved thy God 
i theſe threeſcare and ten years ; and doff 
5 © thou. tremble now to ear before him 
Let us therefore fear and tremble in 
. way to. Heaven. Never let us fancy, 
we are ſo advanc'd in Verrue, that We 
need not fear. The greateſt Saints were 
never fo Preſumptuous, as to baniſh from 
their thoughts the Fear of God, Phil. 2.12. 
17 work d out their Salvation wit h Fear 
aud TembIng They were always full of 
Fear; and this Fear always Humbled them. 
They were not Blinded as we are,; with 
Ine and Humour ; but, as they i improv d 
Tm every day diſcover'd.more 
re their 7 7 Imperfe tions. 

Fa Pro perty of Grace is to enlighten 
the u eng, as well as to enflame 
the Heart. It makes us um our Miſe- 
ry, and Love our God, who only can de- 
2 us. Theſe two Effects of ſence 
were lively r preſented: on the Day of 
en 2 that Kan 5 0 11 — 
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$6. An Humble Heart. 149 © 
Fire gives Light and Heat; and as the 
Fire encreaſes, it affords more Heat and 
greater Light. So, Grace Enlightens and 
Enflames the Minds and Hearts of Saints, 
with Knowledge of themſelves, and Love 
of God; and as their Grace improves, 
this Heat and Light encreaſes: They 
diſcern more clearly the innumerable 
_ dangers that ſurround them; and be- 
ome more Humble under the Almighty 
Hand of God, 1 Pet. 5. 6. Frog Fre 
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S. Paul. compares the different States 
of Sin and Grace, to Light and Darkneſs, 
Night and Day, Rom. 13.12,13. The Night, 
fays he, is ſpent ; the Day is at Hand. Let 
ts caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and put on 
the Armour of Light. Let us walk honeſtly, 
as in the Day. A Traveller benighted, 
walks he knows not where. He hardly 
fees his Haud; much leſs his Feer, He 
ſees perhaps, ſcme Stars ſhine through _ 

the Clouds, whoſe ſparkling Light ſerves 
only to amuſe him, and miſlead him to 
-Precipice. But,w hen theRifing Sun ap- 
5 P the Stars immediately vaniſh out 
of light; our Traveller no longer gazes | 
there, but has a much more uſeful Pro- 
ſpect of the Earth below him; where he 
Plainly fees the Ground he goes upon, 

| the Rilings, the Deſcents, the equali- 

ties, and Wr of it. Sinners, like 


J ² A d ont. ef. % dm ⁵ —ͤ0qgq . IH | 
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benighted Travellers march blindly on; 


mind little what they Do ; and much 
less where they Go. However, now and 
then they practiſe ſome good Actions, ei- 
ther dut of cuſtom, or good nature; and 
amuſe themſelves with ſome few ſem- 
blances of Vertue, whoſe dim luſtre 
ſeems perhaps, more ſparkling in the 
Darkneſs of that Night, which hides them 
even from themſelves. But, tis not ſo 


A 


with Saints. Their Neght is ſhone; their 


Day appears. The Sun of Juſtice Riſer it 
re, Hearts, 2 Pet. 1.19. Their Yertues, 
Uke the Start, (which only ſhine in 
Dar kueſi,) diſappear immediately. The 
Clay which rhey are made of, the Cor, 
ru tion of their Nature, the Enormity 


the Weakneſs of their Reaſon : Theſ: 
are Motives of Humility, which Nom 
they clearly ſee, and daily have before 


their Eyes. Beſides all this, they plainly 

- _ fre an infinite variety of Artiſices and 
 Diſgaiſes of Self-Love, which eaſily aſ- 

_ Furnes all ſhapes, and .counterfeits all 


Vertues, even Charity it ſelf. And there- 


Foxe they ſuſpect the beſt of all their A- 
ions, trembling at the very thought of 

them, for feat they may be ſecretly cor- 
rupted by Self-love. But, above all, the 


importunity of Pride, which never ceaſes 
Ei ; £5 W * 4 & Du f to 
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Sin che Power of their Paſſions, and 


wa 
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to attack them; but continually endea- 
vours to ſurprize them, (not withſtand - 
ing all theſe Motives af Humility,) is, 
that which ſeems the moſt extravagant of | 
2 N F, and e them the 


ebend the Miſer - of Man ! 1 And, 
* can be more miſerable, if the Sight 
of ſo much miſery ſuffices not to humble 
him! The gteateſt Saint, who is not 
conſcious to himſelf of any forfeiture of 
his firſt Innocence, has no Aſſurance of 
his being juſtified. He m be in 15 
ö the Sate of Grace; but 

* whether ſo, or not, He D. * h. 27. 
e cannot tell. And, Which 4 
is worſe, altho he knew! it, He has no 
Aſſurance of Perſevering one ſingle mo- 
ment. He who ſtands; may fall ; and 
He whois a Saint, may prove a Sinner. 
0 Nothing but God's Grace is able to- 
6 ſupp him, to the end; and the con- 


c xinuance of this Grace, requires ſo 
faithful and ſo punctual a Co- operati- 


„ very ſmall Omiſſion 
* ofcentimes ſuffices rodeprive him of it. 


0 His Perſeverance i is, as it were, a Chain 


*.of Graces, link d together, and continu- 
* ed to the utmoſt periad of hisLife; and 
* this is more than he can Merit. All 


1 that he can do, is to he always wig laue 


1100 _ 8 4. and 


DL 


AA © andfaithful in the Uſe of 
S. Tho. 1. 2. every ſingle Grace God 
4: 114. 9. offers him: One Grace, 
en en 1 3 
well us d, draws on ano- 


ther z this a third and that a fourth : | 
But, if he tri p the leaſt in his Fidelity, 


the Chain immediately breaks. And 


_ ©this is that great Diligence, which the 


©. Apoſtle recommends ſo earneſtly to all 
good Chriſtians; Uſe Diligence, ſays he, 
*2 Pet. 1. 10. Fur , you; dv; you ſhall never 


* treamly comfortable; Fe d: But, if 


we do not, W hat becomes of us? If all our 


Life, we ufe ſuch Diligence, the Apoſtle 


tells us, we ſhall never ſail: But, F we do 
Duct; what remains, burthar the greateſt 
Saint amongſt us will be fure to- fall? 
__ © Confiderthis, and tremble, whoſoe're 

+ youare!: Affure your ſelf, the:more you 


+ are a Saint, the more you'll eremble;,and 


the more you'll ſee,how terrible a Truth 
this is; which is one Reaſon why the 
 fogreareſt Saints (who ars the moſt con- 
© vinc'dof it) are always the moſt Humble. 
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Serond” Reaſon why the \greateft Saints are 


tte moft- hamble. 
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Have ſaid enough of Saints, who have 
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obtaining Pardon. 


into the Port f Bliſe; and him who after 
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bruis d to pieces. If a Man, who fails in 


Storms which may ariſe; but always 
Aoubts of his arrival at the Port; we may 


cond Reaſon only has regard to Saints 
who by their Crimes, have loſt it hereto- 
fore ; and now. are truly Penitent. If 
They who Know themſelves the beſt, are 
therefore the moſt Humble, becauſe they 
Doubt the moſt, of their Perſeverance. 
Surely, thoſe who Know moſt clearly the 
Enormity of Sin, which they are guilty of, 
have much more Reaſon to be Humble, 
ecauſe they Doubf much more of thelc, 


* 


x - 


There d a great Difference, | 
ſays St. Jerome, betwixt a  Epiſt. ad 

Man whoſe Veſſel is entire,  Salv. ' 
and richly laden, when he ſails. \ 


Shipwrack, aſter Swiming for his Lifegxides 
naked. on a Plank; and after being u ſbed 
a hundred times againſt the Rocks, at length 
5s caſt upon the Sands, half dead, and almoſt 


a ſound. Veſſel, never is ſecure from 


be ſure, his Caſe is much more denbtful, 
and more terrible, who: has already ſuf＋ꝰ—, 
fered Shipwrack; and; has nothing left ⁵ 
him, but a ſingle Plank to bear him up. 
Tis true; it happens n 1 
(and tis a comfortable Obſervation of a 
e is famous in 
Ä 


. Ne : 


1 54 * Humble "I . 


and Sea obey, Matth. 8. 27. 
is pleaſed to make them for a time, ſo 
* and quiet, that a Man who ſwims 
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upon his Plank with induſtr and 


© courage, meets at length by Provi- 


% © dence, another Veſſel, better than his 


own; and ſails with much more com- 
fort, much more joy, into tlie Haven, 
than he would have done, if he had ne- 
ver ſuffered: Shipwrack in Storm. St. 

hy Jahn Climacus, in his x 5th Degree, in- 
* quires, M hich of the two is greater in the 

: « Sight of God; he who died by Sin, and roſe 


* again'to Life ly Grace Or, be who never 


=; < died the ſpiritual Death of Sin And an- 


-— wi wers. thatiwhoover thinks the Imocent 
more happy of the two, it much miſtaken. 


The Reaſon is, becaufe all SanGiry is 
founded in Humi/it ond, Charity. Who- . 


0 "ones Lund God-be and is moſt Hums 


s ble, is the greateſt Saint. It happens 


J ofcentimes, that He to whom a litile is 
5 © forgiven, Joves but little, Luke 7. 47. and 
it happens now and then, that he /vves 


3he -beſt, who is maſt mereifully pardon d, 
bund ſorgiven mel, v. 43. We read in 
Seripture ſeverel Eramples of this na 


e Fe 1 ſoon' * ws Ut 


our. preſent Age:) 14 
the Jean. happens now and then, 
- - ans 7: that he, 20 whom the Winds 
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* ſufficient. Penance for his Incredulity, 
{immediately had his Speech reſtor d 
him; and not only that, but he was 
© alſo. honour'd* with the Gift of Pro- 
„phecying; which we do not read he 
bad before. The Prodigal receiv'd much 


greater Favours and Careſſes from his 
© Father, than he ever had NT - OY 
. 


„before he left him: Lazarus himſel 


ho was the F/gure of great Sitiners,) 


never had the Honour tobe enterrain'd . 


at Table, with the Son of God, before 


3 


© he was, by Miracle, rais'd from the 


Grave. St. Peter had not Confidence, 


© before he ſinn d, to ask our Saviour, 
Who he was that would betray him? 
* But; when he had waſh' d away his Sins 
with Tears. he wis permitted to be 
more familiar with his Maſter; and 


vas made the Sovereign Paſtor of his 
Church. From hence tis eaſis to 


* conclude,that Sinners may ſometimes by 
* Penance, grow more Perfe# than thoſe . 
Saints, who having kept their Inno- 
© cence; love God leſs fervently,andferve : 


him with more Coldnefs and Indiffe- - | 
 * rence; Behold, ſays St. Ambroſe, the gart 
Tauer of our Goa"! How liberal and ge- 


© nerous he is, to whom he pleaſes to be mti 


ful! He's not contented to reſtore what they 3 | 4 
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_ * ſuch Graces, and ſuch. Favours, as they ne- || ©v 
ver durit have hop d for. Thus as the A- 
7 P oſtle ſay S, Rom. 5. 20. Where Sin abound - 8 
ed, Grace abounds much more; becauſe the © *©1 
more Sin humbles them, the more they £41 
are exalted... When a Penitent, whon | © 
Sin had blinded; once begins to ſee, 2 
Aand to diſcover clearly the Enormity of | 
his Offences, he has much more reaſon t 
; £0 be humble all his Life, than if he 
had been always innocent. He looks 
* upon himſelf. no better than a Crimi- 0 
* nal repriev'd, who. is upon his good 
* Behaviour of his Pardon; and per- 
* ſuades himſelf, that he can never give 
8 59 Proof of his Fidelity, and the 
« Sincerity of his Repentance. All his 
+ Exerciſes. of continual Penance never 
f make hin vain; but only ſerve-to 
© humble him the more; becauſe. he 
looks upon them, only as the Remedies 
of his Diſeaſes; and ſuch Remedies as 
© he muſt uſe till. Death; which is the 
{only End he hopes, to ſee of hig Di- 
__ {Hempers... The Employment of his 
Bs Thou ghts, is che Conſideration of his 
_ © grievous. Sins,” which he per lly 
_* Jaments; where. e er he goes, he never 
leaves the doleful Memory behind him, 
Mich. . 15. His Humiliation d #lwaysin |, 


ho 


6 Ps he 
11 


* 
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137. Alas, poor Wreteh! he fo 


e An Humble 1 
vho hates the Proud, Gives Grace to the 
Humble, 1 Pet. 5. 5. Ist not lawful to 
© infer; that Sinners may ſometi mer ar- 
rive to a more eminent degree of San- 
cctity, than many of thoſe Saints, who - 
never fel quite down, but yet at 
*/owly in the Way to Heaven? 
This happens, nom and then, tis true; 
but ſuch Examples are as rare, as they 


are great. They are Effects of more 
than ordinary Grace, which God grants 


only when and where he pleaſes; S. Peter 
never would have vept fo bitterly, if Je- 
ſus had not mercifully turn d and looł 4 


| upon him, Luke 22. 61, 62. Lazarus had 


never riſen from the Grave, if Jeſus had 
not come himſelf, and call'd him forth 
with # loud Vice, Jo. 11. 43. The'Prodi- 
got had never come back to his Father, if 

he had not firſt come to himſelf, Luke 1 4 
Swine before; and if he might baue fl. 
ted his Belly with their Husks,*v 16. he 
would have been contented. See the 


Blindneſs of a Sinner! But, as ſoon as 


ever he came to himſelf, v. 17. his Eyes 


was that which brought bim to him 
Ulle ſow the great Enormity of his Of. 
ftenses, v. 18. l have fun d, fays he. Fave 
Fend againft Heaven, v. 19. ani beforemy 


were open; and the opening of his 57 
elf. 


Father's 


EY 


3 | : L N vl 
: R ; * 
a F * ö : 
. * N — 
art. 187 a 
; | ; : of 
Þ 2 
+ 4 


. 8 5 I am 15 Ani to IIs call 4 | 
his Sen. The Idea of his Sins was now 
ſo terrible, and made ſo deep Impreſſion 


EE — 2 that it humbled him, not only 


Sin; the the more 


ory + (<p App but his Heart. It hum- 
im ſo much, that he not only 
2 himſelf unworthy, byt aefer'd 4 
2328 d accordingly; and begg d his 
Farher not to entertain him as a ben, 
but 45 one of his ined Servants, v. 19. 
When once the Grace of God en- 
ghtens us, and by a Miracle of Mercy, | 
breaks through the impenetrable Bark 
neſs which our Paſſions cloud our Rea 
ſoa with; this Light diſcoyers clearly 
tous the Enomity of Sin; and, as this 
Light engreaſes, we diſcover daily more 
* — ee t ĩs followed with 
ſacred Heat, ſoftens the obdurate 
Col of. our. Temper, by Which 
means, the tertible Idea of our Guilt 
makes every. . — 2 More 

| ſanifible Impreſſion in our | 
this: is the. Second Reaſon, - F the ; 
8 $ounk, SA are . —— 4 
uſe, t — nes Are, che 

_ They They 7 © = Enormity of 
They ſee! the Terrour of 
their Guilt, the more They doubt of 
_ obtaining Pardon; and the the more 
. AO INE 


* 
1. 


©'which. it pleas'd t 
©cres, 1 Cor. 1. 3. and the God of all our 
f © Comfo fort; to beſtow a favourable /ook up- 
on me; and the firſt Glance preſently. 
= diſperſt the Darkneſs of my Soul, the 
ver ry Dawning of that Light difcover d- 
to me the Infernal Mon er, in whoſe 
e T had ſo long liv'd uncon- 


„feiz d with fo eee Fear anc 
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* Ekvomble Pike Wet a weg 
1 lately cited, thus deſcribes his 
coming to himſelf. © Whilſt 
1 purſued,  fays he, the. Eurerien. 7 
© wandring Errors of my. 
« Henry Farunk Ini qui 2 Water, Jo 
. 16. And not only that, but was ſo 


% Kiel and ſo blind, that whatſoe're - 
I read, or heard of Sin, made no Im- 


e ; and inſtead of working my 
onverſion, only ſerv'd to render ue 8, 
©more Guilty, and more Inexcuſable 
©At length, t e hap PPY Time arciv'd, in 
e Father of all * ; 


ſaw, a was immediately 3 


©Trembling at the icht. at Lam con- = 

© fident, as long as I have Breath to W _ 

I never ſhall recover it. = 
S. Tiere of 9 deſerides 2 

ab e . lee 

| ern: 
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AY Terms : Some think Nays he, that the Dee 
vil was the Father of Sin: And others an the e 
contrary maintain, that Sin was the Father 
of: the Devil. Be it how you pleaſe, Tays he, I fee 
leave you to imagine, either what a Father ve 
it muſt be of ſuch a Son; or, what a Sonwe 85 
may expet# of ſuch a Father, This, I muſt R 
confeſs, is black enough. But all it's } 
8 

x 

1 


Blackneſs only ſerves to leave us in the 
Dark. We are not yet, one. jot the 


nigher, knowing what Sins is. And all 
that we can gather from it, is that we 
are never like to have it painted to the 
Life, unleſs an Ange! -undertake to 
draw it, and the Devil fit for the Picture. 
= The Philoſopher: was in the right of 
A 2 . "1h. - 2 
it, when being ask d the queſtion, wha: 
| God ? He took a Day, then two, then 
three; and after all, ingeniouſly con- 
fes d, the more he thought of it, the 
Y more he found himſelf unable to expreſs. 
= it. If a Man ſhould ask me the-like que- 
ſtion, What a Sinner is; I ſhould not be 
aſham'd to own, I am not able to de- 
a e bh more than he was to 
*exprels the other. 53 


ISS 
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Ti the ene and Soren Burl 


I n abs 
All things elſe are evil with ir; 3 nothing 
elſe is ſo to us without ii. 


If it be true, that All comes > 


from God, as from the Firſt and Uni- 
verſal Cauſe of All; chene is true of 
Sin, which is the Firſt and Univerfal 
Root of all our Evils. God made Hea- 
ven; Sin made Hell. He made the 


Earth; Sin made i it miſerable. He crea- 


ted An els in his Paradiſe above; n 
threw them donn. He created Man neat 
Woman in our ' Paradiſe bel ; and 
Sin immediately caſt them ur. 

Conſider all che Torments of the: 


Damn d, the cruel Pains of thoſe Eter- 
nal Hlames, the never ceaſing Anguiſhes 


of their deſpairing Rage, &. A4 This, 


and More than All that you are able to 


conceive, i is only Part of the Effects of 


Sin. Twas Sin prepar d Al this; and More 
| thari this, for Them and Us. 


If what you only know by Faith make 


nas impreſſion ; if you are more ſenſible - 
of what we ſuffer here, chan what they 
ſuffer there: Conſider the Revolt of al 
the Elements againſt us Fire which once 
was only made to ſerve us, om becomes 


the fatal Inſtrument, our angry God 


0x T2 rome 


makes uſe of, to deſtroy. and puniſh us: 


5 ns very Air we breath, infects us wit 


Diſc e and the Earth We: Walk on, 


i 


& 


< 2 K. 1 
* 
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trembles, envy 8 us Ca All 
Kis e —_— been, if Man had never 

Conüder all the! Miſeries, which: Fas 
mine Plague and War, involve us in; 
the Poverty — half the World, with all 
the Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, Sickneſs and 
Deſpair, which follow. it+ And after all, 


the Civil War of Paſſion againſt Rea. 
ſon; which, if well examin'd; will be 


ſound the Greataſt and maſt Painful of 
our Miſeries; from whence proceed our 
1 norance and Malice; and from thence 


a Im Immo aiiries, Corruptions, and Scan- 
Aals, which we meet with in the World. 


All this had never been, if Man had 


never Sinn'd. - 


3:0 Conſider all cho Gad Diſaſters, you or 


— 


mg — all the Lofſ 


ve ſuffer d in your. Family, Eſtate or 


lende; ; and alt the Croſſes you have 
born with ſo much Pain; whatever ou 
| hive undergone, you never had been ſub- 


ect to, your Heart had never ask d, if 
n had never Sinn'd. Accurſed Sin 1 


the only firſt Beginning, and firſt Cauſe 
of all our Miſchiefs; doch in this World 
rener, 


| *My-God I if once'we fowThes-ar Thes 
e, 1 Jo. 3. 2. We could not poſſibly be 
tepid an — at eo 


ſor 
our 
ane 
cu 
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ſo much Gopdneſs, would, in ſpight of all 
our Paſſions, force us to Admire, Adote, 
and Love Thee aloue all the World. Ac 
curſed Sin! if once we could but : ſee 


Thee asThou art, the very Abr af ſo much 


Malice would not fuffer us to Love Thee 


any longer; it would be imyeſible for ei- 
ther World, or Fleſh, or Devil, to pre- 
vail againſt us; we ſhould Hare: Thee 
above all things ; We ſhould then abhor, 


deteſt, abominate Thee evermore Ac- 
— b 


Hate it ! - * 


If the Eternal Sov of To all our CT 
be infinite in Goodneſs, What's che Firſt 
and Everlaſting Root of all our Evils? 
Ist not infinite Malice ? Queſtionleſs 
it is. Beſides, God is no- only "Fafinire _ 
in Goodneſs; He is infinite in Wiſdom, 


infinite in Juſtice, inſinite in all Perfe. 


Gaza whatſoever. So is Siu. It is not 

Bo + gt in Malice; it is alſo infinite: 
olly, infinite in all the Notions We 

0 can frame of it. The Treacher Difloy-. 


alty, Impiety, Ingratitude, Preſumption, 


| Pride, and Inſolence: All This, and 
more than all chat we can think of, Al - 


w' cs Principle W - | 
have here laid * any on 


is in nie. 
According 
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i ee 15 ask 
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Sinner! Such Goodneſe, and Thou 
not . Ae Such Malice, and Thowndt 
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ask me, what a Siniter it; I ſhould not 


. know” what other Name to give him: 
SINNE R is his only Name: And I 
can think of nothing like Ham, but the 
Man related in S. Mark, Ch. 5. 2. He is 


poſſeſs d with an Unclean Spirit, poſſeſs d 


with the Devil; and which is worſe, 
poſſeſs d with Sin, the Father of the De- 
vil. He is ſo unruly in his Paſſions, In- 
dclinations and Humours, that No Man 
enn bind Him, v. 3. No, not Chains, The 
Laws of God are his Fercers; but t = 
| He breaks in pieces, v. 4. ubit her is it 50 1 
ble for any Man to tame Him. If you ask 
his Name, the Goſpel ſays, tis Legion, 
V. 9. becauſe He 7s many. Sin and Sinner, 


are two Names, like that of Legion: E- 


very Mortal Sin, is many Sins; and eve- 
xy Sinner, is as many Sinners. Tis impoſ- 
. ble to number all che Aggravations of 
2 Mortal Sin: They are as numberleſs as 
the Perfections of our offended God: 
And rherefore 1 ſhall only mention thoſe 
which are the moſt Notorious, the moſt 
Obpious to common Senſe, and ſuch as 
ate moſt Odious betwixt Man and Man. 
A Sinner! Every Sinner is in every 


* 


rtal Sin, not only guilty: of oe Crime, 


* of a js ny of Crimes; an Ungrat: 


Feſumti uus Slave, Who. 


berrays his Benefa or; a | 


liverer; 


| 


+ 
+ » ELSE 

£ a. # % % 
I. An Hamble: 


Can ſuch a Creature, fo oblig d by uch 


— 


. 


liverer ; a Proud Servant, who Deſpiſes 


his Maſter; an Iaſolent Criminal, who 
Offends before his Judge's Face. All 


theſe are Crimes we have a Horrour of, 
when we obſerve them only 'betwixt 
Fellow. creatures, betwixt Man andMan. 
All theſe are infinitely Greater; betwixr 
Man and God. And every Mortal Sin; 
includes the, utmoſt Aggravations of 
them 1. % Ei fy 193108 * tinte 
n . 


* 


The great Ingratitude, Preſumption, Prida, 
aud Inſolence, c. 


AN ungrateful Vain. An Upſtart, 
| yais'd from leſs than Duft. An 
ty Thing, extracted out ot Nothing. 


emp 


That ſuch a Thing as this, and ſo exalted 
as it is, ſhould be ſo ſtupid, ſo inſenſible 


of all his Obligations, ſo unmind ful of 


the Favours he receives, and ſo ill-na- 
tur d to his greateſt. BenefaQtor 3, who 
Continually nabet him all le is, who dai- 


ly gives him all he har, to hom he owes | 
he Bread he eats; the Air he breatkes, the 


moves, the very Life he ſpends in Sin, 5 
and all the Time allow\dihim.toxepent ! 


a. Benefafter, be f baſelyand 10 horribly 
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ungreteful, to berray Him, le | 


j** 


. 


e 4; WL 


Tet” a 

22 

3 
EW 


SIONS.” > 


Pon 


5 — . 
25 — — 
A Wn, 


| 1 

: ». 

TJ 

1 
1 

8 2 

1 

* 


Ce o 
vi 
4 + 
I 1 
a 7 U 
bl 
'=a 
"Tl 
45 ** 
* = 
x. 
1 = 
wn = 
| 38 
5 
. 
* 
x 3 
= 5 
9333 
p Bb \ 
5 * 
0 
708 
LY 
4 


S 


ee ee 


4 

2 - 

+4 5 
9 5 1 
ww 
_ » 
1 6 
5 7 

1 
55 

1 
>» 
8 


= 
=) 5 
= 
©5Y 


* 


um ISI EET I 7 — — 


866 An Homble-Hhar 
6, Sore Him the unreaſonable ſatisfaction, 


— 
5 
ee 
: 
Qt 
7 
7 
i 
2 
25 
s 
S 
. 


8 
— 
= 
{ 
5 * 
A 
4 
© 
=, 
I ee SeADbPESIAONTS 


e e Sieve, ariden ftem the 
miſchief of This, by God himſelf, de- 0 
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"A " Humble Mean. * "v 


its Fellow-duſtix more Preferment than 


it can deſe That ſuch a Thing as 
This, Would! be ſo proud, as to dei piſe 
the Maſter of che World i So Great, lo 
Wiſe, ſo Infinitely Perfect, and ſo every 
way Deſeruing ns He is! This Vermin 
has indeed a Sul; an Angel once by 
Grace, but now by Sin, a Devil, black as 


Hell i it ſelf; a Luciſer that will be know- 


ing Good and Evil, Gen. 3.5. will be like 
the Highe#, Ia. 14. 14. will pretend to 
Covern in his Maſter's Houfe, deſpiſe his 
Orders, ſlight his Menaces, negleQ his 
Admonitions. Be afeniſbd, 9% Heavens, 
4 Naber Jer. 2. 48. 

\ molt inſolent Criminal; ry Criminal 
olent, as to offend before God's 
ace; in preſence of his General, his 
, his Lays his Deliverer, his Be- 
1. b his Maſter ; and beſides all 
this, * ce: of his Juage, before the 
W Where h he e 118 N | 


mobs 


10 his Thongs 
tions an ſires; and He 
is ins rin, but he js Py 4 7 2 75 
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U Thie hene of is in ſome reſpect, 

; apes: all other Aggravittions of his 
Crime. Tis an Extravagance of which 
We hardly find the leaſt Example be- 
twixt Man and Man. We often hear 
of Soldiers that deſert: But whenſoe er 
they go, they ſteal: away; we never 


Hear, that they acquaint their General 


with ſuch Deſigns. We often hear of 
Subjects that conſpire againſt the Go- 
vernment; but never hear them — 
ſuch Matters loudly, in the hearin 
Their Prince. We often hear of Mur. 


ders, Robberies, and many other Out- 


rages, committed in the World: But 
when the Priſoner: once was brought to 
Tryal, did you ever hear, He either 
robb d, or murder'd, at the Bar? No, 
no, ſuch Infolence was never heard of, 
betwixt Man and Man. And, yet this 
very Inſoleuce is infinitely leſs than Ours, 
which we are always guilty of, ee 
N Sin. e Mae 162 wt 
. 5 no more. I tremble at the very 
"Vn t of having ſaĩd ſo much, when 
1 refle@, how All — we can either ſay 
or think, will ne'er convert us without 
Sate, There's nothing bur the Grace 


f God can'make'a deep Imp 


Men of it 
"op dur Hearts," ; ee eee PD 
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'S un Saviour Jeſus Chriſt beſt knew | 


Grief broke in upon his 
verwhelm'd his Heart, and lay ſo heavy 


| Hea ary. "ty 15 


5 III. 


o eee, Chap If Bon; 8 — 


5 '.- fon it made upon him. 


the great Enormity of Sin; and we 


may judge how great it is, by the 'Tmpreſs®s 
fon which it made upon him; when the 1 


approaching Hour of his Paſſion, laid 
before his Eyes the terrible Idea of it. 
Tas the firſt bloody Scene of all his 
Sufferings. He began to be” ſorromful ant 
very heavy, Matth. 26. 77. A Deluge of 
quite o 


upon his fearful Thoughts, he was nor 
able to conceal it any longer, and ſup- 


port the preſſing Weight of his Afflicti- 
on, all alone, in ſilence. His three moſt 


dear and moſt familiar pron ni were 


ſbrpriz'd ſo much, to ſee this ſudden Al- 


teration in their deareſt Lord; they 


were not able to enquire the Cauſe, but 


like Job's three Friends, they ſtood a- 


Roniſh'd, and ſpake not one Word to 

him, betanſe they Jow his ow was ſe 155 

great, Job 2. Sg; 0010-20142 STOOD, 
Our Saviour could hold no odd 


but broke out into this doleful'Expreſs 


fon, "Marth. 26. 38. My Soul is excerding; 


, even unto: Death. Ah my dear a 


Diſciples? if you knew, as well as I do, 
all the h my ns you would 
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_ :7 An Humble Heart. III. 
not wonder, that the very Thought of 


them makes me look pale, and ſhews 
you the Face of Death in my Counte- 


Admire, but ſearch into the Cauſe of this 
[ great Alteration in the Soul of our Re- 
deemer. How was it poſſible that now 
hae ſhould begin to fear ſo much 9 8 
Death, which all his Life he had ſo 
much deſir d? His Love ſor Man, —1 | 
his Deſire of ing for us, were con- 1 


— SECS nA — 


nance. The violent Pangs of my afffict- 


2485 Soul, are ſo ſharp and piercing, that, 
| did. nat my Divinity ſupport me, and. 
preſerve my Life, Iſhogld immediately, 


this very moment, die upon the Place, 


Mat. 26. 38. Stay a while, and watch with 
me. | You, who love me beſt, who have 
been always moſt familiar with me, be 
not nom ſo unkind as to leave me in this 
Fad Condition all alone: Stay a while, 


and wach with me, till. my Storm of 
Grief blow Over. . 5 

Dear Chriſtians, let us e a while, 
and with theſe three Diſciples, not only 


ceiv'd by the 1 of 2 Holy. 


| ; 5 Choſt; they came into the World wit 


e 


bim, and ever after ſo. employ'd his 


ghts, he ſcarce could talk of any 
thing elſe. Amongſt his Diſciples, his 


common Diſcourſe was of his Sufferings, 
th Cup he was to drink, his Obligation, | 
5 8 e ne 
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III. An Humble Heart. 17111 
Prophecies, Luke 12. 50. I have, ſays he, 
a Baptiſm to be baptix d with, and how am 
I ftraitned, till it be accompliſb d? When 
the Time drew nearer, he redoubled his 
Deſires of Dying for-us,Luke 22.15. With * 
Deſire I have deſir d to cat this. Paſſover 
mit h ou. And why? ſays St. Chryſoſtom, 
© Becauſe it is a Preparatiòn to my Paſs: 
* fion, which I have ſo long, ſo earneſt- 
* ly deſir d. He knew, from the Begin- 
ning, eyery Torment, every Degree of 
it: Often reflected on each Circum- 
ſtance apart, and as often took delight 
in viewing all of them together. Upon 
Mount Thabor, when the Glory of his 
Dy bleſſed Soul ſhin'd through his Body, 
y like the Sun thro' a tranſparent Cloud, 
is upon the dazled Eyes of his Difciples, - 
- giving them a Glinipſe of the Eternal 
wp Glory. we expect hereafter ;;. Our Savie *' MK 
fo our ſeem A to be as much delighted w - * WB 
o | the 1 27 of his Paſſion, as with allt 
d | the Joys of Heaven: And as upon ano- 
ther Occaſion, when hzs Diſciples pray'd 
4 him to eat, John 4. 31.34. He told them, 
h | My Meat i to do the Will of kim that ſent ne, 
is aud finiſp his Work; ſo when they defi 
| him to. ſtay, and wake Tabernacler, E 


mw Oo00O00MYYP Rs 1 0mHh jy, 


ö 
is 9.30, 33. it was his Joy and Delight to 
„ ral with Moſes jw Elias of Fig ces ira 8 
bs his Paſſion, which he ſhould accompliſh; e 
e | Hheculglem, ver. 38 of 10 ERS 
C 
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| 4 f Ta: ” „ Humble 2 He art. II. | 


Ah Chriſtians ! you have Reaſon to 


| . 5 admire, and wonder, that the Goa of al 


ur Comſort, 2 Cor. 1. 3. is now heavy 


and diſconſolate: But you will fear and 
zremble, more than wonder, if you ſeri- 


- oufly 25 that all his Grief proceed - 


' ed chiefly 
* 


om the terrible dea which 
Sin; not his, but ours. Sr. Hie- 
rom ſays, His greateſt Gri 


ps D. | proceeded not from fear of Suf- 
T. in Cat. fering, becauſe He came to Juf- 
7 er: But He chiefly -grievd 
8 for Judas, oy the Scandal f the Apeftler, 


and, the Reprobation of the People, &c. 
This agrees exactly with our Saviour's 


W ords,Luke 23. 27, 28. to thoſe who fol · 


low d him to Calvary; when turning 
to the Women who lamented Him, he ſaid, 
Daughters of Hieruſalem, weep not for me 


only, weep alſo for 3 ſelves, and for _ 
or- 


- Gbilaren. Weep not for me; oy 

ments will be ſhort; weep for your 

_. ſelves; your Torments (if you do not 
weep, repent, and mend,) will be eternal. 


Klas! che Torments which I willingly 
and freely ſuffer for your ſake, are No- 


thing to the Pains of Hell, which you 
for ever will endure, unleſs by peniten- 


tial Tears, mixt with my Blood, you 
waſh away your Sins, ver. 31. If th -w 


thus, in the green woed, what will they 


Q the dry? III, 222 o innocent, * 6 
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TIE A Humble Heart. 173 
for your Sins; you, who are Guilty, 

what are you like to ſuffer for your 
.own? If I, ho am true God, the only 
beloved Son of my eternal Father, who 


never once offended Him; if, becauſe, I 


-interpoſe betwixt you and his Juſtice, ! 
aq m thus ſeverely treated; What will be- 
come of miſerable Creatures, grievous 
Sinners, who fo: often have offended 
him, if they do nor join their Tears 
with mine; if they are not afflicted with 
me ſor their Sins, for which I die upon 
the Croſs? Every Soul who upon this day ie 
not affiiFed, ſball periſh, Lev. 23. 29. Every 
Soul who thinks apen this Day, and i not 


' affifed with his dying Saviour, is not 
7 


monly is ſaid, that one great Difference 


berwixt our Saviour and his Martyrs 
was, that by a Miracle of Grace, he 
gave them that undaunted "Courage, 
Which by a greater Miracle he nor 
refus d to himſelf. Tis true, he freely 
fuffer'd in himſelf the Nuts Fear of 
Death; to ſhew himſelf True Man as 
well as Cod; to let us ſee at once, the - 
Weakneſs of our Nature, and the Pow. 
er of Grace; and comfort us, by ma- 
Hing it appear, that 24 ' Infirmities f 


3 : 
l 


3 


| 


— 


heartily afflicted for thoſe Sins, for 
which he dies, ſbal certainly periſop. 
Neither does it contradict, what com— 


* 
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174 An Humble Heart. III. 
Nururs are not Sins, as long as Reaſor go- 8 
verns them, and Reęſiguation ſubmits to fe 
the Will of God. But pet, tliere is a- | 8 
nother great Difference betwixt his tl 
Caſe and theirs. Martyrs, who die for "A 
_ God's ſake, are ſecure of their Succeſs; * 
they are ſure not to ſuffer in vain, they 5 
are certain to poſſeſs all that they deſire, 
and to enjoy eternally their Gods: to | 
whom they ſacrifice their Lives; .This N 
is the Reaſon, why our Martyrs'took || + 
Death boldly in the Face; with open 
Arms receive it, and go to meet it with 3 
the ſame aſſurance, as if they went to 
Heaven. Let the Body ſuffer all-the 
worſt of Pains, the Soul 
Anima de Peo is unconcern'd, the S 
cura. St. Cy pr. is in Heaven beforehand. 
Sod, he is ſure, he ſhall enjoy him. 
But (alas!) it is not ſo, when Jeſus dies 
For Man. He dies to gain his Love; 
and at the ſame time knows, that he 
joy him in Heaven, and foreſses he will 
be damn d for uff eternity. The lively 
A pprehenſion of his Torments altoge- 
ther, was enough to make him Sorrow- 
ul, even to Death; but however, if he 
Could have promis d himſelf 3 
N * F e | 35 Li. 
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in vain, to be ſcourg'd to no purpoſe, : 
to ſpend the laſt drop of his ſacred Veins 
to no effect, was an Affliction not to be 
ſupported, 'withour praying his Eternal 
him: Father, if it be poſſible, Matt. 26. 30. 
Aifſpence ar leaſt with this Part of my 
Tris ſaid of Joſeph in the Book of c- 
- weſss, Ch. 45:15. He kiſs d'all his Brethren, 


7 thy the ſame of "Jeſus in che Garden 
in particular. He faw 


to time beſtow upon us, the Neglect o 
all his Offers, and Abuſe of all his Fa- 


| "crament; which we frequent unworthily, 


Salvation of affitlioſe dear-bonght Souls 
for which he died; the foyful Aſſurance 


_ "offs happy a'Succeſs; would have eas d : | 


the Burthen of his Grief; his Torments, - 
all of them, would have been welcom 
upon that condition. But to ſweat Blood 


Father to have pity and compaſſion on 


Sentence, Let me die; but do not let 
me die in vain, © - e 1 


aud wept over every one of them. I may 


* 


2 ene of eben 
before his Eyes 


the Sins of every Perſon in the World; 
the Graces which he would from time 


Brethren, and wept over 


yours. He foreſaw every/ Temptation 
"which we yield to, and grid to ſee it. 
He foreſaw eachProphanation of the Sz- - 


4 


and ſainted with grief, when he thought - 
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a * "a Humble Wet. III. 
| ; N often his moſt precious Blood; 
would by gur Fault become the Poyſon 

of our Souls. He foreſaw, in the whole 
Courſe of our Lives, where, when, and 
how, we would reſiſt, and render inef- 
fectual, all the Directions, Admoniti- 
ons, and Exhortations of his Miniſters, 
and fell into 4 bloady Sweat at the ver 
thought of ouf Ingratitude, by whic 
the chief Means of attaining verlaſt- 
Ag Happineſs ſerve only, in the End, 
co juſtiſie our Sentence of Eternal Mi- 
ſery, Iſa. 35. 4, 6. He bore our Griefs,. He 
carried our-Sorrows, He took upex him the 
Iwiquities of us Alt; and every one our 
. . moſt grievous: Sins, appear d to him in 
à. more hideous Shape, than ever it 9 
pear d to any Creature. . fon, 
Mortal Sin is as Bad as God is Godg. 
| It ſeparates us from our God, and leaves 
' . our” Souls as Empty as our God is Grear. 
So thar, as God is infinitely Good, the 
Ml.ͤIlice of a Mortal Sin is infinitely Evil. 


1 << As none of us can underſtand the infi- 
nie Seodueſt of the one, ſo none of us 
fe able co conceive the infinite Malice of 


the other Chriſt himſelf, as God could 
comprehend them both: As Man, he com- 
Pre bendea neither. But yet, the clear and 
Full Idea he had of it, was proportion d. to 
„ his ben Wan Ry God's eee 


"#08 * - * .. by 


were his Knowledge and his Hatred of all © 


 wily-Reafon; why our Saviour could nor 
38. My Soul is exceeding ſorromſul, even un - 
with ſuch a Deluge of Afſliction, that 


in Tepe ef Ben 


to fay; My Soul ir exceeding ſerromful, even. © 


at the Eyes; and tis (I hope) enough 
2 to lament them all the Days I have 
to live, and rather Die than 
: again. OOPS I | 2 197 FITTINGS 70 
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III. 4 Humble Heavt. 117 
by conſequence, the perfecteſ chat ever 
* His cleareſt S ght, and ardent Love 
of God, were in a manner infinite: So 


F 5 , 3 
a n ee 
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8 


Moral Sin. And the Þnpreſien this Ides 
made upon him, was the Hf, if not the 


hold from telling his Diſciples, Mart. 16. 
to Dent b. His Soul was overwhelmed 
his Grief, not being able to contain it 


ſelf within the Bounds of Nature, vio- 
lently fore d it ſefthrough all his Pores, . 
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- Ah my dear Jeſus! when ſhall T be Wi 
able ro make ſuch a perfect AQ of true i 
Contrition for my Sins, as Thou haſt IM 
made for mine! When ſhalFT be abe 


ne Dearh When ſhall T'lament my, Ml 
grie vous Sins in Tears of Blood ! In. 
9-1. Give me, at leaſt, Water 'to my Head, Mi 
and Fountains to my Eyes. No Contrite - _ 
Heart, but Thine, bleedsotherwiſe than ʒ ⁊ 


For me, if i can beſo ſorryfor my Sins, 
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ae, Idea * Sin 10 mach i him. 
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HS Ne "Nothing but "rhe Gra ice or 
il hriſt, can make 88 ints. 
ere's Fache can make us dearly 
Jee, nh beartzly Jed the Malice of our 


ins, I he F re we have of this 


445 Grace, the 5 we ſee it, and dereſt 
8 Ih, To I muſh: Thus we ear and tremble at 
| ught of it; and as) our 

2 105 des, Ye gray eyery- 5 
A 


Hu emembring ic. vital: 
0 259 21 Te ne Led not write 


: theLives of all, nee A Pat tern is 
5 19 enought jud eof 'Aa the Piece, 
B.. 


1 "eſpecially uch a, one as S. John 


gy. 95 Gimacus, an ancient Father of - 
on 7 hagle behind bim. 

; FC ED 5 1 his Relation v uo - 
+ Te 2. 5 neſt he 
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5 A my in their Company.. 333 & 3.462 3, 8 
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IV. Waben . Has, . 179 
5 BT your 2 77 to God, * a. 
1. "ſincere Converſion. ,; . 


; When I was, ſays he, in the Money: 
fl 1 «of, Penitents, L ſa. Men ſo ee 


8. „ bumblea. with the ene Weight of 
„ * thei r. Offonges, that their Criẽs and 
r Yo 1 80 God, would even move the 
8 Stones themſelves. With Heads bow d 


3 down, and Eyes upon the Ground; IL. 
. * heard them ſay: Ve confeſs, O Lord, we 
. i _- confeſs, that we deſerve to ſufſer all Cha- | 
, 3 er and Afﬀfifions ; ; becauſe our Sins + 
© are Juth, that ſhould we ſummon all the 
« Ani verſe to weep fon gu, the Tears of all the 
© World, would never male . Satigſa- 
FF 1 © ion, There remains one oni thing we ask, 
obne only ching we pray for, Fſal. 6. U, Tbat 
©] . 50 never mageſt correct us in thy An- 
ger, npr chaſtiſe us in thy great Diſple - 
's ; ture . but᷑ a little ſpare us, through l 5 
finite Merey. Ii enough,0 Lord, that Thor 
« deliver us from thoſe ſneaplicable Tormints - 
4 Hidden in the Centre of tli Earth. We date 
I not ask a full and perfect Pardon; Me, % 4 
* Have not kept the holy Lam. of our Profe * 
8 on, but haue broken them again, w 
© had gi ven us thempſbendearing Marks: 
5G Love and Mercy; in forgiving of our Sins, 
©W haever ſaw them Laugh? Who- 
| © er heard amongſt them any idle 
1 . IE alk? Whoever could obſerve, that 
8 - any e them? ? Or any 
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180 An Humble Heart. IV. 
1 TS 1 1 5 
=. * Anger moy'd them? Alas! they hard- 
Illy knew what Anger was; their great 
© Affliction and continual Grief,had now 


© <xtinguiſh'd in them all Emotions of 
© Reſentment. There was never known 


the leaſt appearance of Diſpute; the 


Dleaſt laſhing out in Diſcourſe ; rhe 
! Jeaſt ſign of Vainglory. There was no 


Jollity of Feaſting, no Concern for the 


* Body; no love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, no 


Be ee of Wine, no Uſe of Fruits, no 
Care foi Delicacies pleaſing to the Pa- 
* late: The Deſire of all ſuch things was 
quite extinct. And after all, there was 

* not to be found the leaſt Cenſoriouſ- 


Ines, or leaſt Appearance of an Incli- 


- 


> * A * * ; 
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YO nation, to judge their Neighbours. 
Some of them, now and then, would 


knock their Breaſts; and, as if they 


were already at the Gate of Heaven, 
Do pen us, ſaid they, O Fudge of Mankind, 
open u the Gate of Happineſs, which we 
_  - *»have ſbut by Sin. Others would ſay,Luke 
51. 79. | Give Light to'ne, O Lord; whe: ſit 
in Darkneſs, in the Shades of Death; and 
guide our Steps into the Way of Peace. O- 
-* thers again; % the Almighty look upon 
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u any more? :15/t-poſfble to pay our Debts, 
Jana ſatisfie for out. Offences? Will our God, 


laid in Chains of Sin;and ſhall we ons Day, 
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once more afford us any Comfort R We are | 


INV. 4n Humble Heart. 181 ü 
d. | They tlways had their Hour f Mi 
at Death before their Eyes; and fome- 8 
. times they would ſay to one another; 
of ©: What will then become of u; What Seu 0 
n *© rence will our God pronounce upon : What 
0 * will be our End? Shall we be then cal ttt! i 
10 home from. Baniſhment, to which we have - _ Wi 
O i © been hitherro.condemn'd for our Offences ? 
e | © Shall ſuth Criminals as we, find 202 
0 ' © our then ? Such Sinners as we are, ſuch -- 
9 © miſerable Wretches, cover d with.Confuſion : 
and Darkneſs, Have our Prayers mounted 
8 Tro the. Throne of God ? Or, have they been 
S | © rejeded, as they well deſerue? If well r. 
* * ceived, hom jar have, they prevaild? 
= © Hove chey obiain'd a ful Diſcharge, or on. | 
| 7 1 e lach Mouths, fo nu. 
ful, 0 impure, as, Ours. 3 =_ 
At other times, they thus diſcout? . 
: their Fears and Doubts : Wha: rhmk 
Dou Brethren ? De you think that we ad- 
<-vance ? Do you think that we obtain the - 
ect of our Demand:? Do you think, that - 
* God will once. again recetve us f Do.you - 


> 


* thiuk, He'll open u the Gates of. Heavens © 
© Who can tell, ( ſaid the Ninevites,) who .- 
eb He bas present f Be ui , 
'. © perhaps, He will not free ws from the rigo*” 
uns Chaſtiſements which we have deſerv'd. 
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5 However, Let us labour 4⁰¹ we can, and . 
whatever we are able. If He open us the 
| 1 Gate of Heaven, we are Happy; if he does 
© not, He it Fuft : And 0 ne ver Jet us 

„ eh e to ble: Him. Doubtful, as we are, of 


4 5 at may be our Deſtiny, we mu#t continue 


5 7 400 our Life, fill Enocking at the door, Per. 


Hape bur Importunity, our Conſt anq and. our 
e may find Admittance in the 


"Eng, 


Conſir hows their Fear and Trembling 


Et Bebeld the Language of. the Saints! 5 


oY. in Preſence of their 25 


how. different. it is Ron 


N mbles 
L . . Get 8 8 80 5 1 nſider the Tdea which I 


* 


1 5 we gener ally bave. Conſider the 


 Topreſſion Which! it makes upon them, and 


compare it with our Stupidneſs, our 


| : 7 ;Hardoefs, our Inſenſibilicy. . zonclude 


with ſhame and ſorro that this Diffe- 


m their. having . beep. much greater 
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rence t Wirt them che, proceeds not 


Shoe. an We. Wy but e l ing . 
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 * Jour ſelf in perftc® Liberty of Mil 7 Or, .. 
a e you det in Trouble 250 Hnxiety? Have 


5 Pur Sus are forgiven) e 
Kerk 


©-Hell o Whar ſay ou, Brother 7 Tell ub, we - 
8 72 . 17 5 


d tonſure you, tell us nom pere; TA 
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„ and weeping Eyes, to ask him, How ao. 
Jou find your ſelf, Dear Brother, Dear Com-. 
nie in our Miſeries ana Sufferings 3 
*: What ſay you now ?\ What" ds you babe? 

* What. 40 you think? Huve yon vbt ain d w wh | 
you haue labour d for, with ſo much pan? 


tothe Port 2 Or, are von not! 205 Have You 1 Li 
2908 Aſſurance of © Jour Happineſs © Or, ha ve —_ 
20 only an uncertain. Hope ? Do you find * 


heard Alrdady, 1 In rae Secret of. Jour '® 
; Soil, „Die which: tell. you „Matth. 92. 


| Rem ro Bear that form rm ale Sehr ic = 
79. 17. The Wicked ſhall be turn 41 ne: - 


& ee what Condition you are tn at Prem. i 
© font, e 2 755 W 8 ws Wa be.. - 
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194 An Hume Heart. IV. 
fur and trembling, hat might happen 
T co them in the terrible Accompt which 
: nem was nigh at Hand. And others an- 

5 * '{wer'd more uncomfartably.; Moe be to 
1 „ TheSoul that hath not kept inuiolably al the 

| < "Lawn of its Profeſſi ien. See, the Hour 18 


* come, the only Hour in which we jball begin | 


I e know-oun State ſor all Eternity. 


— . 2 


= Thbeſe Bleſſed Penitents, for one Re- | 
13 _ lapſe, did Penance; the ſevereſt e were 
aable to invent: And we, fo T number- 


leſs Relapſes, many of chem worſe than 
theirs, do nene at all. Theſe Penitents 


Perſeuer d in the ſame Auſterities till 

ath, A om Penance had no End: We 

fel Perſeyere in our Sins, our Penance 
. ver begins. Their Fear and Trembling; 

- their profound Humility, went Hand i in 
Hand with all their Penance and Perſeves 

_ rance: Our Confidence and Unconcernedneſs, 
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his Mercy! 2 Or more Merciful,becauſe. we 
leſs regard his Juſtice ? Alas! Our 


Blindneſs. is the only Reaſon : : We are 


blinder than they Were; and therefore 


we are more ſecure, more unconcern , more 
| proud, more tepid, and more /othfut. 


Jeſu, Son f David, have Mere on me, 
Luke 18. 38. Thou Bleſſed Saviour of 
the World, who enlightneft ever) Man that 
comes into it, John 1. 9. Open once, my 7 

them. ever. 1 £ 
y Seeand Love t hy Good- | 
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__ Wiſdom, Mercy, Juſtice ; and by. 
the U ee of ſo great a Grace,perpe- : 
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Sins. There's working. but thy Grace: 
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1 one (1 fear . Will not let Thee hear 
" Sin When Offer to cry out for help, 
hey. to \frop my Mouth, and bid me 
Bold my peace, v. 39. And therefore 1 cry 
out ſo much the more, Feſu, thou Son of Da- 
vid, have Mercy on me, v. 39. Thou need'ſt 
not land to att me * I want, or what 
"I wilt thut thou bon ll ff 40 unto me, V. 41. 
- Thou,” who know 'ſt my Wants 10 infi- 
"nite $40 than' thy ſelf. The only 
. Favour which I hem bi beg, f Is, that 1 
may e my Sight, v. 41. Say only, to 
my Soul, as once Thou Kad to that 
Blind Max, who was a ith ba of me; ſay, 
Receive thy Sight ;, thyFaith ath ſav abe 
4. 5 Say but this, (Thy Words are 
poverfal, and make theme Ives * prove 


Say only This, and t en medi. 


B ſhall receive my Sight, and Follow 
, v. 43. I then ſhall follow thy Ex- 
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* our Cloaths, our Diet, and our uſe of Riches! 
6 * 1 Tim. 68. Having Food, ſays he, and 
-he | © Raimeat, let us be contented, I Cor. 2. 
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ce | © Joy, That Worldly Men are either not ob- 
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© that the Recollection which is practis d in 
Religious Houſes, is a thing peculiar 
„to, heir Character; becauſe we find, 

* rhagonly chey have certain Hours al- 

lotted them for keepigg. Silence. We 
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* imagine alſo, that a RSI Life be- 
©. longs to none but them; becauſe they: 
© Faſt, and practice ſeveral &uſterities- 
© commanded by.Superiours.” Tis a great 
©. Miſtake. Theſe Vertuęs all are Euangeli- 


cal: We find; them in the Goſpel, 
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ate prefcrib'd to al Men by the Common 
Rule of Chriſtianity; And, tho we have; 
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* rages to make the practiſe of them 
* Uniform. and Eaſie: Nevertheleſs. we 
All are indiſpenſibly oblig'd to hae 
them, and to practice them. Our Mode- 
© ſly, our Moderation mult. be known to 


A Phil. 48. as well as theirs. Our Re- 
„ folletion of Mind, mult be prefer d a- 
© midit the multitude of our Employ- 
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tune here; but paſſes unconcearnedly 
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' longs to be at Home, and thinks of no- 
thing elſe, bur how to make haſt chi." 
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Sod obliges him to ſay, in his daily 
Prayer, Thy Kingdom come; that he ma 
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er long ant fad Experience, He, 
i *projioanc's chat all tlie World is Kan. 
Py of Vaniriee, and nothing elſe bat Lug. 
Saane labours al he dan 
200 make his Sow! become S. Chryſs. | 
n Heaven upon Earth; ſtom fem. 18 
Land falls not to fac . oi. ad 
1 el in ſuch « Noble Heb. 
Enterprize. The Heaven which weſes, 
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